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PREFACE 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST 

BENEVOLENT, THE MOST MERCIFUL 

Should it be possible for the Holy Prophet (Peace 
be upon whom) to be sent down into the world once 
again by God what would his reaction be on seeing 
the conduct and behaviour anti the general design of 
life of the community that passes today by the name 
of Muslim? Anti what advice and command would he 
give to such of his followers who still possess inlheir 
hearts some solicitude for the faith and whose souls 
have not vet frozen 10 and got completely bereft of 
devotion and allegiance to Islam? 

Without the least hesitation ! can say that he will 
trMremcly pained at the spectacle of utter moral and 
spiritual degeneration the bulk of Muslims present 
Lltese days, as much as lie was by the brutal treatment 
meted out to him by the people of Taif or by the 
savage assaults made by the callous Polytheists at 
Dhud, And his message to earnest concern' for die 
Faith will be to dedecate themselves whole-heartedly 
to the ta.sk ni improving and reforming die lamentable 
religious state of bis Ummal and of breath trig into it 
again the spirit of Faith and Islamic way ot life. 

So* if you find yourself in agreement with me 
and your heart concurs with what I have said above 
you moot resolve, here and how, and in all sincerity, 
to make this endeavour a pari of your life. For my 
part. 1 am absolutely confident that it is the choicest 
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wuy to earn the pleasure of God and the blessings of 
Mil ! rophet and to make his soy] happy, 

By the grace of God, efforts for the moral and 
religious revival of Muslims arc being made on a 
1 airly Jurge scale in India and Pakistan and in several 
other countries also in the form of a movement called 
Tabligh. Wherever you may be living you can take 
pint in these el forts, According to your means and 
circumstances, along with other earnest sons of Islam 
Ot your place and also do what you can individually 
in respect of it, 

To is small book which is now in your hands is 
a part of this endeavour. It h^s been written specially 
to meet the needs of Muslim men and women who 
do not know much about Islam or who cannot avail 
themselves of' more advanced books on it. They can 
read it themselves or have it read out to them by 
others and also communicate its contents to their 
brethren by reading the book publicly in mosques and 
at oi her Muslim congregations, and, thus, do their bit 
towards ihetr own religious correction and reform as 
well as that of others. 

Though the book consists only of a bom two 
hundred pages the sum and substance of the Faith lias 
been covered fully in it. Within its twenty lessons all 
those teachings of the Quran and the Traditions have 
been compressed by knowing which ami by acting on 
which a common man can not only become a good 
Muslim but a perfect man of faith and a friend’ of 
Hie Lord also, Besides, it can be freely presented to 
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non- Muslims who may be interested in knowing about 
hi am and its precepts. 

The humble Author could only produce the book 
which he has done. Now, to make it serve the purpose, 
in a worthwhile manner, for which it has been written 
depends solely on your choice and cooperation. Had 
his financial resources permitted, the Author would 
have got it printed in millions and sent a copy of it, 
free of cost, to every educated Muslim in India. The 
conditions now prevailing in India particularly cry 
out for it. Buc t from the beginning, it has been the 
Will of God that those who cherish such aspirations 
seldom have the means to realise them -and, without 
a doubt, there lies great wisdom of the Lord in it also. 

Be it as may . it is beyond the power of the present 
writer to fulfil his desire. But, ii Muslims in whose 
hands the book may reach decide, in their eagerness 
to propitiate God and give happiness to the soul of 
the Prophet and to earn for themselves a bountiful 
reward in the Hereafter, to make it available, or its 
contents, to a s iminy of their brethren as possible, the 
re:- 1 aim of its writing and publication eanbe fulfilled 
a good deal. 

As it has been indicated already, in the new 
context of tilings in India the religious future of Mus- 
lims rests apparently on the sole condition I hat every 
follower of the Prophet here who is alive to the 
importance of the Faith and knows what it means 
makes It a personal duty to strive for the Islamic 
regeneration of the General body of Muslims and a 


What Islam Is ? - s 

missions lit his life lo carry the message of Faith ami 
the teachings of Islam to each and every member of 
his community. 

Mohammad Manzoor Neman i 


Lucknow. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Brothers, -You all will, perhaps, be aware that 
Islam is not ihe name of a caste or community so that 
anyone who is born in it automatically becomes a 
Muslim without having to do anything, on his own 
pan, about It just as a child born in a Sheikh or a 
Sycd family becomes a Sheikh or u Syed. us a matter 
of course, ark! there is nothing it can do in this regard. 

[slant, on the other hand, is the name of that 
faith and that way of life which was brought into the 
world from God by Ells true and devoted Apostle, 
Prophet Mohammad 1 Peace he upon him), and is 
preserved to this day in its pristine purity in the Quran 
and the holy Traditions. Thus, he alone can be galled 
a Muslim who accepts that faith and practices that 
wa\ of life. Those who arc ignorant of the teachings 
of Islam, or do not act upon them, are not genuine 
Muslims by any means We. therefore, conclude, that 
two things are necessary for anyone to be a true 
Muslim ; 

Firstly. Lo acquire a proper knowledge of the 
teachings of Islam, or. at least, of its basic and fun- 
damental doctrines; 

And, secondly, to believe in these teachings as 
true and to resolve sincerely to live according to them. 

This, in sum. is what Islam is. To acquire a 
knowledge of the tenets of Islam, he,, of its essential 
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teachings is [lie first requisite of being y Muslim A 
Tradition of the Prophet reads : 

' To acquire knowledge of the faith is the duty 
of all Muslims, 1 ' 

lr is necessary to bear permanently in the mint! 
i liai to carry out what is described in religion as a 
rnjiy is an aci of worship in [slam. To exert oneself 
fn die sake ot obtaining an adequate knowledge of 
tiie I £tith, lienee, is also an act of worship on which 
there is a bourn dul reward from God, The holy Prophet 
has proclaimed great merit in it. Take these Traditions, 
for instance ; 

"He who goes forth in search of religious 
knowledge engages himsefi in the cause of God until 
he returns," 

"For him who goes out in search of religious 
knowledge God shall make easy the way to Heaven." 

"I hirsl lor religious knowledge and the r irsuit 
'd d atones tor one s previous sins M 

In short, the cultivation of religious know ledge. 
Le... the knowledge of the essential teachings of Islam 
is binding on all Muslims-, rich and poor, educated 
and uneducated, male and female, old and young, 
from the Traditions oi the Prophet quoted a bo ye we 
:l|sd leum that a rich reward awaits in the Hereafter 
for the rime spent and the pains taken fur the sake of 
:r. Let us all. now, make up our minds that we will 
strive earnestly to equip ourselves with adequate 
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knowledge of live faith and a proper understanding of 
ihe basic doctrines of Islam, 

For Muslims who, on account of their age or 
pro -occupation, cannot join a Muslim theological in- 
stil ul ion and take a regular course of Islamic religious 
instruction, the best thing will be that, if they are edu- 
cated, they should develop the habit of reading reliable 
books on [slain regularly, and, if they are not or only 
nominally so, they should have such books read out 
to them by Olivers who can read and understand. If 
the custom of read i. g religious hooks, individually or 
in groups, can become common in Muslim homes, 
mosques and at their other gatherings, the spread nf 
religious knowledge to all classes and sections of the 
community will be. greatly facilitated indeed. 

This small book has been written solely to fulfil 
this purpose. All the necessary in format ion regarding 
Islam and the teachings of the sacred Prophet which 
a Muslim ought to possess has been furnished in it 
in a simple language. Let us all learn these truths and 
precepts inirselves and imparl them to Withers as well 
and make it a mission of our lives to popularise them 
in the world, A Tradition of the Prophet says ; 

‘'If a person engages himself in the pursuit of 
Islamic religious knowledge with die object ufreviv 
mg the faith through it (i,e., by instructing it to others 
and bringing them round to act ort it) and he dies in 
Live process, his place will he so very close to the 
Prophets in the Hereafter that there wilt be only a 
difference of one degree between them ami him. 1 
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May Allah grant us the great good fortune of 
learning the precepts of Islam ourselves and leaching 
them to others, and of acting on them and endeavour- 
ing sincerely to persuade others to do the same. 
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Lesson 1 


The Holy Kalima 

THERE IS NQ GOD [NO ONE IS WORTHY OF 
WORSHIP AND OBEDIENCE) SAVE ONE 
GOD, AND MOHAMMAD IS HIS APOSTLE 

Brothers,-^* confession is the gateway to 
I* tom, ihe arch- stone of the faith. By affirming it and 
reciting it with sincerity ant! conviction even a life- 
long heathen or a polytheist can. become a Muslim, a 
man of faith, and earn his title to salvation. The 
condition, however, is that he should have accepted 
conscientiously and with full understanding the dec- 
laration of the Oneness of God and the Aposttoship 
of Prophet Mohammad contained in it. Thus, any one 
who repeats the confession mechanically, without 
understanding it and without knowing what the con- 
cepts of Divine Unity and Apostle ship and Prophecy 
mean, will not gain recognition in the sight of God 
as a Muslim, It is, therefore, necessary to study its 
meaning and implications carefully. 

The confession consists of two part',. 1 lie first 
p art <&> I V \ u) \ y c o nt a i ns t he a ff i r n 1 a t to n o f t he O ne - 
ness of God. It means that no one except the Almighty 
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is worthy of worship and obedience. Worship and 
obedience should be offered to Him alone because 
Hl and no one else is our Lord and £ reator, Nourishcr 
and Sustaincr and the Dispenser of Life and Death. 
Sickness and health, poverty and riches. In short, all 
manner of good and evil, gain or loss, lies solely in 
Mis control. Apart from Him, whatever living things 
exist on the earth, or in the heavens, be they men or 
angels, are all His creatures and slaves. He is partnered 
oy no one, no one has a share in His Divinity nor can 
any one amend or alter His Will, or interfere with His 
:JEiaits r Hence. He and He alone is worthy of devotion 
jihI worship. He alone is the Supreme Being, the 
Almighty, 10 whom all our prayers and supplications 
should be addressed. He alone is the real Owner oi 
the heavens and the earth, (he Monarch of all 
monarchy the Lord Sovereign, Et is, therefore, neces* 
sary that all His commands and Injunctions are strictly 
obeyed and faithfully carried out. As against Hi's 
commands the commands of nu one should be heeded 
to no matter whether they arc of our parents or rulers 
the head of the community or a dear friend, or 
the biddings of our own heart. In a nutshell, when 
once we have realized and confessed the truth that 
God alone, and no one besides Him, is worthy of 
worship and obedience our conduct should also be in 
conformity with it. so much so chat any one who sees 
us should know by our behaviour that we are the 
devoted servants of the Lord who carry out His com- 
mands dutifully and live and die for His sake alone 
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Brothers t -this j s tho k C y St0 ne of 

I _s 1 am and the. first and foremost item in she teachings 
ni all the Prophets. It comm finds the highest, the most 
important place in the religious scheme of things. A 
famous Tradition of the Prophet reads ; 

'The re are more than seventy departments of the 
faith and among them the most superior and 
exalted is belief in the Katima of *iii*it*diyj 

For this reason,, among the prayer-formulas 1 
also it is the best. States the Prophet : 

"Of all the prayer- formulas the best and most 
excellent is that of " 

In another Tradition it is related that once God 
Yldve this reply to a question put to Him by Prophet 
Moses : 

"Q Moses, if the seven heavens and the seven 
earths and all that is contained in them are 
placed on one side of the balance and ^ shall si 
on the other, the side on which aibl snails is 
placed will, turn out to be heavier/' 

Brothers, -this unique virtue and excellence of 
is due solely to the fact that it 
contains die solemn a fllnnation of Divine Unity, the asser- 
tion, die pledge and the declaration that we shall worship 
Him alone and offer our homage and obeisance to no one 

I L'h c wi hr, I 7 . i kr wh ic K cjcc un? in th c q of itiul I iic ra 1 1 \ moans 

a spet] ;s I jihrs^i- me -ml Jbr recitation fey [fee devout by 

ss ;l_v ot Uod- remembrance. -Translator 
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apart from Him, am! shall make Him Lhc sole pivot 
of our e listen e. It, indeed, is the life- breath of Islam, 

That is why, the holy Prophet has advised Mus- 
lims to refresh and to re invigorate their faith by repeat- 
ing the Katima frequently. 

Ei is narrated thal the Prophet once said. "G men ! 
keep on refreshing your faith". Upon this the Companions 
enquired, lr O Prophet of God [ How are we to do so?" 
The Prophet replied, N By reciting the Kuh'mo frequently." 

1 he Kali ma of -aL l y =0 1 n hold s the p o w e r to 
restore and revitalise the faith fpr the simple reason 
that it embodies the- affirmation of Divine Unity and 
the covenant to worship Him alone, to do allegiance 
to no besides Hint and to hold Him dearer and nearer 
to the heart than anything nr anybody else in the 
world. As we have said earlier, it is the essence, the 
sustaining principle of Islam. So, the more we will 
utter it attentively, concentrating duly on what it 
stands for, the more will our faith gain in vitality and 
our covenant in strength, and our whole life will. 
Ins ha Allah, ges cast in the mould of . 

The Second Part 

The second pari of the Katima consists of 
In it the affirmation is made of 
the Divine Apostleship of Prophet Mohammad, That 
Prophet Mohammad is (he Apostle of God means that 
he was raised up by the Almighty for the guidance 
of the world and whatever he taught, p readied or 
revealed like the Divinity of the origin of the Quran, 
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the existence of the angels, the certainty of the Last 
Day. the Resurrection* the Judgement, the award of 
heaven and he] I according (o one's deeds on the earth 
was hundred per cent true and authentic. Indeed, the 
Apostle si dp of the holy Prophet denotes nothing more 
and nothing less than this that all the tilings he taught 
to the world, all the truths he revealed to mankind, 
were based on Divine inspiration, that they were based 
on special and authoritative knowledge vouschafcd to 
him by God, and so they were absolutely correct and 
beyond dispute. There is noi the least excuse, the 
slightest reason* for doubting or questioning his word. 
The guidance he gave to men, the law s he laid down, 
were Divine guidance and Divine, laws which had 
been inspired to him by the Almighty. You would 
have realised that the acceptance of any one. as a 
Divine Apostle automatically implies that each and 
every precept and command of his should be whole- 
heartedly believed in and obeyed for God raised up 
His Apostles in the world solely to convey through 
them to mankind the commands and precepts lie wants 
it to follow. Says the Quran : 

j ^ ff £ ' 

■" ' *> 'r + 

We seal not on Apostle, hits to he obeyed in occur donee 
With the Wilt of God, (fX:64 ) 

To believe in anyone as an Apostle and to accept 
him as such, thus, means simply to hold every word 
of his as true, to regard his teachings and guidance 
lo be the teachings and guidance of God. and to decide, 
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once for all, to lead one's life according to the precepts 
he taught. So, if a person recites the Kalima but does 
not, as a logical consequence of it. resolve firmly to 
hold all the teachings of the Prophet to be wholly true 
and ah that may run counter to them to be wholly 
false, and to abide by his Shariat (holy law) and his 
commands faithfully, he. of course is not a man of 
faith and a Muslim, He, probably, has not even un- 
derstood what it means to be a Muslim. 

It is obvious that once we have recited the Kalima 
and accepted the Prophet as the true Apostle of God, 
it becomes obligatory for us to believe in his guidance, 
m adhere to his commands and to observe faithfully 
the Sharia s he brought. 

A Covenant 

From the meaning and interpretation of the holy 
Kattmci given above, you will have realised that it is 
a covenant. It embodies the pledge and the vow that 
we believe m Allah as the One and Only Lord 
Sovereign, Master and Creator, and regard everything 
that ext sis m this world and the Hereafter to be ex- 
clusively in His control, ami that, since we do so, we 
w ill worship Hi m a 1 u ne and carry out His co m in a n d s 
the way a servant and a slave carries out the commands 
of his master, and love Him and adore Him above ail 
else, and. further, dial we accept Prophet Mohammad 
as the true Apostle of God, and will abide by his 
guidance as a loyal follower, and fashion our lives 
according to the holy law laid down by him. In fact, 
faith denotes nothing except this pledge and covenant 
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and this is precisely what the affirmation of Divine 
Unity and Aposileship means. 

A M u s ii m shou I d J\ h er ef o re , hold h imself bound 
by this covenant and try his level be si to shape his 
conduct in its light so that he may earn recognition 
in the eyes of God as a genuine man of faith and 
attain his salvation and place in the paradise. 


Those who are blessed enough to bear faith 
honestly in both the parts of the holy Katima and to 
give proof of it by word as well as by deed are (he 
recipients of countless glad tidings like the one 
reproduced below ; 


It is related by Ha /.rat Anas that the Prophet once 
said to Hay rat M;f ad, "God has declared as 
forbidden the fire of the Hell, for him who 
affirms die Kalima of 
with a true heart." 


Brother ^-affirm with a 

true heart and with a full know ledge and awareness of 
its imp] Heat ions and importance and resolve now and 
forever to lead your lives according to il in order that 
your attestation may not turn nut to be false. On this 
very attestation depends your faith and your salvation. 
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Lesson 2 


NAMAZ 

The first and most important duly in Islam after 
one lias brought faith in God ant! in Prophet Moham- 
mad and borne witness to Divine Oneness and the 
Apostleship of the holy Prophet is Namai. h is a most 
special act of Divine worship which a M uslim is called 
upon to perform five times a day. I here arc numerous 
verses of the Quran and the Traditions of the Prophet 
enjoining the Namaz on us. It has been described as 
the pillar arid die foundation of the faith. 

Namaz , if it is offered with ;i sincere heart and 
proper devotion and mental concentration, is par- 
ticularly vested with the property of cleansing the 
heart and reforming one's life and ridding it of sins 
and impurities h generates love for piety and truth 
and promotes fear of God in man, Thus it is that I shim 
has laid greater emphasis on ii than on ail other 
religious obligations. When anyone came to the 
Prophet to embrace Islam, the first promise the sacred 
Prophet took from him. after instructing him in Divine 
Oneness, was that he will offer ihe Mama/, regularly 
Eti fine, after the Kaifma, Namaz is the bedrock of 
Esiam. 


Traditions 

We know from the Traditions that the holy 
Prop ] ice used to equate neglect of the Namaz with 
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infidelity. He denounced it as the way of the un- 
believers. He would say that those who did not offer 
the Namaz had no share in [he faith, 

A Tradition of the Prophet reads., "What separates 
a believer from in fidelity is simply the Namaz" 

This Tradition dearly warns that if a Muslim 
will give up the Namaz he will get associated with 
infidelity; his conduct will become the conduct of art 
infidel, In another Tradition the Prophet has said , "He 
has no share in Islam who docs not offer the Namaz." 

And here is another Tradition from which we 
can imagine what a great act of virtue and felicity is 
ii 10 offer the Namaz regularly and how utterly fatal 
and ruinous is it 10 neglect it. Once while urging upon 
the Muslims to be most particular about the Namaz 
the sacred Prophet is reported to have observed : 

''Whoever will offer the Namaz properly and 
regularly it will he for him on the Last Day 
a source of light, a proof of his faith and a 
means to salvation, (On the other hand) 
whoever wilt not offer h care full; and 
regularly ii will be for him neither a source 
of light, nor a proof of faith, nor a means to 
salvation, and the end of such a person will 
he with Karon Firbiun A Hainan " and 
Ubai-bm-Khalaf 4 H 

Brothers,- let us now imagine what our end is 
going to be If we failed to cultivate the habit nf 
offering the Namaz correctly and regularly, 
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THE IGNOMINY AND DISGRACE OF THE 
DEFAULTERS ON THE LAST DAY 

The ignominy and disgrace the defaulters of j V arna* 
will have to suffer at die very outset on the Day of Judgement 
lias been spoken of in these words in the Quran :■ 


The day rhas (he shin shall he laid hare, and they shall 
he summoned so bow in adoration, hut they shall no: he able 
their eyes w III be cast down .-ignominy will cover them, seeing 
that (hey had been summoned afore time to how in adoration 
while they were whole (and had refused h Y/ : 42) 

The verse tells that on the Last Day when the 
hour of Judgement will arrive (when all mystery will 
vanish and reality will be fully manifest) anti every 
man and woman born into the world from the first 
day to the last will be raised up again and gathered 
together, God M3 reveal Himself to them tti full glory 
and splendour. Everyone will then be called upon to 
bow in adoration before Allah. The fortunate and she 
faithful among them who had been regular in their 
Namaz in the world and were, thus, accustomed in 

) . Same as K o rah . -T r-t nsla tor 

2, Pharaoh, Translator 

3, Name of FhJtfSfih's Wiuir -TranshUor 

a One iii the bUtersl enemies of ills holy Prophet m 
Mecca - Translator 


i f T* s 
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kneeling down before God will, at once, bow down 
in adoration* but those who in spite of being healthy 
and strong had not observed the Namaz in their 
lifetime wilt find that their backs had suddenly grown 
stiff tike a board and they will remain standing with 
the infidels, unable to bend down and carry out the 
prostration. They will be covered with ignominy, their 
eyes will be downcast, they will not he able even to 
took up. Before the chastisement of hell, drey will have 
to bear this chastisement of humiliation and disgrace. 
May Allah, by His Grace, save us all from it 1 

In truth, a habitual defaulter of the Namaz is a 
sort of a rebel against God and deserves all the 
humiliation and punishment that may be meted out to 
him. According to some legists oi Islam* a Muslim 
who rejects the Namaz is liable to be punished with 
death like an apostate. 

Brothers- We must realise if thoroughly and well 
(hat without the Namaz the claim to Islam is altogether 
meaning less. Namaz alone is the Islamic act that joins 
us with God and makes us deserving of His grace. 

Blessings of Namaz 

When, a person stands before the Almighty with 
his arms 'folded, five times a day, and celebrates His 
praises and kneels down before Him and touches the 
ground with his forehead and makes earnest supplier 
(ions to Him, he becomes worthy of His love and 
beneficence, his sins are forgiven with every Namaz 
he offers, his heart attains enlightenment and his life 
becomes pure. The Prophet once gave an excellent 
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example m illustrate this truth. He Asked hh Com- 
panions, 'Tell me, if a stream flows at the door of 
anyone of you and he takes a dip in it five times a 
day will there he left any grime on his body V'. The 
Companions replied, "No. Sir. No grime will be left 
on his body". The Prophet said, "It Is exactly the same 
with the five daily prayers. tJod removes all impurities 
and sins because of their uuspicioumessT 

Superiority of Congregation 

It appears from the Prophet f s Traditions that 
Namaz should be offered in congregation if otic wants 
to derive full benefit from it. The Prophet was so very 
particular about it that once while condemning (he 
conduct ot those who avoided coming to the mosque 
to say their prayers in congregation due to laziness 
or indifference he observed with anger that he felt 
like burning down their homes. 

This one Tradition is enough to show how repug- 
nant it is to God and the Prophet thai anyone should 
not offer his prayers in congregation. Another Tradi- 
tion say st- 

" l he reward on saying the Namaz in congrega- 
tion is twenty times as much as on saying ii alone," 

Apart from the reward in the Hereafter, there are 
many other advantages in offering up the Namav. in 
congregation Foi instances one acquires the habit of 
punctuality by attending the mosque regularly to say 
his prayers in congregation, it enables Muslim 
brethren of the locality to assemble at one place five 
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times every day and dm can he turned to great benefit, 
the practice of saying the Namaz regularity in the 
mosque congregation ally makes a man thoroughly 
regular in his prayers for it has been seen lhat those, 
who offer their prayers individually at home are often 
inclined to be neglectful. Vet another notable ad- 
vantage in saying the prayers in congregation is that 
die Namaz of each participant becomes a part of the 
Namaz id the whole congregation in which, along 
with others, there arc also generally present some 
venerable and virtuous servants of God whose Namaz 
is of a very high order. Their Namaz finds acceptance 
with Allah and the expectation from His Benevolent 
Grace is that when He will grant acceptance to the 
prayers of some members of the congregation He will, 
along with diem, accept the prayers of the rest of the 
congrcgat ion loo. 

Now, imagine, what rich rewards and blessings 
do we deprive ourselves of when we do not go to the 
mosque to offer our prayers in congregation without 
a valid excuse. 

Meekness and Humility 

The offering up of the Namaz with meekness 
and humility means that, believing God to be Omni 
present and All- Seeing, (he Namaz should be offered 
in such a way that the lie art is filled with His love 

I H should be no) ci| i h:ii ltur superiority of of relink up the 
N;»rn:i> in L-o-ngregalion 15 only l nr men. flic Traditions 
-*-Liy dearly ihm wmn^n earn grater reward ;*n ssiyinji 
1 lie j j prayers d Iilwlc than in the tans pin: . 
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anj stricken with awe by the though* of His Greatness 
and Magnificence as if a criminal was standing in 
fmnt nf a great judge or a mighty ruler. AsjLdevotce 
Stands up for Namaz he should visualisethat he is 
standing in the presence of the Ahnighty-ihat he is 
standing out of reverence to Him. When he bows Ids 
head in Ruku or kneels down to perform the Sajda I 2 
he should imagine that it was all being carried out in 
from of Allah and in expression of Ids own utter 
worthlessness and humility. Better still whatever is 
leerted during Namaz, whether while standing or in 
Ruku ur Sajda, should be done with a proper under- 
standing of its meaning, The real joy and beauty of 
Namaz is experienced only when it is offered with an 
intelligent appreciation of its contents. Ir is not, at 
all difficult to leam the meaning of the Suras 3 that 
are generally recited in Namaz, 

Hie devotion of the heart and the sentiments of 
awe and humility, indeed, are the very soul of the 
mf naz. The ultimate success and -deliverance of 
believers who offer up such a kind of Namaz is 
assured. Declares the Quran 


AJ I U ji? '^1 Aj 

j ^ jj ^ ^ 

£ -l-v © o 


The believers must r eventually i win thraugh-thtm* 
LS ho bufoble tfhgmseives in their prayers. iXXUbii 

I Bpwing jaw. -Translator 

-■ E^rastraiL'on. Trail stator 

■ Chapters of tftc Quran Tran slater 
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Suys. The Prophet. "God has. made the five daily 
prayers obligatory. Whoever did the Wazu properly 
and offered them up at the right time and carried out 
the Ruku and Sajda as they ought to be. humbly and 
reverentially, for him the promise of God is that he 
will be pardoned; and whoever did not do so <i.e., did 
not say his prayers in this manner), tor him there is 
no such promise. God will pardon or punish him as 
Me will please." 

Method 

When the time for prayers comes we should per- 
form the W"iu carefully, believing that this washing 
and cleansing was necessary before we presented our- 
selves before the Lord and worshipped Him. The Al- 
mighty. in His benevolence, has invested the IV azu with 
great auspiciousness. The sins and transgressions of 
the parts of the body that are washed during it ate 
forgiven because of it. The unholy effects of sins arc, 
<o to speak, washed away by the water used in the 
Wazu , After the H'ozw, as we stand up for die Namaz, 
[he predominant thought in our minds should be tit at 
we, the sinning and defaulting slaves were going to 
stand before a Lord and Master from whom nothing 
was concealed, who knew all about us, the hidden as 
well as the manifest, and before whom we would have 
to appear on the Day of Judgement. We should then 
formulate precisely the intention to offer the particular 
prayer and raising the hands up to our ears pronounce 


4. A h | m [ i ■: i n ['crforrrc-ii before spying prs*.y 


Tf&nsl nor 
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noi only wftli the tongue but with our hearts, too the 
form li la. 

( ? ransc ripti on ^ t 

Allaho-Akhar) 


God is Great 

A I (err it, with amis folded across the chest and 
a lull awareness of the fact of our presence before 
the Almighty we should recite : 


i Transcrtpnori: Sub haana i i * J 

W-teahumman w MhdmUito w 
fabara k asm -aka wa iaa ilmtha 

ghatnika), > ; |jp ? r ^ l <" 


0 Gotl, with Thy glorification and Thy praise; 

ble * so < ,s 1 hi 1 "«• great >s Thy glory, and there it 
no uod except Thee. 

i Transcription: 'Aaoozu ft Utah $ , jr ,• 

‘ I - min-tish - shmtutur rujeem : 

bism il iuahir rtilm aa uir raheem ). ^ 

, 1 see ^ re ^ u ? c > n God from the wicked Devil and 
begin Wirb the name of God. the Most Benevolent, 
the A I [-Merciful. 


(Transcription : Aihumrtu 

ti Hiatt fit rab-bil ' Aaiamern, ar 
i- a it m a a ni r r a is e e m , m a a (Ha 
vast Hi id tfee.fi' ty yaaka tut ' h u (in n a 
lyyaaka nas w'cei i. ihdinaS 
straarai mnuaqeem, xiraatat 




I "■ Ji ^ .H ,■ 

c^uZl,ivlJ £ t_5 


/ 
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iaclfi cena annm m ' aiai h i m , i- 1 h air i 1 
mtighdoob:' ataihim , wti Uni dual 
ieen. Aameen J, 



Praise be to God* Lord or' die Worlds the Com- 
passionate, the Merciful, Owner of she Day of Judge- 
ment. Thee alone do we worship, and to Thee atone 
do we beg for help, Show us die straight path : the 
path of those whom Thou hast Favoured; not 1 the- path) 
of (hose who cam Thine anger nor of those who go 
astray. Amen ! 

Then some other Sura of the Quran, or a part 
thereof should he recked. Here we give four brief 
Suras along with their translations. 

(Transcription: Waf ‘azrjn-nal *\\ 4 r 0 ) > j 
r ns an n a i&fe e khiisr, it-iai ^ ^ ^ „ ,/ 3 5 -J 3 \ 
(adheena aamnnu wa a am tins j 1 y*& 1 



saalt'hatiii wa laivaasair bii haqqi 
wa tawaasau bis sabrl 


By the Time E Lo, man is in a state of great loss, 
save those who believe and do good deeds, and exhort 
one another to truth, and exhort one another to patient 
prcscrvance. 

>. Trtinxeripiio u : Q ut h u wa{ ( aah ■ -^Xi \ p JJ1.T t x* \ 

ahacL Qiiaahus-satnad. lam yolk. r iy/ * - j - - 


li ‘lj- iam yotiieid, wad am yakaf tah an 
kufu an afuid J. 
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Say : "It is God, the Unique ! God, the eternally 
besought of all ! He beg cue th not nor was begotten. 
And there is none comparable unto Him 1" 


Transcription: QuI 'anozu be 
rabbi! fdfuq, min shar re ma 
kimluq, iy£? min shat re ghasiqin 
Izu ivaqah, wa min shar riii 
nttffasal-i-fit 'uqad, v. r? min shar 
re hattsidm iza hasad). 


j j 

4- * 1 - ^ -V X 

J —+ i 




jo 


C _J I La. 


Say ' "I seek refuge in the Lord of the Dawn ' 
3 com the mischief of created tilings: from the mischief 
or Darkness as it over-spreads; from the mischief of 
those who practise secret arts; and from the mischief 
of tiie envious one as he practises envy. lf 


Transcription: Qid 'arumzu be 
rabbit naas. mu h kin nans, ilaahin 
naas, min shar rit was was it 
fchannaas, a I ia?J yo was wiso fi 
sudoorm naas, min ai 
jinnat-i-wan naas. 


c>5 * L£&' 

$*v?U\u*)£Lp\y£ 
b- 1 ! /J ^ ^ 


Say : "I seek refuge in the Lord and Cherish er 
or mankind, the King (or Ruler j of mankind, the God 
i m Judge) of mankind, from the mischief of the sneak- 
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ing whisperer, who withdraws (after his whisper). -{the 
same.) who whispers into the hearts of mankinds 
among jinns and among men," 

Anyhow, after the Sura 'of MHamdo-Sharif 
some other Sura of the Quran, or a part of it, is to be 
recited. Only this much of the Quran Es recited during 
each Rakhu nl the Namaz, When the recitation has 
been completed, w ith the thought of the Majesty anti 
Glory of God embedded in our hearts, we should say 
Allah-o- Akbar and perform the Ruku by placing our 
hands on our knees without bending them and 
pronounce a number of times the phrase : 

rabblyal ‘V&eml 3-J^Uw* 

/ 

Glory be so my Lord, (he most Elevated 


While reciting the above formula in the Ruku 
we should also meditate on its meaning, on the Glory 
and Magnificence of the Lord, Then the head be raised* 
front the Ruku. saying: 


f T run scrip 1 1 on : Sam i ' ai Utah ti 
timan hamidah) 




God has heard she servant ho has praised Him 

■? 

{Transcription: Rub barton cdUvSLl JSA) LTj 

I aka I Hamd J 

Oitr Lord f Praise be to Thee 

Then, again, we should say Atlalvo-Akhar from 
the depth of our hearts and pro smite ourselves before 
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tine Lord and perform two Sajdas simultaneously* 
During the Sajda the under- mentioned formula should 
be repeated a number of times imagining inwardly 
that God was present light (here, seeing and hearing 
everything, and we. were addressing the words directly 
to him. 

f Tr (insert /? i f o n : S ti b h a a na V^a] ) 

rab-htvu a ‘lari} ^ ^ 

Glory be to to my Lord, the Most High 

While reciting these words in the 5 ajda, also, 
we should try sincerely to call forth within ourselves 
the realisation of our abject helplessness and humility 
and the Supreme Might and Magnificence of the Lord. 
The deeper am! stronger the realisation, the better and 
truer wilt he the Namaz for this sentiment constitutes 
the very* life and soul of worship. 

This completes one Rak’at. AH the remaining 
Rak'aH arc to be offered similarly except that 
httana kui-iaahummal is recited only in the first 

Rctk'iil. 

When we sit during a Namaz, or at the end of 
it, we recite tut- tahiyaat) which, indeed, is us essence 
and substance: 


t T run sc rt p 1 1 o n : A tthiycwfu 
l i tool in wflj $&t aw a a tu n -of 
latyyaboatu, as salaam n 'aiatka 
ayytihan nabeeyit u'tr rcihmatui 
Utahi vi-tv bar a kaatuh. as sola omit 


LiJ 1 3 eljj 1 

1 ^ , n. ' 
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'oluinua wo'ulaa iboad laahis 
5 a ti been, ash -ft a at-laa 11 outlet 
il-lal-laah, wa ash-haefu un-no 
M ti hum tn o dan " a bduhn w a 
rosoinhf 


I ^rurl-^J ? ¥ ^ Ut 


The most blessed greetings, [he purest find most 
sincere in cl hi at ions unto Got, Peace be with thee. O 
Prophet, as well as the mercy of God and His bless- 
ing?. Peace be with us also, and the pious servants ot‘ 
the Lord, I attest that there is no God if not God 
Himself, and I attest (hat Mohammad is His servant 
and Apostle. 

It' a Namaz consists ot three or four Rak'ats* 
when wc sit after the second ftak'ai only the above 
invocation is recited, and, at the end of the last Ruk'oL 
the Durood Sharif anil a prayer arc also added to it. 
1 he Du rood Sharif runs as follow*; ■ 


r T 'ra user ip r io ti : At laa h n m m a 
sal -11 ' at a a Muhum-mudin ivh 
1 a ti 7 a u a I - i - Mu hum m a (! it r k utn oa 
sat-laiia a lew Ibraa-heema it- a 
a too all- i-lbrau heemei I rm oku 
k am eedu m m uje c dp 


a Alj,; t 


0 God. bless Mohammad and his paster fry (or fuT 
lowers. I m Thou hast Itiesi Abraham and his posterity far 
followers ); Verify, Thou art the Praiseworthy. the Majestic. 


What Islam is ? - 34 


( Transcription : Atiaahurnma 
baank 'a fin Mnhammadin kamaa 

htJQKalC- la flfutl ibt‘Q{lhti&f¥lG H'tf 

(Him alt a-fbroa-hcem tn-nakn 
fwmeedum majeed). 


AiaS‘iu*ii£i 


O God \ magnify Mohammad and his posterity tor 
Jut towers) as Thou has: magnified Abraham amt his 
pits if my (orJoUtmm): Verify, Thou an the Praiseworthy 


Through the Durov d Sharif vve invoke the 
favours anti blessings of the Lord on the Prophet and 
his family and alt ihosfc who bear a special association 
wuh him, ft is, after a EJ r through the agency of the 
Prophet that the Divine boon of Islam and Namaz lias 
reached us. God has. therefore, charged us with the 
duty ot praying for him, his family and his tie seen dams 
at the end of each Namaz as an expression of our 
gratitude to him. After the D u rood Sharif \i j s required 
” us 10 rc f llc Lh C under- mentioned prayer for curse 1- 
VCii and with it the Namaz is brought to an end by 
ruining the head, first to the right and then to the left 
and wishing everyone peace and blessings of the I ord. 


iTnmscriptiun i Ai-imhitmma 
m-ftre zatamtu nafsee zitiman 
‘ at t f e ran , n< a / a a yag h fi rst ah 




35 “ Whal fsfam Is ? 


dhattoolfei i!> I fiu ansa, faghfir lee 
magihfiratnm min indika 
warhmanee in-ntka am a l 
i *hafoorur rahecml. 


i O.U 


O God, 1 have done my soul a great harm and 
no one can forgive sins if not Thee; so grant me 
forgiveness with Thy pleasure and have pity on me. 
Thou art Most Forgiving; Most Merciful. 

By means of this prayer we make an open const 
fession of our sins and misdeeds and beseech God for 
His Mercy atid Forgiveness, It is best for us always 
to consider ourselves defaulters and transgressors and 
make an open-hearted admission of our faults and 
lapses even after performing an act of worship of the 
class of Namaii and to repose all our hopes in Divine 
Compassion and Mercy. We must not allow pride or 
vanity to come near us because of our devoutness or 
worship- fulness for, whatever we may do, we can 
never hope to acquit ourselves fully of die duty of 
worshipping God and adoring Him and of rendering 
to Hint what is His due. 

All that is necessary to know about Namaz has 
been described in this lesson. Once again, we assert 
tltar Namaz is that cl i sir among the various modes of 
worship which can iransfonn a man into an angel, in 
the sphere of Ills deeds and morals, provided that it 
is offered with due concentration and the feelings of 
reverence and humility Brothers. -wc just cannot af- 
ford to take lightly the significance, worth and value 
nt [he Namaz. 
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So overpowering was the Prophet's anxiety for 
bis followers to remain steadfast in the matter of 
Namaz and offer it regularly and unfailingly that he 
took pains tn exhort them about it even during the 
last moments of his life when it had become extremely 
difficult for him to speak. 

Muslims who neglect the Namaz and do nothing 
to establish it and to keep it alive in their midsi should 
imagine lor the sake of find, how are they going ro 
face the Prophet on the Day of Reckoning, how^re 
they going to look towards him* after disregarding so 
shamelessly his iasi will and testament during their 
life. 

Come, let j/s all pray now in the words of Prophet 
A bfaham: 


( Transcription : Rab-btj 'alnee 
muqeem ux-saUuis-i-\va mm 
ZHtriyaicc, rob- buna laquhhat 
d stave, nibhmiaghfirlee wa le 
i \ a a j 1 1 d a iyyv n« t(f momt'neena 
yauma yaqoomut Hissab), 


k w 



c;, 


( H &fik' 


Oh my Lord ! Make me one who establishes 
regular Prayer, and also ( raise such ) among mv 
offsprings: Oh my Lord! And accept Thou my Prayer. 
Oil our Lord! cover ( ils ) with Thy For given ess -me, 
my parents f and all Believers ) on the Da#, that 
Reckoning will be established. rXfV : 4d-4h 
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Lesson 3 


ZAKAT 

Among the fundamental tenets ui Islam Zakai 
occupies a place next in importance only to belief and 
Namaz, As one would say, it is the third pillar of 
[slam. 

ZaktU means that a Must in j who is in possession 
of a certain amount of wealth* or more* is required 
by hi 1 - religion to spend one- fortieth of it at the end 
of every twelve months on the poor, die needy and 
the wayfarer, and on such other items of charity and 
good -doing as are. prescribed for it by God and the 
Prophet. 

IMPORTANCE 

At several places in the Quran Zakat has been 
enjoined on Muslims side by side with Naffiaz- While 
reading the Quran you would have come across a 
number of tines the command: '’Be steadfast in prayer; 
practise regular Charity," On several occasions it has 
been spoken of by the Quran as a characteristic feature 
of Muslims that, 'They establish prayer and practise 
regular Charity" These two verses go to show em- 
phatically that Those who do not offer Namaz and fail 


Kjjc< governing Zak-it can Hu found in book.? on Uaunn. 
Jurisprudence ( ' lf learnt directly from tHc 5 Umi*. 
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to pay the Zakat arc, in fact, not Muslims 1’or the two 
basic attributes and distinguishing features of a 
genuine Muslim are not present in them. 

Anyway, habitual neglect of Namaz and failure 
to practise the Zakai are, according to the Quran, not 
the qualities of a Muslim bui of an atheist or a 
poshes st. About the Namaz we have a verse in Sura- 
l-Rum of the Qtrrw? which reads : > 

Esiabl ish reg alar / 1 raye r ami iu£j l , 

be not ye among those who join .. - » - \j > * 

go {is with God : G O* 


(XXXf! 


And about the evasion of Zakai being the al- 
tribute of polytheists and infidels we have it in Sura- 
i- Fuss Hal : 


And woe to those who join gods 
with God,- those who practise not 
regular Charity, and who even 
deny the He re a fie s. (XU 

: 76 - 77 ) 



Dreadful Chastisement 

The fate that awaits those who do not pay the 
Zakat and the punishment that is going to be handed 
oui to Litem in the Hereafter is so dread fuE that the 
mere thought of it is enough to make one's hair stand 
on end, For instance, it is stated in Sura- i-Tauba : 
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And there ore those who bury 
eoid and silver and spend it not 
in the way of God; announce unto 
them a most grievous penalty- On 
the Day when heat will be 
produced out of shot f wealth t m 
the Fire of Hell, and i visit ii will 
be branded their foreheads, their 
flanks and (heir harks. "This is 
the (treasure} which ye In tried for 
yourselves , Taste ye (he 
(treasures} ye buried," 

OX :34~35) 



In one of Kis Traditions, the Prophet has ex- 
plained in a little more detail the purport of (Ids Sura. 
The Tradition when translated into English reads : 

"He who possesses gold or silver <Lc., wealth) 
boT does nui fulfil die obligations dull arc 
attached to lire possession of wealth fix., docs 
not pay the Zakat etc,.) plates of fire will be 
prepared for him on the Day of Judgement. 
These plates will be heated further in die fire 
of hell and Then his forehead and sides and 
back will he branded with them. The plates 
will he heated up again and again to brand 
him and this will continue througlioul the 
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Day of Judgement which will be equal to 
fifry thousand years in this world," 

Besides it, other horrible kinds of punishment 
are also mentioned in' the Traditions, May Allah save 
us all from them! 

UNJUST AND UNGRATEFUL 

People who have been blessed by God with 
wealth anti prosperity are, indeed, a most unjust and 
ungrateful lot it they do not pay the Zakat and shirk 
from spending their riches in His way as desired by 
Him. They richly deserve the punishment that is going 
to be meted out to them nn the Day of Recompense, 

Again, what is generally not realised is that it is 
our own poor and indigent brothers we serve when 
we pay the Zakat or spend our money on other acts 
oi charity. By evading the Zakat we, us such, do a 
l-out wrong to our needy and helpless brethren and 
play foul with their rights. 

lo think over it from another angle, whatever 
Wc llLtvc by way of property or wealth has, after all. 
iX-lii granted to us by God and we are His creatures 
amt slaves. He commands full control and authority 
over our possessions as He does over our lives. Were 
H< to demand from u.s every bit of our property or 
our life itself our duty, even then, would lie in placing 
everything before Him quietly and without demur. It 
is merely His kindness and benevolence that He has 
uhled on us to give away in Zakat only one-fortieth 
oi tiie wealth He has bestowed on us, 
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Reward 

Another extra- ordinary fovourof the Lord is that 
He has placed an enormous reward on Zakat and other 
deeds of charity though whatever we give away is 
only out of the possessions and the wealth He has 
been pleased its bestow on us. It would have been 
perfectly reasonable and justified if there had been 
no promise of a reward from Him on these things. If 
He is pleased with our conduct when we spend, from 
the resources He has favoured us with, in Zokai and 
in other char liable activities, as ordained by Him, and 
lias given the assurance of a rich premium on such 
deeds nr mits r ii is solely due to His Infinite Kindness 
and Mercy, States the Quran 


The parable of those who spend 
their sub si n nee in she Way of God 
is that of a grain of com : it 
growth seven ears and each ear 
h [i its (i h an deed gra T n s . G od gi ve t h 
manifold increase So whom He 
please lit : for God caret h for ttii 
and He knoweth ait things. Those 
who spend their substance in the 
Cause of God , and follow not up 
their gifts with reminders of their 
generosity or wit ft injury.. -the li- 
re ward is with their f.ord ; on 
them shot! he no fear nor shad 
they grieve. 


din 

■4Ai I *0 illLX 

Ir® s Syiiu vf Ju 1 'efflp- 
-1 

_ jP £ y } ■™ br " / j_ 

yi 3 LL) Tjioj ] 'G j t fd 


i jrv 0 rf j > ' 


(U ~ 
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In the above verse, three promises have been 
made on behalf of God to those who practise Zakul 
and spend their money in His Way through other 
means : 

One, God ■Anil repay them hundred- fold in this 
world for whal they spend; 

Two, they will be rewarded bounteously in the 
Hereafter; 

Three, there will be for them neither fear nor 
grief on the Day of Judgement. 

The holy Companions had the fullest faith in 
these promises. When verses extolling the spiritual 
merit of expending in the path of God and denoting 
what stupendous Divine reward (here was on it were 
revealed to the Prophet and the Companions came to 
know of them from him they were so deeply stirred 
thin such of them as were poor and did not have the 
means to give away something in charity left their 
homes and went out in search of work and carried 
heavy toads on their barks so ihrU they could earn 
some money to spend for the sake of God. 

W c will re pro d ucc he r c j U s 1 one Tradition of the 
holy Prophet revealing the significance and the out- 
standing worth and merit of Zakat. 

Stales the Prophet : There are three things, 
whoever acquires them acquires the real joy of faith 
Firstly, to worship Allah and no one besides Him; 
secondly, to believe sincerely in 
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and, lastly, to pay the Zakm cheerfully on one's pos- 
sessions every year." 

Worldly Advantages ; 

Apart from the reward and recompense in (he 
Hereafter, numerous worldly advantages also accrue 
from practising (he Zakclt regularly and spending in 
other Divinely prescribed branches of charity. For 
example, a Muslim who discharges these obligations 
properly experiences a rare feeling of satisfaction and 
tranquil lily in Ins heart, the poor do not feel jealous 
of Jos wealth-on the other hand, they wish him well, 
pray for his welfare and look towards him with love 
and admiral ion-the world holds him in high esteem- 
everyone likes him and feels drawn towards him sym- 
puclieikully-and, God bestows prosperity on him and 
multiplies his wealth, 

A Tradition of the holy Prophet reads : 

"The mandate of God is : "Q Son nf Adam l 
Go on spending the wealth I have given thee 
(on the poor, rite needy and the destitute): I 
shall give thee more," 

And, another ! 

"I can swear no one will become poor because 
of expending in the way of God." 

May Allah endow us all with staunchest faith in 
the sayings or the Prophet and grant us the great good 
fortune to act on them I 
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Less on 4 


ROZA 

A tier belief, Nciinaj; and Zakczt, the most irn ji or- 
t;int duty in Islam is Ro$a for fasting). The Quran 
says : 

Oh ye n'hv be Hew 1 fasting is 
prescribed to you as it was 
prescribed to you as it wg.t 
prescribed to those before you 
that ye may (tram) self-restraint, 

tit : 183) 

Fasting is obligatory for Muslims in the month of 
R.c.mzan. Failure to observe the fast on any day, without 
a valid reason, during this month is a great sin. We have 
it on die authority of the Prophet that, "Anyone who 
does not. without illness or any other valid excuse, 
keep fast on a single day during Ramzan will not 
slid cod in making amends tor it even if lie were to 
keep fast daily throughout his life in atonement/ 1 

Recompense 

During t J i c i 4.1 s l , a M u s 1 E m abstains I rom eating 

drinking and denies himself the pleasures of 
legitimate carnal satisfaction solely as a measure of 
worship, and sacrifices his legitimate biological needs 
and urges exclusively for the sake of God. 


- i-j A f'ir 

1+^ f ^ r 


rr 4 *£) 
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God,, too, therefore, has placed a most unique 
reward on it. The Prophet i s reported to have said : 

"There is a fixed principle for rewarding all the 
good deeds of men, and every good deed will be 
rewarded in accordance with it. But the fast is an 
exception to this general principle, The standing will 
3 ml pleasure of God is that since a man forgoes food 
and drink and crushes ijown his passions uitcflv for 
His sake, He will recompense him directly for it." 

All Lhe previous sins of a person are forgiven 
who undertakes Lite lasts of the month of Rantzan with 
loll faith and with the object of propitiating God and 
earning His reward/ 1 

"There arc two moments of special joy for a 
person who fasts : one is when he breaks the lust and 
this he experiences here, in his earthly existence, the 
other will come in the Hereafter when he will be 
presented before the Lord, 1 ' 

'Roza is a shield against, the fire of hell and a 
Strong fortress (which will protect rhe believer from 
i nf e rna 1 c ha $t l seme nr) 1 '. 

1 lie fast Etselt will plead with God for him who 
does lasting that he had gone without the day s meals 
ami shunned the cravings of the Mesh for its sake (so 
he may be forgiven and rewarded to the full). God 
will accept i lie intercession", 

'The bad odour emanating from the mouth of a 
person who is fasting (which is sometimes produced 
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because- of Hie empty stomach} is more pleasant in 
the judgment of God than the sweet smelt of musk, 1 ^ 

Another outstanding feature of Roza, besides 
those given in the Traditions quoted above, is that it 
Ms man above the level of beasts. To cai and 10 drink 
at will and lu copulate whenever the urge comes, this 
is the way of the animals. On the other extreme, to 
bo immune front hunger and thirst and the impulsions 
of sex, to stay away permanently from food and drink 
and cohabitation is the quality of angels. When a 
person fasts he rises above the animal existence and 
forges an affinity with angels. 

Special Benefit 

Moreover, A 'oza* promotes piety and righteous- 
ness in man. It produces in him the ability to control 
ins physical desires, h teaches him how to subordinate 
his carnal appetites and longings of the heart to die 
will nt God. It is thus, most effective in the discipline 
and evolution of the soul. 

But these benefits can he derived only when a 
person conscientiously strives for them and pays due 
respect, while lie is fasting, to the instructions laid 
down by the Prophet in this connection, Et is most 
necessary to leave strictly alone not only food and 
drink but also all the major and minor sins. He must 
neither quarrel nor utter a lie nor engage himself in 
slander and back ‘biting. In brief he should 
scrupulously avoid all sinful deeds, apparent as well 
as hidden, as is demanded of him in the Traditions. 
Some of the relevant Traditions are . 
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"When any of you keeps a fast he shoo I d not 
^peak an indecent nr filthy word on engage in a noisy 
scene, and were anyone to quarrel with him and call 
him names he should simply say, 'I am keeping fast 
( therefore. I can not pay you back in the same coiii>V f 

' God has no need for him to go without food 
and drink who cannot shun evil and falsehood even 
during a fast," 

"Many are there among you who fast and yet 
gain nothing from it except hunger and thirst. 1 ' 

In sum. fasts can lead to the promotion of the 
vitmes ol piety and righteousness and impart the moral 
strength needed to control and discipline the sensual 
appetites when, together with abstention from food 
and drink, all the major and minor transgressions of 
ihc law of God arc also zealously avoided while 
fasting, more specially (he use of foul and filthy 
language, falsehood, slander and backbiting. If fasts 
are observed in the right spirit and with proper care 
and solicitude, tile benefits indicated above can un- 
doubtedly. be obtained from them. 
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H A J 


The Eii si of the fundamental duties in Islam is. 
the Hajf. Laying it down as an essential religious 
obligation of Muslims, the Quran says : 



t Jgr image thereto is u duty 
men trve to God rt hose ivho can 
afford the jour new hut if any deny 
faith God stands not in need of 
any of His creatures. 


ttU 97 ) 


In litis verse while the Hoj has been declared 
obligatory it bus been made clear that it is ap pliable 
only to those who possess the means and material 
resources to undertake it. But care has been taken* in 
the last part of ii, to warn that if Muslims whom God 
has blessed with the necessary material means tu 
perform the pilgrimage still fail to carry out the duty 
through sheer ingratitude (as is common among the 
wealthy classes these days) then God does not stand 
in need of their pilgrimage. The Almighty, definitely, 
is not going to lose anything by their not performing 
the fftij, the loss will entirely to theirs. They will 
forfeit His good graces, they will deprive themselves 
of Mis benevolence, and God- forbid, a most lament- 
able fate will be waiting for them in the Hereafter. 
The Prophet is reported to have gone as far as to say: 
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"A person whom God lias given enough to per- 
form die Haj, it he still fails to do so then it does not 
matter at alt whether he dies a Jew or a Christian, 11 

Brothers, -if there is any regard in our hearts for 
1 slant, if we can boast of the least attachment to God 
and the Prophet, none of us who can afford to make 
the journey should remain without performing the Haj 
after we have known this Tradition. 

Spiritual Merit 

The importance of the Haj and the spiritual 
mcritoriousness of those who perform it have been 
emphasised in a number of Traditions. We will 
reproduce a few of them here. 

"Those who make the pilgrimage for the Haj or 
the Umra they arc the guests of God: their petitions, 
il they make any to God, wall be granted, and if they 
seek deliverance from sins, their sins will be forgiven." 

"l ie who performs the Haj and commits no wick 
ed or sinful deed during it and does not disobey God. 
he will return from it as pure and guiltless as he was 
at the time of his birth. 1 ’ 

I he reward for it pure and untainted Haj is 
paradise itself and nothing short of st. rl 

Immediate Cains 

The remission or sins and the enjoyment of the 
supreme blissfulness of paradise as a result of the 
spiritual auspiciousness of the. Haj will, Insha Allah, 
surely be granted to the faithful in full measure [tt 
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life to come, but the exquisite thrill and the sublime 
joy one experiences, the soul- stirring sensation of 
delight and wonderment one fee is, on seeing that 
choicest seat of Divine splendour- the House of' 
l\u aba -and on visiting those special places in Mecca 
where the memories of Prophet Abraham and of out 
own Prophet (peace he upon whom) are still alive, 
are also things of the celestial world on the earth. 
Then the pilgrimage to the Prophet's mausoleum at 
Medina, the offering up of Namaz in his own mosque, 
the addressing of the salutation and the be nod kali on 
to him directly., the aimless wanderings in the streets 
and the wilderness of that blessed city, the breathing 
in ot its air and the fragrance which always seems to 
be filling its atmosphere, the ethereal joy of Ids 
remembrance bursting upon one sometimes in 
laughter and so mt inks in tears-all these ihings- 
provided, of course, that one is blessed enough to feel 
them- are the immediate rewards a p 11 grime gets when 
be betakes himself to the holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina. 

Five Pillars of Islam 

1 he five fundamental teachings of Islam we have 
discussed so far- the Kaltma, Namaz, Zakm> Roza and 
Ihj are known as the Tive Pillars of the Faith', 

\ well known Tradition of the holy Prophet tells 
us that* ''l lie foundation of Islam rests on these live 
things : ( 3 ) the affirmation of 

(ii) I he establishment uffiti'waz, tiii.) the payment of 
Zakui, Civ J the observance of Roza in the month ot 
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Ramzan, and (v) the performance of Haj by Those who 
can afford to make the pilgrimage. 1 ' 

When these five items arc spoken of as the 
' Pi liars of 1 1 1 atn L it means that these are the fundamen- 
tal duties of the faith. If carried out properly Lhese 
duties are capable of producing in us the ability to 
fulfil our other religious obligations as well. Here we 
have dwell only on (heir importance and the intrinsic 
spiritual virtue that underlies them. Detailed rules and 
principles governing them can be learnt from reliable 
books on Islamic Jurisprudence or directly from a 
Muslim theologian. 
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Lesson € 


PIETY 

Piety forms part of the basic essentials of Islam, 
h means to observe the. Divine Command merits con- 
scientiously and scrupulously and to avoid ail forbid 
den and wicked and shameful things, believing wholly 
and firmly in the Great Requital of the Last Day and 
fearing God and His wrath and punishment as a burnt 
child is supposed to dread the fire. In other words, ir 
demands m ns, on the one hand, to carry out. thorough- 
ly and well, the Julies prescribed by the Almighty 
and to fulfil zealously the rights of men who have a 
claim on us according to the Divine law. and. on the 
other, to refrain strictly from doing anything that has 
been prohibited us by Him, it calls on us to make the 
fear of God our constant companion. Both in the Quran 
and the Traditions a very great emphasis has been 
laid on piety and righteousness and it has been urged 
on us most force i oily and persistently to cultivate it 
m ourselves. Some of the relevant verses of the Quran 
are : 


0 yc who believe ! j:ar God m 
He should be [eared, ami die not 
except in a jiuise of Islam. 


' >*Jt tii rc£ JLp L£ U 

tf; i * c * 

o* v > *uiu ? 


till r 102) 
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So fear God as much as you 
can; lisle a and obey, 

\I.XlV ; 16) 


r i jU- s iff. t j i t5 



0 ye who believe 1 fear Gad 
and lei every sou! look to what 
(provisions i he has sent forth for 
the morrow , Yea, feat God: for 
Gad is well- acquainted with fall) 
that ye do. 



iUX : IS) 


The Quranic verses* further, reveal that there is 
a great favour of the Lord even in this world on those 
who tear God and practise piety and righteousness. 
Got! shows special munificence to them and makes 
His help available to them in a thousand ways ; 

And for those who fear God He £ ~ 3 i ^ 

( ever) prepa res a way t nil . n nd He f-' 1 ^ 

provides for him from (sources , dfl Jj>* j tlGt* 

he tie ve r con I d into# me . _ L m 


(XLV : 2- 3) 


The Quran also tells that those who lead a life 
piety and righteousness become the ’Friends of God', 
and , then, for them there is neither fear nor shall 
they ever grieve. 

Behold f verily on the Friends 


of God there is no (cor, nor shall 
the\ gi ieve. those who believe and 
' c a ns tan Sly l gu a r d a g a i ns t 
e vtlpor them are. Glad Tidings, m 
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■ r he life of (he Present and the Hereafter. 

(X 62-64) 


Cl % 4 i 




Some of the wonderful boons and blessings that 
await the pita and the righteous in the Hereafter 
have been revealed briefly in the following verses ; 


Soy : Shall I give you glad tidings 
of things far better than Fha.se ? for 
Fhe righteous ore Gardens in 
nearness to their Sami, with rivers 
flowing beneath: therein is their 
e Serna! home with Companions 
i 'pure and holy). and the good 
pleasure of God. S' or in God's sight 
a v (at if Si is servants . ' 

if Si : Hi 


id" " * - j> 

*• **' y 

- -yj IP y} ^ .- 

hig-> isgd jijfc 



And, verily , for the righteous, is 
a beautiful place of (Final} 
Return-Gardens of Hternity whose 
doors will ever he opened to them; 
therein wilt they recline (at t-isi-t. 
therein can they cad tat pleasure ) 
for fruit in ah undo nee and 
(delicious) drink; and best dr ;h< m 
will be chaste women restraining 
(heir glances , (companions) of 
eqnat age. Such is the promise 
made to God forth* Day of Account 
' Truly, such wili he Our bounty 
(to you) ft will never Jail, 

(XXXV} fi ; 4&~$4 i 


rtf’* A&*. ^ Id 

*Ax+jl< 

6+t- igj )/i 

&J.S .* [j, i 

’iX-* It) ] o — ■ ' • 
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fn the Quran, again, men of piety are given the 
very special tidings of place of exceptional nearness 
to God in the Hereafter : 

As to the Right eons, (hey will 
he it\ the midst of Gardens and 
Rivers, in an Assembly of Truth 
in the presence of a Sovereign 
Omnipotent. 

(LfV:54-55) 

The sole criterion of honour and superiority with 
God is piety. 

Verify, the mast honoured of jlLi pit Qf 

you in she sight of God is {he who " " f -- 

is's i 'he most righteous of you. H ± pJh T 

{XI. IX : 13) 

. Similar? r it has been declared "by the hoi) Prophei 
in one Ids Traditions that ; 

rt 

'Nearest and dearest to me are those who possess 
the virtue of piety no matter what race or nationality 
they belong to or which country they live inT 

Piety (he., fear of God and an over-powering 
anxiety for the Hereafter) is the root of all virtue. It 
is the measure of ail goodness. We will be as good 
and nob]e and as free from what is base ^rid^, corrupt 
as there is piety in us. 

Another of the Prophet's Traditions reads : 

"A holy Companion once said to the Prophet, 
Sir, 1 have heard so many of your valuable sayings 


3 ur T J ■JL.H fc -i * ^ 

du-LflO °_r+- 

rtJ 
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tbaT I tear I may not be able to remember them all, 
So I request you for a comprehensive advice which 
may suffice for me always. The Prophet replied, Tear 
God m proportion to your knowledge and make that 
tear and piety the guiding principles of your life'.' 1 

lie who has (ear wit! set out early and he who 
will set out early wifi reach the destination in time." 

The fortunate and the successful, indeed, are 
those who fear Gpd and prepare for the life to come. 

Even a single tear shed out of fear of God and 

oi His anger and punishment carries a great value in 
His eyes. 

'There are two drops/' says the Prophet, "and 
!_ wo marks [hyn whkh nothing is more precious to 
God. Of the two drops so exceedingly dear to Him 

one h ,he Ecar may have fallen from the eyes of 
anyone out ot His tear, and the other is the drop of 
blood that is shed in His path. Similarly, of the two 
marks one is the mark sustained in the path of God 
d.f. the scar left behind by a wound sustained in 
JelLadh and the other is the mark which may have 
developed as a result of the carrying out of a religious 
obligation fas for example, the marks one often sees 

011 l!ie forehead and knees of those who offer (he 
Namaz regularly)/' 

We will take up one more Tradition of the 
Prophet, It says : 

Neve: can he go to hell who weeps in flic fear 
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TJic’ sum and substance of the entire discussion 
ts that If is great, indeed, to be blessed with true fear 
of God and a genuine solicitude for The Hereafter. It 
i-iLR literally revolutionise one's whole existence. 

Brothers, -know it thoroughly and well that one 
who is God-fearing in this transit ary world will have 
absolutely nothing to worry in the Hereafter. He will 
have neither fear nor anxiety. He will dwell in eternal 
peace, comfort and happiness by the Grace of God, 
On the contrary, he who is not God-fearing and shows 
no concern for After-life and refuses to look beyond 
the pleasures of material existence for him there will 
be terrible anguish and digress in the life hi come. 
For thousands ol years he will be shedding tears of 
blood. 

The surest way to develop piety, Lc. f Godfear- 
ing ness and solicitude for the Hereafter is to avail 
oncsell of the company of the devout servants of the 
Lord who four Him and obey Ills commands honestly. 
Then there are good and reliable religious books which 
should be read regularly, and, if a person is illiterate. 
Iw should have them lead out to him by others. Lastly, 
it is advisable to meditate In solitude on death and 
011 th ^ awards ortc is going to gel from God for one's 
good and virtuous deeds and the punishment thul is 
going to be awarded by Him for one’s sins and 
transgressions against the Divine Law. One should 
dwell mentally on one's state and visualise what is 
going to pass in the grave, what will one's con- 
dition be when men will be raised up again on 
The Last Day and produced before God 7 What 


5& - What Islam Is ? 


wiHonc do when the balance-shceio Tone's conduct 
on the earth will be unrolled 7 Where will one Jhem 
hluJc one' s face 7 
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Lesson 7 


Honesty In Monetary 
Dealings 

Uprightness and honesty in monetary dealings 
forms a vital part of the fundamental teachings of 
Islam, 


The Quran as well as the. Traditions of [he 
Prophet are emphatic ihat a true Muslim is he who is 
hottest and upright in Isis business ami monetary trans- 
actions, keeps his wind and fulfils his promises, shuns 
fraud and avoids deceit and perfidy, encroaches not 
upon the rights of others nor takes part in wrongful 
litigation, does not give false evidence, and abstains 
from making dishonest money as from usury and graft. 
Whoever is not free from these vices is r according to 
the Quran and the Traditions, not a true believer hut 
a renegade and a worthless transgiessui . 


We now proceed to examine, .some of the relevant 
Quranic verses and Traditions. A short verse of the 
Quran says ; 


0 ye who believe ! eat not up 
eaek-vther's property by unfati 
an d dishonest men ns. 

ftV : 291 
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The verse forbids Muslims against all unclean 
and corrupt means of making money, such as, 
dishonest trading, cm be /element, gambling, specula 
lion and bribery, then there are verses in which these 
hateful practices arc dealt with one by one. For m- 
srnnee, a severe warning is given in the following 
vetse to trailers who cheat in weighmeru ; 


Woe to those that beat tn 
fraud,- those who, when they have 
to receive by measure from men, 
exact full measure, hut h hen they 
her e to g-fve by measure or n eigfi t 
(omen, give less than due, Do they 
not t fu ok that they wifi he coifed 
to account -on a Mighty Day when 
Dili) mankind wifi stand before the 
Lord of the Worlds. 

(IMXUJ ; / -6 .1 


11 Cl-** 


ji-neSj , 

1 1 f i r s 


■* 


In the same way, the under -mentioned verse 
culiorts Muslims lo be very particular about their trusts 
and about other people's rights. 

God doth command you to Zyf *i?j*** i „ 
render hack your tens a to those f J ^ 1 >-0-* Id kjol i 

fo whom they are due, -yffi t 

(IV ; 58) 

At two places in the Quran a chief distinguishing 
teal ore of Muslims is said to be thai they arc 


v Vyv 
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1 !n>.\ c u * h o fa ithfu ( f y observe 
(rusts tine! their covenants 
(XXI l! : 8) 


• X - y ,^0 


The Prophet used olien to say in his sermons : 

Remember, tee is no faith in him who is not 
truss won hy: there is no place for him in rdigion who 
cares no1 hjr pledged word or promise. 1 11 

Another Tradition says : 'The signs of a hypocrite 

™f c : whL>n hc s P™ k ^ he is false; when he promise* 
lie fails: and when he is trusted, he plays false. 11 

Condemning those who cheat in business the 
saq-ed Prophet has said, "He who cheats is not of us 
Ucce it fulness and fraud are things that lead one to HeR" 

Hie Prophet of God once came upon a heap of 
com m i he market of Medina and thrust his hand into 
,L H' s /'*S«s felt damp. On being asked, the trader 
repl ted that ram had fallen upon it. The Prophet ob- 
served "Why did you not shvn keep (the * cL portion 

'V ) I[above thc d CV corn, so that men may see it ? 
Me who deceives is not one of us. 11 


1 hus, traders who deceive by showing to cus- 
tomers a false sample or by concealing from them the 

,, ,. ts °* the ar!icl c they offer for sale are not true 
Muslims ,n the judgement of the holy Prophet and, 
joil- forbidding, they are going to end up in hell, 
Another Tradition says 
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'The seller must explain lo Lhc buyer die defects, 
if any. in the quality of the article offered for sale. 
Should this not be done, ihe seller will permanently 
be caught tu the wrath of Allah f- according to another 
narrator the exac t words are, 'he will always be cursed 
by the angels ’). 11 

In short, all manner of deceit and dishonesty in 
business is prohibited in Islam, it has been proclaimed 
to be an act Worthy of unqualified condemnation. The 
holy Prophet has expressed his strong dislike for those 
who do so. He has said that lie will have nothing to 
do with them; they do not belong to him. 

Likewise, bribery and usury, although they might 
he. practised hy mutual consent and agreement, are 
totally disallowed to Muslims and those who are g i. d J u 
of litem have been condemned squarely in the Tradi- 
tions. A well known Tradition on usury reads : 

"The curse of God rests on him who offers loan 
on usurious terms, and on him who receives, and on 
those who are witnesses to the transaction, and on the 
writer who writes the deed thereof 11 

As for bribery, the Prophet has, in a Tradition, 
"condemned alike The giver of bribes., and the taker 
of bribes in deciding cases/' 

A Tradition goes even to the extent of saying 
that, "H a person made ;t recomniendaiidn for anyone 
m a just matter and ihe gratified party gave him 
something as a gift (in return for it! and he accepted 
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it then he committed a grave error (meaning that it, 
tflo T is a form of bribery). 1 ' 

Worse still is the usurpation of another's 
property by force or fraud or dishonest litigation. We 
have it on the authority of the Prophet that: 

"Whoever occupies land belonging to another 
unjustly will be sunk into the ground along with that 
phit of land on the Doomsday rill he readies [lie lowest 
layer of the earth. 

'He who acquires the property of a Muslim un- 
justly by taking a false oath (before an Officer) is 
tie bar red by God from entering Paradise and the Pi re 
of Hell h made inevitable for him", On hearing it a 
Companion is reported to have asked, "Even if it be 
a minor thing ■ 7 " The Prophet is said to have replied. 
"Yes, even if it be a twig of Pito (a plant which grows 
wild. Its twigs are used for cleaning the teeth), 

The Prophet, again, is reported 10 have warned 
a person who was very fond nf entering into litigation 
with others in these strong words. "Remember, he 
who will obtain the property of another by swearing 
a false oath will appear as a leper before God (on the 
Day of Judgement), 

A ml, again: 

"Whoever laid his claim on a thing that was not 
his is not of us. He will do well 10 reserve a place 
for himself in the Hell." 
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It is narrated that one day. after the morning 
prayers the holy Prophet stood up and said thrice with 
great feeling that, "Perjury has been made the 
equivalent of Polytheism." 

II I -Gotten Wealth 

Money or property which is acquired through 
unfair means, as we have just indicated, is positively 
unclean and unlawful and anyone who makes use of 
it and spends is on his needs does himself a great 
harm. As the sacred Prophet has warned, his prayers 
will not find acceptance with God, his supplications 
will not be answered* his petitions will nut be granted, 
and in case he does good deeds they will avail him 
nothing In the Hereafter, there will be no share for 
hi m in the special favours and good graces of the 
Lord . 


A Trad ii ion says "if a person cams or acquires 
anything through dishonest means and then gives 
away a part of It in charily, ins act of charity will not 
be accepted, and if lie will spend from it on his needs 
there will be no auspicious ness or real prosperity In 
it, and should lie leave it behind to his descendants 
on his death it will serve for him as hell's provision. 
Relieve it, God does not erase evil with evil <i.e. p 
charity and almsgiving from ill-gotten gains can 
never lend to salvation). One impurity cannot remove 
another it cannot make it pure." 


And another; 
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"God is pure Himself and He accepts only of- 
ferings that are pure." 

The Prophet, at the end of the Tradition also 
narrated the story of a man "who undertakes a long 
ariu ted ions journey (to supplicate to Gud at a haloed 
place) and arrives .(at his destination) in such a state 
r f ial 13 ‘ s * iatr ls dishevelled and his body is covered 
from head to foot with dust. He threw s up his hands 
towards the heavens and cries out, "Q Lord ! O my 
Preserver !' but his sustenance if of the impure and 
he has been *f^ht up oh what is polluted; -how can 
his prayer be granted when such is the case ?" 

The above amply demonstrates that when a per- 
* 0n draws h' s livelihood from impure means his 
prayers no longer remain worthy of being answered^ 
Yet another Tradition of the holy Prophet reads : 

"1/ a P criEon buys a cloth for ten dirhams 1 and 
one of them is tainted (Le., it has been earned 
dishonestly), none of his Namaz will be accepted by 

(Jod as long as he wears 3t. lr 

And, here is one more : 

'The flesh gathered on one’s body by means of 
unclean earning deserves to be thrown into the Fire." 

Brothers r -Jf we have the tiniest spark of faith left 
in our breasts we must make up our minds, once for all, 

L (Jjrhatn js saj d to be sn uj^tamped piece of silver which 

WAs CUm:nl :in Arabia of those days as a coin. Later U 

was altered into a round form and slumped, hs value it 

unccnasri. Translator 
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after hearing these Traditions* that whatever poverty 
and hardship we may have to endure in the world we 
wih never care to make a single peony from unclean 
and dishonest sources and will always content our- 
selves with what wc earn through honest lawful 
means. 

Clean Earning and Honest Trade 

Just as Islam has condemned all unclean and 
unlawful means of making money as. wicked and sinful 
and denounced all profits derived from them as filthy 
and devilish, in l tie same way it has proclaimed great 
virtue in seeking one's livelihood honestly and in 
engaging oneself cleanly in trade or profession. The 
Prophet has said : 

"To earn a clean living is also a duty nest only 
to the prescribed duties of the faith .’ 1 

'The cleanest food js that which has been earned 
by the labour of his hand. Indeed,. Prophet David used 
to work with his own hands for the food he ate." 

"The trader who plies his trade cleanly and 
honestly will rise in the Hereafter in the company of 
Prophets, saints and martyrs . 11 

Kindness and Compassion in Monetary Dealings 

Islam tuts hud great stress on honesty and truth- 
fulness in trade and other monetary dealings and 
described profound virtue and excellency in it. It has 
declared it to be a means of gaining nearness unto 
God. Islam, likewise, enjoins on us to be kind and 
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avuhl harshness anti severity in our monetary trans- 
act tuns anti has promised great spiritual ad vantage 
m it also. We will reproduce two of the Prophet's 
Traditions here ; 

"Blessings of God be on him who is mild and 
gentle in his business transactions and in the realisa- 
tion of his dues." 

"God will protect him from the agonies of the 
Day of Judgement who allows respite to a poor and 
indigent servant ot His in the payment of his debt or 
writes off the debt (altogether or a part of it).’ 1 

Htcse traditions are meant for merchants and 
other wealthy men from whom people borrow money 
in the hour of their need. As for the borrowers, the 
Prophet used to urge them to do their best to pay back 
their debts quickly lest they die in a state of 'indeb- 
tedness, with the claim ot anyone lying unsettled on 
their heads. How strict the Prophet was in this regard 
can be imagined from the following Traditions 

*1 1 a person is killed in the path of God then ail 
his sins will be forgiven {by virtue of his martyrdom). 
But it he owes anyone anything even martyrdom will 
no! secure his release from ir." 

r By the Lord in whose power lies the life of 
Muhammad, if a person falls a martyr in the path of 
God and returns to life and is kilted again in the path 
of God and returns to life only to be killed once more 
m the cause of God and there is still a debt outstanding 
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against him, (until it is settled) even he will not be 
able to enter Paradise." 

These two T raditions are quite sufficient to show 
what great importance Islam attaches to monetary 
affairs and the rights of mem May Allah gram us the 
wisdom to understand their delicacy and significance 
and to make it our constant endeavour to ■assure that 
the claims of no one are left unsatisfied by us ! 
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Lesson 8 


Social Conduct And 
Mutual Relations 

Social conduct, good manners and respect for 
the rights of each- other, again, form an important 
part of Islamic teachings. One can become a good 
and true Muslim only when one also observes faith* 
fully the social code of Islam by which we mean the 
rules and regulations governing the modes and man- 
ners of behaviour between man and man and man and 
society as laid down by it. For instance, what should 
the attitude of parents be towards their children and 
of children towards their parents 7 What sort of con- 
duct should prevail between brothers and between 
brothers and sisters How should husband ami wife 
live together 7 How arc we to treat those who are 
older than ourselves and those that are younger 7 
What are the rights of our neighbours on us 7 How 
should the rich behave towards the poor and the poor 
to wards the rich 7 What mode of relationship should 
obtain between master and servant 7 And, so forth. 
Islam has provided us with a most precise and com- 
plete guidance on haw arc we to fulfil our social 
responsibilities and act in our dealings and relation- 
ships with ah those individuals and groups with whom 
we come into contact, one way or the other, in the 
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different walks of our daily life, and this is what we 
are going to discuss in the present chapter, 

Rights of Parents 

The most primary relationship in this world ex- 
ists between man and his parents, fn Islam the rights 
ot parents have been described as next only to (he 
rights of God, To quote from the Quran : 


1 he Lord has ordained that ye 
worship none bus Him: and to 
show kindness to your parents 
H he t her one or hush of them a Si a in 
(o aid age wish sheet ana say not 
them "tie /■' neither reproach 
them; hut speak So them bosh with 
respectful speech; and defer 
humbly to them out of tenderness; 
and scsy r "Lord f have compassion 
on them both, even as they reared 


me vj hen } ty'£j fi Sites' 


2V2tfl 


\XVU : 




1 1, 


O i L^j Ifis 


Another verse of the holy Book goes on to tell 
that should (he parents of a person he polytheists and 
want him also to follow their faith, he ought to decline 
to obey them, but even then lie should continue to 
treat them well and to behave towards them with 
respect. The exact words of the verse are : 
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Ay U l jJ 'JokvW. & 1 % 

Is j -j — *•* a-A 1 <Ji, Wv^ Uo S L^-V^k-- 


"flu/ if they strive to make thee join in worship with 
Mr things of which thou hast no knowledge, obey them not: 
yet hear them company in this life with Justice fatid eon* 
si deration), (XXXI ; 

15 } 


Besides the Quran, and in the Traditions also, a 
very great stress has been laid on rendering full devo- 
tion ami obedience to one's parents. To disobey one's 
parents, to ignore their feelings, or to disregard their 
comfort or happiness in any other way Iras been char- 
acterised by the Prophet as a grievous sin. Take these 
Traditions, for example : 

"In the pleasure of parents lies the pleasure of 
God, and in their displeasure, the displeasure of God." 

Once a person enquired from the Prophet, "What 
are the rights of parents ? n The Prophet replied, 
"Parents are the heaven and hell of their children 
(meaning that salvation and Paradise could be gained 
by serving-one ' s parents well while disobedience So 
and ill-treatment of them could lead one to hell)," 

The Prophet once observed, ' Every time a dutiful 
son or daughter looks with affection and respect 
inwards his or her father or mother God writes against 
his or her name the reward of an approved Raj," l-pon 
this, some of" the Companions enquired, "Our Master 
! Suppose a person docs so a hundred times each day. 
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will he, even then, be gtven the reward of an approved 
Haj for every glance he cast* ?" "Yes", the Prophet 
cplted, Goths Most Great. Most Holy (meaning dial 
the bounty ot the Lord is boundless)," 

Heaven lies under the feet of the parents," 

The Prophet once said to the Companions, that 
the most mortal sms in i he world were three ; 

"To associate anyone with Cod. to disobey 
P rents, and to give false evidence." 

wh Ag r m : '™ Cre are lhree *>'P es of men towards 
Whom God will not look with mercy on the Dav of 

judgement, and one of them are those who disobey 
their parents. 11 '■* 

Rights of Children 

Islam has laid an equal stress on the rights of 
Utildren on parents also We will leave out here tile 
respims.bthty of parents to feed and clothe theu 
children since there .s found in them an instinctive 

awareness of it and they carry it out normally and in 
the natural way. 

The rights of our children about which we arc 
generally careless and neglectful are those concerning 
heir moral and religious training and up-bringing 
Islam has made it binding on us, as a matter of duly 
that we brought up our wards and children in such a 
way that they did not have, to make their way to hell 
after death. We are required to be extreme!; careful 
in this respect. Says Lhe Quran ; 
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0 ye / save 

yourselves and your Jam Hies from 
the Fire of Hell. 

(LXVi ; 6) 


,A-c. J ' 


vb&y 


The Prophet has, in a Tradition, stressed the need 
of giving proper training to children in these words : 

"No better gift can there be from a father to his 
children than that he brought them op properly / 1 


Some parents are more fond of their sons than 
daughters. They take a great interest in the upbring- 
ing of their male issues while the welfare and train- 
ing of the female ones is generally neglected by 
them. Daughters are, sometimes, considered to be 
a burden. For this reason, Islam has devoted par- 
ticular attention to the proper upbringing of girls 
and extolled it as an act of great virtue. The holy 
Prophet has said : 


"Anyone who has a daughter or a sister and he 
treats her well and looks after her welfare and training 
carefully and marries her at the right place, God will 
reward him with Paradise," 

Mutual Rights Between Husband and W ife 

Conjugal relationship occupies a place of out- 
standing importance in the economy of humatuaf- 
fairs. It is a most strong and intimate tie that hinds 
husband and w r ife into a life-long partnership, Islam, 
therefore* has furnished a complete guidance in 
respect of it as well. In a nutshell, Islam demands 
from wives to be scrupulously faithful fo their bus- 
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bands and to remain their best friends and (rue well- 
wishers and never to betray their trusts. The Quran 
declares : 

Therefore, the righteous ,* 
women ore obedient, rittd guard " ^ 

it* the husband's} absence. V |_ji >l_ n y»\T ,'- v 

(IV ; 34 ) > '* ' 

And from husbands it requires that they shmlkJ 
give of their love ungrudgingly to their wives, main- 
tain them as best as they can within their means and 
leave nothing to he desired hy way of their emotional 
contentment. Says, again, the Quran : 

Live with your wives on a footing ± ca ^ JJ? - 

of kindness and equity. ^ 

(IV: 19} 

• iT£ ^L-4i j 

fri keeping with these teachings of the Quran, 
the Prophet used to attach profound importance to 
the harmony of married life among Muslim. lie used 
10 urge upon Muslim husbands and wives to keep 
each-other happy and to attend to each other happy 
and ir"? attend to each-other's needs and interests 
with loving care. Some of his Traditions in this 
connection read : 

"if a man calls his wife to Inin and die wife refuses 
and he stays annoyed with her during dtf night, the 
angels will not cease to curse her name till day- break." 

" Hie woman who dies in such a stale thai her 
husband is pleased with her shall go to Heaven. 11 
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'‘By the Lord in whose power lies the life of 
Mohammad, no woman can fulfil the rights ot God 
who does not fulfil the rights of her husband/' 

" Charge you to be kind to your wives f Remember 
this advice of mine, See r they are subordinate to you 
and in your power/' 

"Good among you are those who are good to 
their wives. 1 ' 

"He is the most perfect believer On God) who 
is perfect in his manners and most affectionate towards 
his wife and children/ 1 

Rights of Relatives 

Besides our parents and children and husbands 
or wives there also exists a gppcial tic of kinship 
between us and our other relatives. Islam has paid 
due attention to this aspect of our social existence, 
too, and evolved certain rights and Julies in respect 
of it. Thus, in the Quran we arc. told to be kind to our 
kinsmen and one who disregards and pays on heed to 
die bonds of kinship has been condemned as ,j trans- 
gressor and a sinner of the worst order. 

The Prophet once said, "He who violates the 
rights of kinsmen and shows no respect for the bonds 
of kinship in his conduct shall not go to heaven." 

in this connect ion a special advice of the Prophet 
is that if a relative violates the tics of relationship 
with regard to*us even then we should continue to 
fulfil, on our part, the obligations we have towards 
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him. The exact words of the holy Prophet are, r, If a 
near relative treats you indifferently and ignores the 
bond of relationship do not turn vour back on him 
but keep on discharging, on you pan. the obligations 
of relationship towards him." 

Rights of the Old on the Young and of the 
Young on the Old 

It i$ a general principle of Islamic social be- 
haviour that everyone should respect his ciders and 
carry himself with due deference in their presence. 
In the same way, those who are older are required to 
treat those who arc younger to them with kindness 
and affection, even if there be no relationship between 
them. 

Said! the Prophet : "He is not of us who is not 
affectiohate to those who are younger than himself 
and respectful to those who are older." 

' 'For the young man who will honour an old man 
because of his years God will appoint men who will 
honour him in his old age r 1h 

Rights of Neighbours 

Apart from relatives, there obtains a permanent 
association also between a man and his neighbours. 
In Islam full attention has, accordingly, been paid to 
ii and definite instructions have been provided for our 
guidance in this behalf as well. The Quran calls upon 
us to be good and courteous in our behaviour towards 
our neighbours in the same way as ii has commanded 
us to maintain the best of conduct towards our parents. 
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brothers and s Esters and towards our other nea'r rela- 
tives : 


*£> Lm'i 


wii b li -jbil iQ Jii) 1 s 


Neighbours who are near, neighbours who are 
strangers, She companions by your side. (IV : 36) 

Three categories of neighbours have been spoken 
of in this verse and it is expected of us to maintain 
cordial relations with all of them. 


“The phrase ’neighbours who arc near' denotes 
neighbours who may also happen to be our relatives; 
'neighbours who are strangers’ denotes those with 
whom wc have no family ties, and companions by 
your side’ means persons with whom we come into 
contact temporarily in the course of our daily ac- 
tivities, like a casual acquaintance', in antimate friqnd, 
a fellow-traveller, a classmate and a colleague, 
whatever their religious denomination, Islam reminds 
us that we have an obligation to be friendly and 
sympathetic towards all the three categories of neigh-- 
hours. 


Says the holy Prophet : 

"He who believes En God and the Day of Recom- 
pense will never harm his neighbour." 

"He is not a Muslim who cats Ins fill and lets 
his neighbour go hungry." 
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It is narrated that the Apostle of God once em- 
phatically exclaimed, lr He-He is not a believer in 
God.' r The question was asked, "G Apostle of God : 
Who is not a believer in God ?" The Prophet observed'. 

Whose neighbour dues not feel secure on his ac- 
count/' 

Vet another Trad it ton reads ; 

He shall not go to Heaven from whose mischief 
his neighbours do not fed secure." 

It is reported that once a Companion said to the 
Prophet, Sir, there is a woman about whom it is said 
tlvu site offers a great deal of prayers, observes a 
great deal of fasts and does a great deal of charity, 
but she also causes a great deal of troub'lc to her 
neighbours owing to the sharpness of her tongue/' 
The holy Prophet observed, "She will go to Hell/ 1 
'] he Companion then said, "Q Apostle of God ! There 
is another woman about whom it is said that she 
engages herseli little in prayers, fasting and charity 
(that is, she observes the supererogatory prayers, fasts 
arid charily less than the First woman) but never of- 
fends her neighbours by her tongue,: The holy Prophet 
observed* “$he will be in Heaven/' 

Brothers,-S uch are the rights of neighbours in 
Islam, Alas, how heedless have we now grown to 
them 3 

Rights of the Weak and the Poor 

So far we have dealt with the rights of men with 
whom we have an intimate personal connetion of some 
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kind, whether o I family or neighbourhood or business 
or friendship. In addition to these, Islam has conferred 
certain special rights on the weaker and the. poorer 
sections of the society and on every kind of a needy 
person, [t has been made the duty of all well-to-do 
people to look after their well-being Etnd to serve them 
in whatever way they can, The more prosperous 
among Muslims should realise that their less fortunate 
brethren, too, have a share in their wealth and other 
capabilities. The Quran has enjoined at a number of 
places that the needs of the orphans, the weak anti 
the indigent and other needy and destitute persons 
should be taken care of. the hungry should be fed, 
the til-dad should be clothed, and, so on. 

It is narrated that once the Prophet joined two 
of his fingers and showing them to the Companions 
said, "He who supports an orphan shall be as close 
to me in Heaven as are these fingers to each-other," 

He is also reported to have observed : 

"He who endeavours to relieve the widow, the 
depressed and the needy is as one who strives in the 
service of God, and, in Divine reward, he is as one 
who permanently fasts during the day and spends 
one's nights in prayers," 

"Peed the hungry, visit the sick and free the 
captives," 

"Help the distressed and be a guide to those who 
have lost their way . 11 
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No distinction has been drawn in the above Tradi- 
tions of Lhc Prophet between a Muslim and a non* 
Muslim. All poor and needy persons have a claim on 
us no matter to what religion they belong. We cannot 
withhold our helping hand from anyone on the ground 
that he is not a co-religionist. In some Traditions, the 
Prophet has exhorted us to show kindness also to 
animals and promised great reward to those who take 
pity on these dumb creatures of the Lord. 

Islam, truly, is a blessing to the entire universe 
and the w^ole of creation, and our guide and master. 
Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon whom), "a mercy 
to die worlds." The pity i,s that we ourselves have 
wandered away from his teachings. Would to God 
that we. too, became a mercy to the- whole world by 
becoming [roe Muslims. 

Rights of Muslims on Each-Other 

Further, there is a special claim of Muslims on 
each-other which flows out of the common bond of 
Islam, 

Said the Prophet : 

"Every Muslim is a Muslim’s brother. He should 
neither harm him himself near leave him alone (when 
someone else does so but try his best to help him and 
to protect him). Whoever among you will fulfil the 
need phhis brother God will take it upon Himself to 
fulfil his needs, and a Muslim who will remove the 
distress of a Muslim brother will, in, return, find a 
distress of his removed by God on the Day of Requital, 
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and anyone who will hide the shame of a Muslim, his 
.sins will he hidden by God on the Last Day," 

Do not bear a grudge or enmity against each- 
other, do not be jealous of each-other, and do not 
indulge in backbiting. 

"Live like brothers and the servants of One God, 
U is not allowed to a Muslim to cease to be on talking 
terms with a Muslim for more than three Jays." 

I he life, honour and property of a Muslim are 
s acred for another. 1 ' 

-We will now close the present disusston on 
social relations and mutual rights and duties with the 
following Tradition which alone is enough to fill our 
hearts with fear. 

The Prophet is reported one day to have put the 
question to the Companions. °Who is a pauper V' The 
Companions replied, 'Our master I A pauper is a 
person who is without a penny of his own." The 
Prophet said, ''No, A pauper among us is a man who 
uhl appear on the Day of Recompense with a large 
stock of prayers, fasting and alms-giving but in the 
woral he would have abused someone, slandered 
someone, beaten someone and cheated and trans- 
gressed against someone. When he wilt be made to 
stand at the Place of Reckoning those against whom 
he would have been guilty of these transgressions will 
come forward and they will be given from his good 
deeds what will be due to them till all the fund of his 
good deeds will be exhausted and, then, the sins of 
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the aggrieved parties will be forced down upon him 
and he will, ultimately* be thrown into Kell*" 

Brothers*- Ponder over this Tradition and think 
how utterly ruinous and disastrous it is for us to 
encroach upon the right of others and to indulge in 
back-biting, slander or abuse. If you have transgressed 
against anyone or usurped his rights, make amends 
for it in your lifetime, pay back to him what may be 
his due or seek his forgiveness, and resolve sincerely 
to be careful in future otherwise it is going to cost 
you very dear in the life to come. 
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Lesson 9 


Good Manners And 
Noble Qualities 

Good manners and noble qualities of mind and 
character enjoy a place of crucial importance in the 
structure of Islamic teachings. Moral evolution and 
upjili was one of the main objects for which the 
sacred Prophet was raised up. The Prophet himself 
has said : 

"f have been sent down by God lo teach moral 
virtues and to evolve them to highest perfection. 

Importance 

An idea of the supreme importance Islam at- 
taches to the cultivation of good manners and noble 
moral qualities can be obtained from the under- men- 
tioned Traditions of the Prophet : 

' The be si of you are those who possess the best 
of manners," 

"On die Day of Recompense nearest to me will 
be one who displays in one's daily life the best of 
mariners. 11 

"On the Day ut' Reckoning the most weighty item 
in tlie ' Balance of Deeds will be good manners." 
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Gnce a Companion asked the Prophet, "What is 
ihcrc that, lakes a Muslim to paradise?' 1 The Prophet 
replied, "Fear of God and good manners." 

The Prophet, again, is reported to have said, 11 A 
Muslim with good manners and good moral disposi- 
tion gets the same reward as he who fasts (permanent- 
ly) during the day and spends his nights in prayer." 

The last Tradition tells that a believer who pos 
messes good manners and carries out scrupulously the 
moral duties imposed on him by God but does not 
engage himself much in superoragaior y fasts and prayers 
attains die degree of excellence of the man who stands 
up iti prayer ah night and fasts till day long 

The Curse of Bad Manners 

We have been warned by the holy Prophet in an 
equally forceful manner against the curse of bad man- 
ners, He has said : 

"A man with bad manners and a bad moral con- 

dun shall not enter Paradise " 

"No sin is more detestable to God than bad manners." 

Some More Important Virtues 

Though in the Quran and the Traditions we are 
taught to cultivate all good and noble moral and social 
qualities and to avoid everything that is mean or 
wicked, here wc wilt take up only such virtues as are 
more important and without which no one can hope 
to be. a good Muslim and a true believer. 
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Truthfulness 


Truthfulness is a matter of such supreme conse- 
quence in [slam that in addition to speaking the truth 
always a Muslim is exhorted also to keep company 
only with those that are truthful. The Quran states : 


"0 ye who believe f fear God 
and he uniy with those who are 
true fin word mid deed). 


i IX : 119 ) 


9 £ j 


f. r 


\0 


Says the Prophet ; 

"He who wishes to love God and His Apostle, or 
wishes God and His Apostle to love him. must take care 
to speak nothing but the truth whenever he speaks," 


"Speak the truth even if you see your ruin or 
death in it for. surely, salvation and life lie alone in 
truth, and avoid falsehood even if it may hold out to 
you the promise of success and salvation for the end 
of falsehood is nothing but failure and frustration/ 1 

Once the Prophet was asked, "What is the 
hallmark of the dwellers of Paradise V" The Prophet 
replied, ’Truthfulness. " 

k. 

Conversely, another Tradition reads : 


"To be a liar is one of the special signs, of a 
hypocrite." 


It was asked or die Prophet whether a believer 
couhl be d coward. He said, "It is possible." It was 
asked whether a believer could be a miser. Me said. 
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It is possible/ Again, it was asked of him whether 
a believer could be a liar. He said, 11 No A (The idea 
of rJxe Prophet was that a believer in God could not 
develop the filthy habit of lying. Faith could never 
accomodate falsehood; they could not go together), 


Fulfilling Promises 

IT is also a part of truthfulness that when a 
. p romi sc is n tad e it should be fu If] lied . The Q uran a nd 

traditions are very clear on the point. Our faith 
demands of us never to go back on our pledged word. 
States the Quran : 


And jutjif (every) engagement, / 
for (every) engagement wifi be 
en qHl red into (on (be Day tf/ # 

Reckoning ), Vr * ^ 


(XVII : 4 1 


To fulfil the commas which ye 
have made* 


(II : 22 ) 


And the Traditions say : 





"He who does not fulfil promises made by him 
has no share in the faith. M 


"Not to fulfil one's promises is a special sign of 
a hypocrite." ■■■ 


Trustworthiness 

Closely allied to truthfulness is the quality of 
trustworthiness. It is an important branch of it, [dam 
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has laid a special emphasis on it also. Here is what 
the Quran says ; 

God doth command you m 
render back your Tridtr to those 
ft? ^ hom l hey arc due. 

(IV ; SH) 

Arid the Traditions : 

'People \ in wham there is no trustworthiness, 
in him flierc is, so to speak, no faith,” 

"Look not si tone at anyone’s prayers and fttsis to 
decide about his spiritual excellence < that is. do not 
be impressed by anyone's spirituality simply because 
you find him devout in his prayers and fasts). You 
should also see that he is truthful when he speaks, 
restores honestly what he has received in trust to 
whom it is due. and remains righteous in times of 
adversity and suffering.' 1 

Justice 

Justice is ar integral part of Islamic ethics We must 
practise it in all spheres of life. The Quran states ; 

God commands Justice and ^ \ vL ^ 

doing of good. J 

fAW : 9) 

In l slum we are commanded to be just and fair 
not only towards our own people or co-religionists 
but also towards others even If they be the enemies 
of our life, property or faith, li is candidly stated in 
the Quran that : 




Jifcykd I '[Jk i ^1 1 


> v 
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And fgt /jyj ihe haired of others 
so you make you swerve to wro? ig 
and depart from Justice, fir just : 
that is next to piety. 

(V ; 9} 




Vfcr * A ) y th 


The above verse enjoins justice to those also, 
individuals as well as communities, who may he har- 
bouring ill-will against us. Otherwise, we are sure to 
incur flic displeasure of God anti become grievous 
.tinners and criminals in His sight. 

To refer now to some of the Traditions ; 

"The most beloved of anen in the sight of God* 
on i lie Day of Resurrection, and the nearest to Him. 
shall he the just leader; and the most hateful of men 
in die sight of God on the Day of Resurrection, and 
the farthest removed from Him. shall be the tyrannical 
ruler." 

l'be Prophet h reported to have enquired one 
day from the Companions. "Do you know who will 
be the first to come under the shadow of Divine Mercy 
on the Day of Requital T" The Companions replied, 
"God and His Apostle know best." 

The Prophet then said, "They will be those who 
accept a trust when h is offered to them and restore 
it willingly to the rightful claimant when they are 
asked to do so, and who judge in respect of others 
exactly as they would in respect of themselves." 
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The pity is that we ourselves have forgotten the 
glorious teachings of Islam, If we can produce these 
qualities in us today and become truthful in word and 
deed, and honest iri the matter of our trusts and 
promises, and just and fair in nur dealings with others, 
the success of the world is bound to kiss our feet and 
we will attain a high place in the paradise too. 

Compassion and Forgiveness 

To fed pity on a fellow human being in distress, 
to be compassionately drawn towards him. to bring 
him succour, to pardon the guilty and the defaulter 
are virtues which arc valued very highly in Islam. 
Take these Traditions, for instance : 

"Show kindness, and kindness will be shown to 
you; forgive, and you will be forgiven." 

"They w ill not obtain the mercy of God in whose 
hearts there is no feeling of kindliness for others," 

"His sins will not be forgiven by God who does 
not forgive the faults of others," 

"God will have mercy upon them that are mer- 
ficul. Treat kindly the dwellers of the earth. He who 
dwells in the heavens will treat you kindly/' 

It is- apparent from the last Tradition that our 
kindliness and gentility is not to be confined to our 
own people alone. We ought to be kind and compas- 
sionate towards friend and toe alike and to all the 
creatures that exist on the earth. 
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It is reported from the Prophet that once a person 
who was travelling by road saw a dog licking wet 
earth in the agony of its thirst, the traveller was 
moved by the spectacle and gave water to the dog to 
drink. This simple service of tile man to the thirsting 
dog pleased God so much that He blessed him with 
salvation. 

Tenderness 

Tenderness in monetary dealings, and in all other 
fields of one’s activity, and the readiness to oblige 
and to put others at ease are all virtues of the highest 
order in the Islamic pattern of morality. We will 
reproduce two I rad it ions of the holy Prophet in sup- 
port of our contention Said he : 

'Hell ^ fire is forbidden for those that are mild 
and gentle and make it easy for others to deal with 
them," 

"God is compassionate and likes compassion in 
His creatures. He grams more to the kind and the 
tender-hearted than to those that are harsh and severe," 

Self-Restraint 

Tolerance, affability, self-restraint, and the 
ability to control one’s temper and to overlook what 
is unpleasant and disagree able are qualities that 3 slant 
wants everyone to cultivate. Believers who possess 
these fine moral attributes hold a very high place in 
the estimation of God, 
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In the Quran where a mem ion is made of the 
blessed ones for whom the paradise has been laid out 
such people are specifically referred to : 


Who restrain anger and pardon g'f) £ 

(alt menh " ' “ i - / ' 

(Hi : 134 j ■vt-O/J i *o*STq* 


Said (he Prophet : 


"God will hold back His punishment from him 
who will hold back his anger," 

Blessed, indeed, are men who remember these 
verses and Traditions during moments of provocation 
and exercise restraint, and. in return, God stays His 
chastisement from them ! 


Gentleness of Speech 

Gentleness of speech is a re tig ious virtue in Islam 
and rudeness a sin. The Quran declares : 

Speak fair w the People. , 
m : S3) 


t p 
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We have it from tile Prophet that ■ 

"To speak politely is piety and a kind or charity." 

"To indulge in intemperate language and in harsh 
behaviour is to perpetrate an injustice and the home 
of injustice is Hell." 

'Rudeness in speech is hypocrisy ri.e.. the quality 
of a hypocrite)." 
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Humility 

Humility is a virtue Islam wants its followers to 
practise as a distinguishing feature of their moral and 
spiritual behaviour. It does not become a Muslim to 
be haughty or vainglorious. 


Greatness with God is not for those who look down 
upon others. Instead, it belongs to those w r ho desist from 
thinking too highly of them.se Ives ami practise meat* 
ness and humility, in the words of the Quran : 

jj> 11 j3> J* t jCt j 

At\d the servants of f God i Most Gracious are those 
y-ho walk on {he earth in humility, 

(XXV : 63) 


That Home of the Hereafter LVt> {ff-^y^- \\\ Zi, 
shall give to those i vho intend not ^ ^ 

highhandedness or mischief on ^ f jXi 

(XXV m : 83 J 1 10 Is U? I 


The holy Prophet has said : 

"He who observes humility God will make him 
so exalted that f ultimately, he will attain the highest 
grade in Paradise." 

On the other hand, pride is so greatly repugnant 
to God that the sacred Prophet has warned us, again 
and again, against it in such strong words 1 
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"Whoever has pride in his heart even of the 
weight of an atom shall be. east he ad -long into the 
Hell hy God," 

"Whoever has pride in his heart even of the weigh 
of the weight of a mustard seed \ shall not enter 
Paradise/' 

"Beware of pride ! Pride was the sin which first 
of all ruined the Devil." 

May almighty God save lls all from the Satanic 
evil of pride, and endow our hearts and minds with 
meekness and humility which He admires so much 
and which is the symbol of His slaves. 

It needs, however, be remembered that it is 
demanded of us to practise meekness and humility in 
our personal matters and not in matters whore truth 
or faith is involved. When it comes to faith or truth 
we must be bold and outspoken and give the fullest 
proof of courage and firmness of this is the will of 
God for such occasions. 

The way of a Muslim, in sum, is that while he is meek 
and humble is his own individual sphere of existence, 
he is firm like a rock and allows neither fear nor 
weakness to come near him where faith or truth or 
justice is at stake. 


t T he wnrd securing in the origin ml is Race famapk mmusa) 
which iy 3 kind of rn as tart) -seed wjth very small grains.- 

Translator 


What Islam Is ? - 94 


Courage and Fortitude 

I hero occur periods of hardship and adversity 
in the lives of men. Sometimes Lhere h want, some- 
times- there is disease, sometimes our enemies harass 
us. And, so forth. For such situations the teaching of 
hdam is that we should hear them w ith courage and 
fortitude, remain firm and stout of hear! and do not 
waver from our principles inspite of a thousand trials 
iirul calamities that may assail us. For such men there 
is the assurance of the Quran that they arc the Beloved 
of God : 


J'or God loves those who are 
patient and persevering. 

(Ul - 

God r surely, is with (hose who 
pa i ie n t iy pe rse vere . 

HI : 153} 






And to be firm and patient in 
pain (or suffering) and adversity 
and through ait periods of panic. 
Such are the people of truth, the 
God-fearing. jv 

(in 177 1% 


y? Cj i afpp ■ 


And the Prophet says : 

"No boon conferred on man more precious than 
that of patience/ 1 


"Patience is one-half of faith." 
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Contrariiy, imp alienee, chicken-heartedness and 
cowardice are the most lamentable of evils against 
which the Prophet used to beg God for refuge in his 
prayers. 

Sincerity 

Sincerity is the life and soul of the entire moral 
edifice of Islam, nay. of Islam itself. By sincerity wc 
mean that all our deeds and actions should solely be 
for the sake of God anti prompted by no other urge 
than to earn His approbation. Apart from it, there 
must be no other desire, motive or intention behind 
whatever we do. 

Monotheism which is the arch-stone of Islam 
attains fulfilment through sincerity. Faith in Divine 
Unity remains imperfect unless all our acts are per- 
formed wholly for the sake of 'God, ami we have no 
other objective before us while carrying the ns out 
except and winning of Divine pleasure and reward 
States the Prophet : 

"He who loves or hates, offers favours or with- 
holds them, and whatever lie does, does so for the 
sake of God. he perfects his faith." 

U shows that a perfect Muslim in the sight of 
God is only he who succeed* in subordinating his 
entire conduct, his social reiainm* and all his other 
affairs to the Will of God and ts not influenced in 
them hy his personal desire or likes or dislikes or by 
any other urges or impulsions. 


Another Tradition read* : 
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"God is not regardful of your fine visages or 
your wealth, He is regardful only of your hearts and 
intent ions/' 

The idea of the above Tradition is that God will 
judge and requit on the basis of our motives and 
intentions. 

Now, here is a Tradition with which we propose 
to round ojf the present discussion. About this Tradi- 
tion it is reported that Abu Huraira often used to faint 
while he related it. It says : 

! he first of those who slut II be called to account, 
on the Day of Resurrection, shat] be one who had 
teamed the whole uf the Quran by bean, and he who 
had been kilted in the way of God. and he who had 
an abundance of wealth. Then shall God say to him 
who had got the whole of the Quran by heart, 'Did I 
not teach thee what revealed to my Prophet 7 1 ' tie 
wilf say, f Yes T my Lord !' God will ask, "And what 
hast thou done with regard to what thou didst learn 
therein'?' He will say, ’I was constantly at i| in the 
hours of night and in the hours of day, I learnt it 
myself and taught it to others, and I did it all for Thy 
sake alone' God will say. Thou art u liar; thou didst 
only desire that men should say that such an one W'as 
a redeter or the Quran and that lias been said, already 1 

"And die master of wealth shall be brought before 
God, and God shall sav, ’Did I not give thee an 
abundance ol wealth, so that thou was! not in want 
of anything 7" He will say, 'Yes, my Lord V God 
will say, 'And what hast thou done with what I gave 
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Ihee '}' He will answer, '] regarded the rights of 
kinship and gave alms and 3 did so for Thy sake, 1 
God will say, 'Thou art a liar; those didst desire that 
tnen should say that such an one was a generous man, 
and that has been said already. 1 

Mien shall he who had been killed in the way 
of God be brought before him, and God will say to 
him, 1 What was it that thou wasi killed for ?" He will 
reply. Thou didst bid us to do Jehad in Thy was and 
I fought and was killed,' God will say, Thou arc a 
liar, thou didst desire that men should say that such 
an one was a valiant man, and that has been said 
already," 

hese are the Lhrce men who, ot all creatures, 
shall be first sent into Fire," 

Brothers.- Now, let us examine our thoughts and 
deeds in the light nl the above Tradition and see where 
do wo stand in the sight of God ! 

0 Allah 1 Endue our hearts with sincerity and 
Set right our motives and [mentions make us Thy 
devoted, dedicated slaves, 
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Lesson 10 


Love Of God, The 
Prophet And 
The Faith 

Islam require of us to believe in God anti His 
Apostle and to observe Namaz, Roza, Zakat and Haj t 
and to lead a life of piety and honesty and goodness 
anti gentility and moral and social rectitude and self- 
discipline. In the same way, it is also one of its 
fundamental teachings that we should hold God, the 
Prophet and the holy Faith dearer to our hearts than 
everything dse, may it be our parents, children, life, 
honour or property. In plain words what iii means is 
that should a time come when n may involve the risk 
of life, honour or property or of any other worldly 
dting or interest to abide by the faith of Islam and to 
remain loyal to the injunctions of God and the Prophet 
then we must not break away from God and the 
Prophet and the holy Faith irrespective of what the 
consequences may be. 

It has been stressed repeatedly in The Quran and 
the Traditions that those who may claim to be Muslims 
but do not possess as strong a devotion for God, the 
Prophet and the Faith as this are, in fact, nor true 
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Muslims. What is more, they Lire deserving of Divine 
chastisement. Reads Sura-i-Tanba i 


Say ; "if it be that your fathers, 
your sons, your brothers* your 
mores* or your kindred ; the 
wealth Shot ye ho ve gained: the 
commerce it r which ye fear a 
decline; or the dwellings it r which 
ye delight are dearer to you than 
God, and His Apostle, or the 
striving in His cause: then wait 
until God brings about His 
decision: and God guides not the 
rebellious* " 


i/X : 24 i 


.4-^1 W i 

i31 i 
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Those who Love their parents or children or life 
or honour or property more than they love God and 
care more tor their protection or well-being than for 
His pleasure and the defence and progress of His faith 
arc unquestionably disloyal to God and worthy of Mis 
punishment. A Tradition says : 

'He alone will taste the sweetness of (he faith 
who possesses these three qualities: the love of God 
Lind the Prophet comes to him before everything else. 
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he loves whom he loves solely for the sake of God; 
the idea of going back to apostasy after he has 
embraced Islam is as repugnant to him as being thrown 
into the fire." 

In the sight of God and the Prophet a true and 
genuine Muslim is a person whose devotion to God 
and H is Apostle and the Faith is stronger than to 
any oilier person or thing in the world so much so that 
when he loves another human being lie loves him for 
the sake, of God, and who is so sincerely and power- 
fully attached to the Islamic faith that the very thought 
of leaving it and reverting back to apostasy may be 
as painful to him as being cast into the fire. 

Says the Prophet : "None of you can be an honest 
Muslim and a true believer unless his love for me 
exceeds the love he has for his parents, children or 
any other human being in the world,” 

Brothers* Islam, really is nothing besides sur- 
render and submission to God and the Prophet with 
all one's heart and soul and the readiness to sacrifice 
every attachment, longing or interest for the sake of 
tile Faith as thexiholy Companions had done and as 
the state is of the true and devoted servants of God 
even today, however smalt may their number be. May 
we also be one of (hem l 
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Lesson J l 


Preaching And 
Propagation 

Essential as it is for us to affirm faith in Got! 
tino the T j ophet and to follow with righteousness and 
smuerEiv the straight path of Islam, it is also of no 
moan importance that we strove earnestly to guide 
the others, too, to the path of the faith who are ignorant 
ot i: whn ”iay he unwilling to adopt it on account 
of prejudice or spiritual malaise. As God has placed 
on us [lie duty of being His pious, devout and faithful 
servants so also has He made it obligatory for us to 
work among His other creatures as well towards [lie 
same end, that is t towards making them also His 
pious, devout and faithful servants. That is what is 
meant by the service of faith and its preaching and 

pm pay at ion. 

This work is so great in the sight of God that 
for n He sent down thousands of Prophets into the 
world. The Prophets bore tremendous hardships and 
went through the severest of trials and privations to 
carry out their mission. They worked for the moral 
und spiritual reform and uplift of mankind (May the 
euTnal blessings of God be on them their companions 
and supporters). 
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The glorious chain of Prophecy and Apostlcship 
ended with the East of the Prophets, Prophet Moham- 
mad {Peace and Blessings of God he upon whom). 
Through him also God proclaimed to the world that 
no more Prophets would now be raised up for the 
guidance of humanity. The celestial mission shall now 
be carried on by those who had accepted his guidance 
and the religion he had brought with him into the 
world. 

In sum, after the termination of the luminous 
tine of Apostles the responsibility for preaching anti 
propagation of faith and religious instruction and 
reform of mankind has fallen wholly upon the 
shoulders of the followers of the sacred Prophet. This 
honour, indeed, h unique. In the Quran, the very 
object of the raising up of Muslims has been defined 
as nothing but this : 


Ycnt are the best of Peoples, 
evolved for mankind, enjoining 
what is tfgfu* forbidding what is 
wrong and believing in God . 

(in : 110) 






The Muslims were, thus, superior to all other 
peoples and communities for the simple reason that 
they, in addition to adopting for themselves the path 
of faith and righteousness, were charged with the 
special duly of striving to bring others also to practise 
what was right and to avoid what was wrong. It was 
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because of this that they were given the distinction 
of being the ‘Best of Peoples’, H is also evident from 
the above verse ill at should die Muslims fail to dis- 
charge the function they would not only forfeit die 
claim to die distinction but would also render themselves 
liable to be punished by God for neglecting the duty 
f-lc had assigned to them. Let us take an illustration : 
suppose a company of sentries is posted in a town by 
the Government m check the immoral activities of its 
citizens and the sentries not only fail to perform their 
duty but, what is more, they themselves beg in to indulge 
in the transgressions they were required to suppress. 
Now will they be retained in service arid rewarded by 
the Government or taken severely to task by it for their 
negligence and misconduct 7 It whit, certainly, not be 
improper or unjust if they were punished more severely 
titan the other offenders. 

The conditions prevailing in the entire Muslims 
world today are so extremely deplorable that what to 
speak of the preaching of the faith and the correction 
a»d reform of others, not more than five or ten per 
cent of Muslims themselves are true to Islam and do 
good deeds and abstraiti from what is evil and 
prohibited. In these circumstances, it becomes our 
primary duty to carry out the mission of moral and 
spiritual reform and guidance among our own pcople- 
among such sections of ihctn as have drifted nioum- 
fully away from the path ‘of faith ^nd moral 
uprightness. 

One of the reasons for it h that those who call 
themselves, or arc known as Muslims, whatever be 
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their practical stale, have, after all, forged a link 
between themselves and God and His Prophet and the 
Faith, and become members of the Muslim brother- 
hood or Urn mat, through The acceptance of Islam. 
Solicitude for their moral and spiritual well-being is 
our first responsibility in any case in the same was 
as the responsibility of looking after the welfare of 
his own children and near relations is greater on a 
man than that of looking after the welfare of others. 

And, secondly, before everything else, it is the 
actual condition of Muslims from which the world 
will generally judge about Islam, and the spectacle 
of degeneration that Muslims, on the whole, present 
these days is such that it eannoL be expected to make 
a very favourable impression on anyone in respect of 
their faith. The non- Muslim World is not likely to 
think very highly of the excellent teachings of Islam 
as long as Muslims remain what they are today. On 
the other hand, it is a feeling of revulsion and dislike 
which non- Muslims usually get about I slam when they 
look at i he moral and spiritual depths into which the 
Muslims have sunk. It has always been like this. 
People have always formed their opinion, good or bad 
or indifferent, about a religion from the actual moral 
and social state of its followers. 

In the past when Muslims used to be true Mus- 
lims, observing strictly The postulates of their faith, 
people were attracted towards Islam simply by seeing 
them. Whole nations and communities were converted 
to Islam in this way. But since the Muslims sank so 
low (hat the majority of them remained Muslims only 
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in name, their conduct and morals grew un-Islamie and 
their hearts got bereft of faith and righteousness the 
world has developed a prejudice against Islam itself. 

In fine, we should realise the truth ol it clearly 
that the dally life of Muslims, their social anti moral 
and spiritual conduct and behaviour, is 'he biggest 
testimony and the chief measuring rod with regard to 
Islam. If the practical life of Muslims is good the 
world will form a good opinion about Islam, and it 
it is bad the opinion the world will acquire about 
Islam will also be bad. In later case, the preaching of 
Islam among non- Muslims is destined to be fruitless. 
Hence, the success of all the efforts aimed at the 
propagation of Islam among non- Muslims as well Is 
dependent on the condition that Islamic life, he,, the 
life of faith and righteous action became the chief 
attribute of the entire Muslim community. Form thas 
point of view also it is necessary to strive fust foi 
the guidance and reformation of Muslims and to 
launch the struggle with all our might tor popularising 
the values of Islamic life among them before we turned 
our attention to others. 

The Quran has given the task of rel igious preach- 
ing, reform and guidance the name of Jehad- i- Akhar, 
the great Jehad \ If it is undertaken in the right spirit,, 
with sincerity and selflessness and solely for the sake 
of winping Divine approbation, this work, definitely, 

l The commentators of the Quran arc generally agreed that 
the verse, "Strive against them with the utmost strenous 
nc. S s (w\\b the Quran of Sum-i-Furqan means the 
preaching and propagation of Istsmt. 
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Many people suppose that Jehad means only a 
war which is waged in the path of God and according 
tn the roles and instructions laid down fur it in the 
Mtanat. But this is not correct. The truth is that 
whatever endeavour that can be made at a particular 
lime tor the preaching and propagation of Islam and 
the moral and spiritual correction and guidance of 
mankind is the Jehad of that age. 

The holy Prophet remained in Mecca for about 
twelve years after the mantle of Apostleship had fallen 
upon him. During this period the Jehad of the Prophet 
anLl " s Companions consisted altogether In adhering 
steadfastly to the faith inspite of the terrible ptrsecu- 
hon unleashed on them by the enemies of Ishm and 

jn L U1 ^ al] tiiat l &y ' n their power. Openly as well as 
secretly, to spread the Divine message of Islam and 

m reform morally and spiritually (hose who lived 
around them. 

To JevoLe oneself to the noble task of guiding 
lilt ignorant, the way-ward and the thoughtless to the 
straight path ot Islam and of bringing them nearer to 
tmd, to spend one's lime and monev on it. and to 
sacrifice one s comfort, all this, in any case, is Jehad 

in Divine eslimition. In fact, it is the Jehad of the 
present age. 

The rich reward that awaits Ihosc in the Here 
arter who engage themselves in this lofty endeavour 
^ well as the dreadful punishment that is going m 
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faH to the lot of those who neglect it and do not 
participate in it can well be imagined from the tradi- 
tions we give below : 

'A person who guides another to a deed os virtue 
shall receive the same recompense tor it as the doer 
of the deed and there will be no reduction in the 
reward of the doer himself because of it." 

What Lite Tradition means is that suppose ten 
persons, or even five, were reformed through our 
effort and they came to believe in God and the Prophet 
and to observe the Divine commandments they began 
to offer the Namaz and to carry out other religious 
Julies and a v o idc d wh at wa s wr on g and fu r b ] d d c n * 
then the reward they will earn on it jointly will be 
granted to us atone also. A little thought will show 
chat there is simply no other way in which a person can 
win so much reward-the reward of the prayers and other 
pious and virtuous deeds ot hundreds ot men. 

Another Tradition of the holy Prophet says : 

"By die Almighty, if only one man receive 1 * 
guidance through you, it is better for you than red 

i lii 

camels 

As -we have said earlier, the endeavour for 
mankind’s moral and spiritual guidance and reforma- 
tion is a service of the faith of the highest order and 
a tiling of outstanding merit and excellence. It is 


l. 


The Arabs in those days pbved a very high value on 
rvd camels. 
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the special heritage Left to us by the Prophets, It 
means their deputy ship; it means their vicegerent)'. 

What word]) gain, what earthly glory, can compare 
with it ? 

The holy Prophet* in the under-mentioned Tradi- 
tion. has made use of a simple example to impress 
upon us die importance of the work of religious refor- 
mation and guidance 

He said. Suppose there is a double storeyed boat 
m which the passengers of the tower deck have to 
fctdi water from the upper deck. This causes incon- 
venience to the occupants of the upper deck and they 
do not tike it. Now, ii in their foolishness "the pas- 
sengers of the lower deck decide not to go to the 
uppe] deck and for their supply of water they begin 
to bore a hole in die bottom of the boat* and the j 
passengers of the upper deck do not stop them from 
doing so, the entire boat, with all the passengers, will 
smk * Bu£ if thc .occupants of the upper deck some 
how manage to dissaude the occupants of the lower 
deck from boring the hole, they will save the occupants 
i' if die lower deck as well as themselves from being 
drowned. The same is true with wickedness and sin. 

If a community, as a whole, dwells in a state of 
ignorance and sinfulness and its enlightened and vir 
'nous sections do not lake steps to reform it and to 
bring ii on die right path then Divine purtishmeni will 
he sent down upon it because of its sins and trangres- 
sions and the pious t and virtuous members of the 
community will also be caught in it. On ihc other 
hand, [fan endeavour is made by them to reform the 
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sinners anti wrong-doers, the ^wholc community will 
be saved." 

Again, the Prophet is reported to have said : 

"By the Almighty in whose power lies my life, 
do not neglect the duty of "enjoining what is right 
and forbidding what is wrong,' Remember if you 
neglected your duty it is quite possible that God might 
send down His, punishment on you and then all your 
prayers and supplications will avail you nothing." 

Brothers, -Some of the most enlightened and 
spiritually evolved divines of our day are of the view 
that the disasters and humiliations that have been 
visiting Muslims for a long time, and the troubles and 
difficulties they are caught in universally these days 
and which do no seem to abate or relent u bit inspite 
of all their pathetic petitions to God and prayers etc,, 
arc due mainly to the very reason that they have ceased 
to discharge the function they were raised up for and 
for which they were made wholly responsible after 
the termination of Prophecy and Apostlcship. Evi- 
dently, when a watchman fails to perform his duty he 
is dismissed from service and castigated sternly for 
his negligence. Come, let us resolve solemnly that we 
shall be found wanting no more dn the discharge of 
our duty, God's help will be with us. He has promised: 


God, certainly, will aid (hose who aid His Cause, 

(XXI! i 40) 
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Lesson 12 


CONSTANCY 


One of the special responsibilities a man owes 
to God once fie has accepted the faith of Islam is that 
he remains firm and steadfast in his faith at all times 
and in ul T circumstances. He is expected to uphold 
the iaith with a, If his courage and strength, however, 
adverse the conditions may he. He must nut prove 
disloyal to Islam in any event. He must nut give it 
up. This is what is meant by "constancy of faith.' 
Such men have been spoken of very highly in the 
Quran and a bountiful reward has been promised to 
them in the Hereafter, It says : 


hi the ease of thus? who say, 
"Our Lord is God. and, fun her, 
si and straight and steadfast, the 
angels descend on them (from 
time to time): 'Tear ye not" (they 
.t u fl g est ) r " No r grie v e f Bin 
receive she tidings of the Garden 
(of Bliss l i 1 - hich ye Mere promised 
f We are your protectors in this 
life and in the Hereafter * Therein 
shad ye have all (hat your souls 
will desire f Therein shod ye have 
ali that ye ask for > A hospitable 
gif! from One. Ofh forgiving, 
Most Merciful f 1 * 


1 pyp IT 0* ill 3 ! 

.9 




1 1 - ^ 


(XU : Mi-32) 
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What wonderful tiding; does the above verse con- 
tain for those who are constant in faith and who 
patiently perserve and remain steadfast in times of 
misfortune and peril. If one could attain this position 
even at (he cost of one's life, property ami everything 
it would not be a bad bargain Indeed. 

It is related that once a Companion asked the 
Prophet to tell him something that could suffice for him 
always and after which he would not have the' need to 
turn for advice to anyone. The Prophet said, ''Say, 'God 
(alone) is my Lord', and stick to it (i.e*, conduct your 
life in accordance with it unswervingly ). 11 

For our benefit and guidance a number of ex- 
tremcly inspiring parables have been narrated in the 
Quran of devout and faithful servants of God who 
remained true to faith in circumstances of utmost 
distress and suffering, Neil her fear nor greed could 
make them deviate from die path they had chosen. 
One such parable is of the prestidigitators of Egypt 
who were summoned to challenge Prophet Moses and 
great rewards and honours had been promised to them. 
Yet after the truth of Divine inspiration and the Apos 
tolic message of Moses had dawned upon them they 
cared neither for the riches and honours the Pharaoh 
and promised nor for the savage punishment they were' 
sure to receive at his hands for disobeying his com- 
mands Rising above the considerations of gain or loss, 
they boldly declared before the vast assembly of men. 
"We believe in the Lord of Aaron and Moses .' 1 Later, 
when they were threatened by that enemy of God, the 
Phoraoht that he would have their arms and legs 
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severed and then they won Id he hanged on the gallows 
they replied dauntless ly< displaying magnificent 
courage of conviction that : 


"So decree whatever thou F if 

desires/ so decree : for thou cans/ ^ / ^ 

decree (touching) only the life of 

this world, For us, we have y '* -* A " 

betieve/f in our Lord ; may He CyiGillS] 

forgive us our sins: " 1 ' ■ i. jT 

(XX : 72 - 73 ) r ^ ^ 


Still more i n s pi r i ng (i t) the sto ry o f Pharaoh ' s 
W'it'e. You know that Pharaoh was the all-powerful 
monarch ot Egypt whose wife was the sole mistress 
of Ids heart. From this you can imagine how enviable 
wmuld have been her lot. All the world's glories and 
luxuries were, at her feet. Yet when the innermost 
depths ot her soul were stirred by the Divine call of 
Moses she did not give a thought to what her husband 
wmuld Jo to here or how her life of cloudless bliss 
would change into one of colossal distress bliss would 
change into one of colossal distress and misery. 
Regardless ot the consequences she proclaimed her 
tasih and once she had done s<) she flinched not from 
the pail i of duly towards God and religion although 
the torture she svas subjected to was truly barbarous, 
the very idea of which is enough to make our flesh 
creep even today. In return for it, such a unique honour 
was conferred on her by God that her name has been 
mentioned reverentially in the Quran and the patient 
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perseverance displayed by her and her sacrifice have 
been held forth as an example to all Muslims* 


And God sets forth , as an 
ex ample to those v?ho believe, the 
wife Of Pharaoh : behold, she said 
■ "Build for me in nearness to 
Thee, a mansion in the Garden, 
and save me from Pharaoh and 
his doings, and save me from those 
that do wrong, (LXVi ; If) 


■*■ 3 . -r- J, jt 

snisf i fLi jfS' 

?^V 




Glory be ! What rare honour, what matchless 
distinction, really, that God lias chosen the constancy 
ot faith of that blessed lady to serve as an example 
to the entire Ummai, from Hazrat Abu Bakr down to 
the last generation of Muslims before the Last Day. 


It is related that when the atrocities perpetrated 
by the Poly i he i st s of M e c c a o n M u s Urns e x cee d c d a I ] 
limits and the Companions approached the holy 
Prophet to pray to God for mercy and protection, the 
Prophet remarked, Won have become disheartened 
so soon ' Men of God before you were subjected to 
such brutal torture that combs of red hot iron were 
driven into their heads and the skulls of some of them 
were sawed off into two and yet they remained stead- 
fast and did not abandon their faith." 
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Lesson 1 3 


JEHAD 

The believers arc required emphatically to do 
whatever they can towards popularising, defending 
and keeping alive and flourishing, as the best and the 
truest way of life, the way of Islam anti servility to God 
they have chosen for themselves. This, in Islam, is called 
J child. It can take many Forms depending on the cir- 
cumstances varying from lime to time and place to place. 

Suppose there arises a situation in which it be- 
comes difficult or even dangerous for u person or h i s 
family or community to profess Islam and to remain 
true to it. To be a Muslim may become the hardest 
thing to do in the world. In lhal case Jehad will lie 
in doing one's best for oneself, one's family or com- 
munity to stay firmly devoted to Islam. It would, 
certainly, be a most splendid Jehad in those cir- 
cumstances. Similarly, should Muslims, through their 
own folly or negligence, start drifting away from the 
rdith, then, at such a time, to devour one's lime acid 
energy to their religious revival and reform, too. 
would constitute a kind of Jehad. 

To carry the Divine guidance to those that are 
ignorant of it and to make an earnest effort to persuade 
them wisely and sympathetically to accept it is yet 
another form of Jehad, 

Should believers in God and the Prophet be in 
power somewhere and the conditions demand that 
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collective force be used for the defence and assistance 
of the faith* then, in that case, ihe use of force for 
Ehe defence anti assistance of faith according to the 
rules laid down for it. will constitute Jehad . Two 
conditions, however, are essential for it. Firstly , such 
a step musi nor be motivated hy any personal or 
national self-interest, greed or enmity. It should be 
taken solely to carry out the command of God and to 
serve the cause of His faith. And, secondly, that the 
rules prescribed for it are scrupulously observed. If 
force is used without the fulfilment of these condl 
lions, it will not be Jehad according to Islam but 
wanton wickedness and mischief, 

Fo speak a just word before a tyrannical ru la- 
the he a Muslim or a non- Muslim j is, again,, a form 
oJ Jehad. In the Traditions ii has been spoken as ""the 
best of Jehad." 

All these forms of religious struggle and en- 
deavour, at rheir proper time and place, arc among 
the obligatory duties of Islam, and, as we have seen, 
the term Jehad is applied to them in various degrees. 

We now proceed in examine some of the verses 
of the Quran and Traditions of the Prophet enjoining 
on Muslims the duty of Jehad and revealing lo them 
what unique glory and spiritual merit ties in it. First, 
the Quranic verses ; 

And si the in His rouse rrv ye JIjoUlSj 

ought to strive {with stnceriiy and ^ __ ■/ 

under discipline j. He has ehnsen , 
you. 


(XXII . 
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O ye who believe ! shall 1 lead you to a bargain 
dial will save you from a grievous penalty ? That ye 
believe in God and I Its Apostle, and that yc strive 
(your utmost) in the cause of God, with your property 
and your persons : that will be best for ye if yc but 
knew ! He will forgive yc your '■ins and admit ye to 
Gardens beneath which rivers flow, and to beautiful 
mansions in Gardens of Eternity 1 ■ that is r indeed, ihe 
Supreme Achievement, (LXI r 10*12) 

After these h the Traditions : 

'To believe truthfully in God and to strive in the 
cause of Faith is ihe best of all deeds," 

"it shall not be that a person whose fee! are 
covered with dust in ihe path of God went to Hell." 

"For anyone of you to rise in the way of God 
li.e,. in the defence of Islam and to take some part in 
the struggle for its progress and glory) is better than 
seventy years of worship in the corner of his house." 

May it be aliened to us also by Allah to earn the 
Divine reward that is tor those who make earnest 
exertions in the path of His faith ! 


What Islam fs ? - 117 


Lesson 14 


MARTYRDOM 

In the special language of Islam a person who 
me els his heath in the path of faith either as a resuli 
oi obeying its injunctions ant,! carrying out its com- 
mands as a s launch and devoted follower or in the 
course of struggle for its defence is called a martyr. 
For such a man there is a place of unparalleled honour 
and distinction in the Hereafter. His lot is truly divine. 
About the martyrs it is said in the Quran that they 
should not be thought of as dead : they are alive, a 
very special existence is conferred on them and they 
are the recipients of boundless favours and blessings 
from their Lord. 


Think not of those ore slain 

tt\ God's m/ 4 v as dead, Nov. they 
five, finding their sustenance dn 
r he Presence of ihesr Lord. 

(Iff': 169 J 




How marvellous is the fate of these true and 
noble sons of Islam, how mightily beloved of God 
they are and what glorious rewards are showered upon 
them by Him can be visualised from the Tradition wc 
are going now to reproduce. The holy Prophet is 
reported to have said : 
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"No one among the dwellers of the. Paradise will 
ever want to he sent back to the world, although all 
(lie worldly joys and riches may be his if he is sent 
back, except one who had been killed in the way of 
God; such a man will want to be returned to the earth 
and killed in the cause of God ten times over because 
oi the high honour and splendid peremony with which 
he will be received in the Heaven on account of dying 
a martyr's death." 

The sacred Prophet himself was so enthusiastic 
about attaining martyrdom that he used often to say : 

"By the Holy Being in whose power lies my life, 
l wish 1 was killed in God's way and brought back 
to life ami killed once more and brought back to life 
ami that this happened to me over and over again." 
Another of the Prophet's Traditions reads ; 

"Six rewards are conferred cm a martyr by God 
; one, he is forgiven immediately and his abode in 
the Paradise is shown to him; two, he is spared the 
punishment of the grave: third, 3ic is granted freedom 
from the acute fear anti anxiety of the Day of Requital 
that will grip the heart of every one f Except of those 
on whom there will be the favour of the Lord'); four, 
a crown of honour will be placed on his head, a single 
ruby of which will be more valuable than the whole 
world; five, seventy- two celestial brides will be given 
to him in marriage; and, six. his intercession will be. 
accepted on behalf of seventy kinsmen." 


Furthermore ; 
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"To fall a martyr in the cause of God atonse for 
everything except a debt." 

And, it should be remembered thaithe Divine reward 
and other wonderful favours promised on martyrdom arc 
not dependent only on death occuring in the way of God. 
It is not that when a person is kilted in the cause of God 
only then does he become entitled to them. Every loss 
or injury suffered, every pain and suffering undergone, 
in the service of the faith carries a bounteous reward. 
Any believer who may be persecuted, punished, beaten, 
insulted or tortured for the sake of Islam will In'! rewarded 
most lavishly in Lite Hereafter. God wilt raise him so high 
in honour that die most exalted of saints and divines will 
envy his tale. Just as soldiers, in this world 1 who serve 
their motherland gallantly and care nothing for their own 
safety when the call of duty comes are honoured with 
awards and decorations by their governments in die same 
way the servants of God who suffer loss or humiliation 
for the sake of faith occupy a special place of glory In 
the celestial scheme of things. On the Day of Recom- 
pense when these blessed children of Islam will 
receive their awards and decorations and God Al- 
mighty will honour them with Hits exquisite favours 
and bounties, ail the rest of men will regretfully wish 
dial they , too, had undergone a .similar experience in the 
world, that they, too, had been punished, tortured and 
humiliated for the sake of faith so that they would also 
get those magnificent favours and rewards on that Day. 

Should a trial ot this kind be destined for us as 
well, O God, at that fateful hour, keep us brave and 
steadfast and withhold not from us Thy grace 1 
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Lesson 15 


Life After Death 

This much h known to everyone the! whoever 
is horn into the world has got to die one day or the 
other. But nobody knows on Ills own what happens 
or w ilt happen alter death. This is known only to God, 
God vouschafes the knowledge of it to His Prophets 
and through the Prophets men like you and me also 
come to know about it. Every Prophet of God, in his 
time, had revealed dearly to his people through what 
stages they would have to pass after death and how 
at each stage they would he recompensed for their 
decds-good as well as bad -during their earthly 
sojourn. Since Prophet Mohammad (Peace and Bless- 
ings of God be upon whom) is the last of the Divine 
Apostles and Messengers and no Prophet is going m 
be raised up after him, the different stages through 
w hieh a man has to pass after death have been ex- 
plained by him in greatest detail and with utmost 
clarity. If all that the Prophet has revealed in this 
connection h brought together it would make a volume 
by itself, We will, therefore, give a very brief summary 
of it over here. 

There are to follow three stages after death. The 
tiij'l stage runs from death to Resurrection, k is called 
&GJZ{ikh< Whether a person is buried when he dies 
or he is cremated or cast into the river his soul does 
not perish with him. h is immortal: it lives, It only 
migrates from this material world of ours to another 
world. In this other world the angels question him 
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about his spiritual state, ft' he is a true believer, he 
gives the correct answers; whereupon the angels im- 
part to him the glad tidings that he is going to live 
in peace and happiness till the Last Day, And if it is 
otherwise, that is, he is an unbeliever, an infidel nr a 
sEiam or hypocritical Muslim, he is. at once, placed 
under dreadful punishment which is not to cease 
before die Day of Reckoning, 

The next stage comprises of the Last Day and 
the Resurrection, The Last Day means that there will 
come a time when the. entire material world wiEl be 
destroyed by the command of God, annihilation will 
descend suddenly on everything that exists around us. 
The whole world will be thrown topsyturvy, I hen. 
after a long time, when God will wish, all men wilt 
be raised up again. Every person bom into the world 
will be re-created and called upon to render a full 
account of his doings on the earth. In the Great Reck 
on mg those who will he found worthy of deliverance 
will be awarded a place in the Paradise and those who 
will turn out to be guilty and deserving of Divine 
chastisement will be consigned to Hell, 

After thi,T. there will commence the East stage. 
The dwellers of the Paradise will live in a stale of 
eternal bliss, supremely immune from every kind of 
pain, anxiety or suffering and exulting in the bounties 
of (heir Lord the like of which they would not have 
dre ami of in the world, while those that will be con- 
demned to Hell will have to live permanently in a 


l The interval hehvceri death and Resurrection -Translator 
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condition of unmitigated misery and distress. There 
will be for them nothing but horrible agony and cas- 
sation. This will be the ultimate stage after death. 


The above was tlte sum and substance of what 
the Prophets, specially the last of them. Prophet 
Mohammad, have taught mankind about the Hereafter 
and what is indicated about it in the Quran and the 
[ rad it ions. We will now examine some of the relevant 
verses of tlte Quran : 


ye be brought back, 

(XXIX :57) 




Even 1 s on) shall have a sane 

dffcllh : in silt * pij/i Sn th thniS 




Every soul shall have a taste 
of beat h : and only on she Dav of 
Judgement shall y.on be paid your 
full recompense, 

(Ilf: lH 5 j 


. . ./f , '.Xm 0 



The Last Ouy will be a frightful, horrible day 


0 mankind r fear your Lord f 
for the convulsion of the Hour { uf 
Judgement) will be a thing 
terrible f the Day ye shaft see 17 
■' every mother yr-mg suck shall 
forgei her suckiinghubr , and 
every pregnant female shall drop 
her load unformed I thou dud l see 
monk it id as in a drunkennot , y to 
not drunk r but dreadful shad be 


<5 \$ff S* 3 ' d Ci Ce3 

irOy ‘Ci 1 AJ jlj 


1$??$ 

yrjy 


W- 


Cr 1 3 1 t$y 3 'fbS-yzS- 
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the wrath oj God 


1 £ f - ‘ v T 
rXV// ; i-2) 


day /fttf far* A fluid jA? 
mawnifaiiirij ivi/i dt j i>j violent 
common on find the mountains will 
he as a heap oj sand poured out 
and flowing down. 

{LXXIlt : 14) 


9 ‘ v ’ F >5^,'- 

^Ujit 


A day shat will make children 
hanrv-he tided. '"s ^ 

{LXXIlt : 17) 


At length, when there comes the 
deafening noise .-{hat Day shall a 
men flee from his own brothers, 
and from his mother and his 
father, and from his wife and 
ch iidre n. Koch n e of rh e > n , that 
Day, will have enough concern 
t of his o w jj } t a m a k e h i m 
indifferent to others. Some 
fa res t h a t D ay w i { l b e be am i n g . 
laughing, rejoicing. And other 
fa ces that D ay w i i l b e d ust- 
s tat tied; blackness will cover 
them. 



\LXXX : 33 : 41 j 
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On the Day of Recompense : 

Thai Day shall ye he brought :1> S ^ 

to J udgemem t n m an act of yours ^ J 
r^trt ye /i/tfe *W// be hidden. i£jj|^i 

(LX IX : 18} 


One day we shat I remove the 
mountains, an d thou will see she 
earth as a level stretch, and we 
shall gather them, altogether, nor 
shall leave out any of them. And 
shey will be marshalled before the 
Lord in ranks, with the 
announcement, "Xow have ye 
come to Us (bare) as We created 
ve first f Aye, ye thought we shall 
not fulfil the appointment made to 
you to meet Us'*" And the Book 
■ { V Deeds l will be placed before 
yon; and thou wilt see the sinful 
in great terror because of what is 
recorded therein? they nil! say, 
"Ah t Woe to us- f What a Book is 
this f, Is leaves noshing small or 
great, but takes account thereof 
fn They wifi find all that they did 
placed before them . and not one 
' '“'II thy Lord treat with injustice, 
(XV1J1 ; 4749) 


<XAjS cl \yfc 
iCt.uy^.jCjcCy’p) 

C« Si'll: f(d >gpy 


9 , 


-f l'h i 




) : U-i-i j \j&, \ 

jj tf jJ* j/k 0 

I, ft P I 0-^\ s^JUj 
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A man's own I i nibs will depose against him before 
God on the Day of Reckoning, 


That day shall be set a sea! on 
theft mouths. Rut their hands will 
speak ta Us, -and their feet will 
bear witness to all that they did. 

(XXXVI ; 65} 


^tCri 

The Quran, in fine, has pon rayed most graphi- 
cally and vividly the. happenings of the Last Day : 
Lhe terrific explosions and the dreadful tremors, the 
total annihilation of the world -even the mountains 
will be wiped out of existence-the T rising again of 
men, the gathering together of them for the judgement, 
the presentation of the Book of Deeds, the deposing 
of one's own limbs against oneself, the Judgement, 
and, finally, the execution of the Divine Verdict and 
the allotment of Heaven and Hell. All these events 


have been described so candidly in some of the chap- 
ters of the Quran that one can obtain a full picture of 
lhe happenings of the Last Day by reading them. The 
Prophet, thus, is reported to have observed, "Anyone 
who wishes to know about Lhe Last Day as it the 
scene nt it was drawn before his eyes should read 
These chapters of lhe Quran Takvtr, f rtf i tar and 
Inshiqaq, 


We will now see a few Traditions of the Prophet 
appertaining to Barzakh and the Last Day. Says he ; 

"When anyone of you dies the place that is going 
to be his abode in the Heaven or in the Hell (on the 
basis of his conduct in the world] is brought before 
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hh eyes every morning and evening and it is said to 
him, ' Behold, this is your destination, and, surety, 
you will reach if." 

"When the Trumpet will first be sounded on the 
Last Day by the command of God everyone will faint 
and drop dead on the ground, when it. will be sounded 
next all men will rise, again. 

They will then be commanded to proceed to make 
their presence before the Lord. The angels, thereafter, 
will be told to collect them together and here the 
investigation into their conduct on the earth will 
begin, " 

li is related that a Companion once enquired 
from the Prophet. M 0 Messenger of God, how will 
God raise up his creatures from the dead ? Is there 
anything like it here In this world which may be cited 
as example ?" The Prophet replied, "Has it never 
ac cured to you that you may have passed by a stretch 
of land in your country and found it dry and bereft 
of all vegetation, and, then, on coming upon it again, 
alter sometime, discovered that it was covered lavish- 
ly with fresh, green grass ? 11 The Companion replied. 
"Yes* my master, h has," The Prophet remarked, 'This 
typifies resurrection, God will raise front the dead in 
the same manner." 

The Prophet is reported have asked, after reciting 
the Quranic verse. On the Day { the earth ) witt declare 
her tidings 1 . "Do you know what it means The 


l The Quran, XCIX : 4 
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Companions arc said to have replied, "God and 
His Apostle know best." The Prophet, the Tradition 
goes on to tell, then said, ’'On the Day of Judgement 
the earth will bear witness to all the deeds performed 
by men on it ( i . c . . at the bidding of God the earth 
will tell that .such -and -such a person had done such- 
and-such a thing on it on such and-sudi a day.). 1 ' 

Speaking of the Day of Recompense the Prophet, 
further, is reported to have said, "On that Day God 
will call upon everyone to come Forward and be his 
own witness, lie will say to him. To- day you arc 
your own witness : Our recording angels arc present: 
this much of evidence Is enough'. Then by the com 
1 1 land ol God the lips of the person w ill become sealed 
and he will not be able to utter a word. His limbs 
(arms, legs etc.) will then be commanded to speak 
and they will relate the whole story of his doings in 
the world. 11 

It is reported that once a person went to the 
Prophet and said, "0 Messenger of God. 1 have some 
slaves who sometimes disobey me, or they steal or 
tell me a lie. 1 sometimes scold them and, sometimes, 
1 also punish them. How is it going to turn out for 
me on the Day of Requital 7" The Prophet observed, 
"God will dispense justice correctly on the Day of 
Judgement. If the punishment you mete out to them 
is proportionate to their faults you will neither get 
nor have to give anything; you will he quits. It the 
punishment (urns out to be ot a lesser degree than 
what they merited you will be recompensed for if, II 
the punishment proves to be excessive you will have 
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to recompense the slaves." On hearing the Prophet’s 
reply the enquirer began to cry. He said. 'Then. O 
Prophet of God, the best thing for me is to send them 
away, l declare before you that 1 have set them free." 
The Prophet is also reported to have recited the fol- 
lowing verse of the Q uran to him : 

' ^ 
vi*yu\ 

We ,1,011 set ttp scales oTJhsUcc jp r ,he Day of 
Judgement, .to that not a soui uvjt/j he dealt with unjustly 
m the least. And if there be (no more than l the weight of 
a mustard seed, We will bring it {to account ft and enough 
are We to take account. ■ 4? f 
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Lesion 16 


Heaven And Hell 

!n the preceding chapter it has been said tliai the 
Last Day will be the Day of Judgement. On that Day 
the believers who will also have done good deeds in 
the world and on whom there will be no punishment 
will rejoice. During the entire proceedings of the Day 
they will rest secure under the shadow of Divine 
benevolence and gain immediate admission into the 
Paradise Such of them as well be adjudged worthy 
of deliverance but only after they have undergone a 
spell of punishment will be forgiven and admitted 
into the Paradise after they have suffered some of the 
agonies of the Day of Reckoning, or, at the utmost, 
after they have spent some tune in Hell. In any case, 
those possessing ihe least amount ut faith will, sooner 
or later, find their place in Heaven. Only men who 
will have departed from the world in a state of in- 
fidelity or polytheism will he doomed to live per’ 
mancnily in Hell In sum. Heaven is the reward for 
I'aith, fide lily and good- doing and Hell for infidelity, 
polytheism litid revolt against God and transgression 
againsl His will. 

T| ic superlative, incomparable blissfulness of 
Heaven and the fearful, loathsome punishment and 
torture id' Hell have been described in proper detail 
in the Quran ■ 
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L. , _ je ^ bp 

1 V * > yjr ' j *■ ” l ■,» \ ^i 

Tor righteous are Gardens in £t^ i rfV>o££'\ 
nearness to their Lord, with rivers f ,^y fu *_•*< ^ 
pjwmf Miwd/ii; rter*/n r'j 

ficrnai j'iwit'; wif/i '£yQaJ‘f ‘ m ] 5 Sf '3 Ly 5 

pure (ami hoiy); anti the good /, ^ y y i /" 

pftf^jwrf 0 / fW- i'tfr in God's * ? 
sight are (alt) His servants, ' , 

<111 : 15) vtfO/df-^ 




Verity the Companions of 
Garden shall that Day have joy in 
all that they do; they and their 
associates will be in grove of ^ 

1 coo U shade; re c { i ning 0 n ^IpSl 'ijti ■£& 3 

Thrones (of dignity I ; every fruit ' 

(enjoyment J wifi be there for 

them; they shaft have whatever 3 „ , * jr z* 

they call for; " Peace ! * ■ u w ord f of CXf S3 [*3^“ " 

3 - tr t n fat to n ) fr am a Lor d M ost 
Merciful, 

(XXXV i : 55 '5X1 




V " 


There wit I be there till the souls 
could desire, alt that the eyes 
could delight in; and ye shall 
abide therein (for ove J. 

tXUH ; 71} 


y ?•■ , r \ > 3 ^ 


fefJojjf'j JO* 
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f H ere is) a F Mu b ie of t h e '** -T» fi v f - 
(7tirdert kv^/r/j the righteous are y ;, 

/) ram. is ed : in it ore ri vers of w ate r Of 'J&rr , U ^ 

incorruptible; rivers of milk of *ijjATj 

which the taste never changes; 

riven of wine of joy to those who ^ £ 

drink; and rivers of honey (pure *' ^ f 

and e ie ar h fn 1 1 the re ore for 1 hem } 1 9 

at i k mds of frit us ; an d Grace, from */, * } fr ,-U ' ' £ 

1 heir Leri ' 

(XL Vll : 15 ) ^ - ~ — 


.Vo sense of fatigue shall touch 
them. 

f XV ; 48) 


/ / ■ ■" 

( Yfcj* ° - 

fj.S* 3 I J,** s 




Jn short, Heaven is the abode of supreme and 
eternal blissfulness, felicity ami hapiness. There will 
not be 1 he faintest trace of pain, sorrow or distress in 
it- Let us now see how will life in lie] I be like : 


Hat those whose balance is f 3 “ ^ isy 


light, will be 1 hose who have tost 
their smds ■ in Met! they n iti abide 
The fire wid hum their hen, and 
they ■•iff liiLtfin win nith their 
bps displaced 

t XXI It ■ 163-4) 


, fw( ?'Cf f J X 


Jf s t s y 
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l-or me "Tong-doers We have 
prepared a h ire whose (smith* and * mi _■_ y. ^ 

flames) , like the walls and roof '* jV ^ 

of a let if will hem them in : if they 
implore re! ief ih ey wilt be gran t ed 
water like me tied brass, that will 
scald their faces. 

(XV III : 29} 




ty 


£ — yc.-fy"} h T 


Hut those who deny t their 
Lord} .-for them v. id be cut out N 
garment of b ire; twee their heads 
will be poured out boiling water. 
With it will be scalded what is 
within their bodies, os welt as 
t their skins}. In addition, theses 
will be mutes of iron no punish l \ , 
them, Every (one they w ish to get £ 
away therefore, from anguish, ^ 
they will t>c forced bod therein, 
si ml (it w i 11 he so id }, '' Tas I e ye ! h e 
Penalty of Hurtling'" 

(XXI! : 19-22 > 


^ _ P - ' 
y 1 J > Lj ejf '-t 1 1 — ■' 

‘ v* 

^yii 1 j J__, dfvj 

J r [ (*“■/■* * s> ^ 


t. Y& 


Verily the tree oj Zoqtf ton wilt 
be the food of the sinful,- like 
molten brass ; it wit! bod m 7 heir 
insides like the boiling of 
scalding witter, \A voice will cry 
:.i "Siete ye him and th ai- him into 
the midst of the H taring Fire f 
Then pour over he (tea d the 
Penalty of H out n* Water 

’ tXLIK -L< --id i 


eMr&ijsiZi 
* % ' 

t 5 ii I* . JL >-3 

aS&wHfJ^si 

j'y > > ^ * r 

jjes) 

J> jr W I “I 

ftoV.M r ^£\*ai ll-c 
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Am-/ he is given for dri n k f. 

boiling fetid wafer, in gulps wifi ^ " 

he sip if , never wi// i)r near .Aala-OU 

swallowing it dmvn his throat: v> -y"C"V 
death will come to him from every 
garter, vet will he not die: and 
tts front of him wilt be a ~ - > ' ' 

chas t i semen t u nre l en ting, ff Uhjr* j 

(XIV : 16-17) 


reject Our Signs, J^(^U 
cast into the Fire: , y *fut * 7 ' / 

as often as their skins are roasted Uk>d jlp^cuaj 

x^X'M'-'Os? 


Those who 
'AV shall soon 


through, We shall change them for 
fresh skins that they may taste the 
Penally. 

(fV:56l 


-*L 


l A&tSJs&J.sr'ti 


But enough. There are hundreds of verse a in the 
Quran Thai tell the same story. To Lake now some of 
the r rad i lit) ns of the Prophet : 

"Says God, 'For My faithful servants I have got 
ready (in Heaven) dungs no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard of nor the thought of which has ever crossed a 
human hearth" 

The delicious foods, the luscious fruit, the 
delightful drinks, the gorgeous clothes, the mag- 
nificent palaces, the splendid gardens, [he delectable 
lakes, the wonderful hour is i celestial brides i and other 
innumerable tilings of divine beauty and joy that will 
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be. available in Heaven are, to he sure, known only 
to God. We, on our part, believe in them implicitly 
and hold them to be absolutely s rue. 

Says another Tradition : "As (he dwellers will 
enter Heaven a heavenly herald will proclaim, ‘Stay 
healthy; disease is not going to touch you here. Live 
forever; death does exist for you no more. Remain 
young; you shall not grow bid in Heaven, Be happy 
always; J or y o u , n o w , there is n c i l he r pa in no r so rro w r " f 

Rut the greatest boon that will be conferred on 
I he faithful, who also practise righteousness, after 
they have entered their celestial abode, is that they 
will sec God in ail His Divine Splendour hi the words 
of the holy Prophet it will be like this : 

When the dwellers of Paradise have entered the 
hmne of celestial bliss God will enquire from them 
thus ; 'Do you want that I may bestow a favour upon ' 
vou over and above the blessings you enjoy 7 * The 
people of tlie Heaven will answer ; L Our Lord ! Thou 
hast illumined our faces, saved us from Hell and 
granted us the Paradise. (What more can we want 7)' 

The veil will then be lifted and they shall see their 
Lord unhindered. All the endless joys and blessings 
of ihc Paradise will lade away before the glorious 
spectacle of the Almighty." 

In another Tradition it is related that once the 
Prophet while describing the marvellous pleasures of 
the Paradise and the extreme agony of the Hell ob- 
served : 
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"On the Day of Judgement a person will be 
brought who will have* lived in greatest pomp and 
luxury in (he world but will be condemned to Hell 
because of his evil deeds. He will be dipped once into 
the fire of Hell and then taken our of it immediately 
and asked, "Have you ever known comfort ?' The 
man will reply, 'No, our Lord. I swear by Thy name, 

I have never known what comfort is.' Afterwards, 
another person will be brought who will have ted a 
life of rank misery- and misfortune on the earth but 
will he found worthy of Paradise owing to his faith- 
fulness to God and piety, He will be taken to Heaven 
and then led out of it immediately and asked, 'Have 
you ever known pain or misery ?\ "No, our Lord!" 
he will reply, '1 swear by Thy name, I have never 
known what pain or misery is 7" 

In truth, God has provided such wonderful joys 
and comforts in the Paradise that a man who has 
passed Ills days in the world in utmost distress will 
forgot all about it as soon as he has had a taste of 
them. Likewise, the Hell is such an infernal place that 
a person who has lived all one’s life in the world in 
rare luxury and happiness will at once feel, on stepping 
into it, that he had never kitwon what is was to be 
happy or comfortable. 

The severity and dread fulness of the chastise- 
roent of the Hell can be imagined from this one 
Tradition of the sacred Prophet : 

"The mildest punishment that will be inflicted 
on a person in the Hell is that he will be made to 
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wear a pair ol sandals made of fire which will he so 
hot as to set his brain boiling as if something was 
cooking in a pot art a stove." 

f he tare that will lie served there has been indicated 
id the verses of the Quran we have quoted already. 
Here, also, are two Traditions of the Prophet : 

"The stinking pus people will be made to drink 
to Hell is such that if a bucket of ii was thrown into 
the world the whole world would be filled with its 
infernal s tench J' 

"If a drop of Zaqqiw/ were to fall on the earth 
it would be enough to pollute all the articles of food 
and drink that are found here." 

Brothers,— all these things the holy Quran and 
the sacred Prophet have told about the shape of things 
to come after death ’the Bar/.akh, the Resurrection, 
the Judgement and Heaven and Hell -.and we have 
discussed in this lesson and in the preceding one. are 
literally correct and true. There can be no doubting 
them ai all. By the Almighty, they will come to pass 
exactly as the Quran and the holy Prophet have taught. 
We will see them ourselves, with our own eyes, after 
death, 

[ be Last Day and Heaven and Hell have been 
dwell upon in the Quran and the Traditions with such 
emphasis and thoroughness and referred to again and 
again a thousand limes tor no other reason except to 

i \ he intum;U Irce, mentioned in the Quran, the JYu-iE of 
which ihnse doutticd to the eiemal punts hi tie re of Hell 
shall ear.- TrunsUinr 
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amuse in us; a living, genuine anxiety to do all that 
lies in mir power to save ourselves from the fearful 
penalty of Hell and attain the cherished, supremely 
delightful goal of Paradise. 

Brothers.- life is transitory. One Jay we must 
die. Death is certain, and so is the Last Day. We will, 
surely, have to stand before God after death and 
answer for our deeds on the earth. What. then, is our 
eternal home going to be* Heaven or Hell 7 

There is time still for us to mend our ways, in 
offer honest repentance for our misdeeds of the past 
and make a real, sincere effort for the attainment of 
Paradise. 

Should, God forbid, the re si of our days in the 
world be also spent in neglect and folly, then, be sure, 
there Is nothing in store for us in the E lereafter save 
regret and the punishment of Hell. 
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Lesson J 7 


ZIKR 


liliam stands for self- surrender and submission 
to God . If calls on men to fashion their lives according 
lo tiie Divine WEIL Jt wants them to be loyal to Him 
In all circumstance;; and in every sphere of their 
conduct, personal as well as social. This can be pos- 
sjolc only when our mind's eye is fixed permanently 
on the Almighty, and the consciousness of His love 
and Glory overshadows all our thoughts and actions, 

lr is, as such, one of the special teachings of 
Islam that we remember God much and often and 
keep our tongues fresh with the recital of His names, 
praises and attributes. It Is an excellent and well-tried 


method for producing in our hearts His love and the 
consciousness of His Greatness. It is natural for a 
man's bean to filled with the love of anyone on 
whose splendour and excellence his mind dwells ail 
the time, 


In any way. it is a fact that frequent remembrance 
kindles the llame of love and lends strength to it and 
so also that the life of complete loyalty and submis- 
sion to God which is the essence of Islam can be 
possible only through Divine love It is bye alone that 
makes one the willing bondsman of another. As a 
Persian verse says : 
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What is Love ? 

Say : "To be the beloved's bondsman." 


Consequently, a very greal stress has been laid 
in the Quran and by the Prophet on Zikr i God 
remembrance). The Quran reads : 

O ye who believe f celebrate 
the F raises of God, and do this 
often; tin d glorify Him months 
and evening, 

(XXXIII : 41-42} 


* & f f? / m | ‘‘ j V> 

(*f £■• <— 1 J 0 i 


And ffre PiYriscj <?/ 

G much and often ; that ye may 
prosper, 

(LX It : 10) 



There are two things which lead one to forget 
God when one gets absorbed in them. These are wealth 
and family. So the Quran names them specifically and 
warns Muslims against becoming a prisoner to them. 


0 ye who he Here 1 iei nos your 
riches or your children divert you 
from the remembrance of God. If 
any act thus „ the loss is their own. 

<1X1 1 : 0) 


V ^ JlJHj d > ■ S Lf, 

cAJfcSfeS&f 

^ ' J T* ^ i t 

d!tAj 1 j 


The five daily prayers {Namaz) are obligatory 
for Muslims. These prayers, certainly, are a means of 
remembering God and a very good one too. But it 
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would not bo proper for a Muslim to stop at them 
considering that it he had offered the Namaz he had 
‘ un c ‘ ,1[ E * )EU waji ' required of him bv wav of God- 
remembrance and there was no need to do anything 
runner . It is a dear commandment of him) tha? in 
addition to Namaz, one should also not neglect Zik'r in 
whatever ^tute one may be. it h said in Sura-i-ms m : 

L ' he n ¥ e Puss < can %rti$Qiional > >*<*{■ y A f * * i ' 

prayers, Tehran- Gad's trains ^ ? 

standing, siiimg down itr l\'in% ^ i.a Ijj" I . Li tib f 

dow n, " J " 

f IV : 103) 

Thus, even those engaged in Jehad are enjoined 
to carry out the Z iky of God keenly and enthusiast,- 
cally. Says Sura-i-Anfat : 

O ye wht J he lie if / when ve *£vfX V 

meet a force, be firm and caU ( hd ^ ^ ^ ^ - 

in remembrance much f 

often); ihcii ye may prsaper, " ,. - _? => t p ^ i 

f VfU : 45 j H ^ J ^ 1 

Hns verse r as the verse from Sura-t-Jum -a we 
lf,v * L « llaTe i 3 earl ic;r„ "And celebrate die Praises of God 
much and often : that ye may prosper”. shows that 
f iKr ' b * nn mean % const Elutes an unimportant factor 
! n the success and felicity of the believers. As against 
1 V w verse from SuraJ- Munafk/oon we mentioned 
a few lines ago candidly declares that those who 
I ■ li Jncs mi m<kn [hat fra as {, » compulsory fora miiilim 
!0 olfcr Namaz fwc times ,l day in foe sumc wa* it is *1*0 
L^:ntul for In in Lo keep himself engaged always j n t he 
rcjcnfmhmntc of Goci. What & k q wired iVlhtt a Muslim 
shouW no[ bc neglectful of the duty of rerncmtninng God. 
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neglect the Zikr Jo a very wrong thing. They arc at 
ll great loss. In Sura-i-RiTad. further, it is stated as a 
characteristic of Zikr that it imparts peace and iran- 
q u 1 1 1 Uy to the mind and the soul 



for without ti (km hi m the 
remembrance of Cod do hearts 
find satisfaction. 





[i is related that once the Prophet was asked who 
would be the roost exalted among the servants of God 
on the Last Day. The Prophet replied. 'Those who Jo 
the Zikr of God he they men or women' 1 . 

H a/rat Abu Moos a relates from me Prophet that. 
"Those who remember God and those who do not arc 
like those who are ative and those who arc dead (be. 
those who remember God and celebrate His praises 
are alive while those who don't are dead)". 

Relates Haz rat Abdulla bin Omar that the Prophet 
once said. 'There is a polish for everything; tor the 
hearts it L the Zikr of Allah, Nothing is more effective 
then Zikr for deliverance from Divine chastisement." 

It should be understood dearly that the real 
meaning of Zikr is that a man should never be without 
the though! of Gcxl. In whatever circumstances he 
may be placed, with whatever tiring he may be oc- 
cupied, he must not allow- himself to become unmind- 
ful of God, His laws and ordinances. Though for this 
ji is not necessary that 1 hie tongue should also always 
be repeating His names, attributes etc., such a state 
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permanent and 1.1 J i - per v att i ng God- consciousness 
commonly found only in devout servants of the 
Lord who succeed in producing with in themselves an 
everlasting awareness of God and a feeling of infinite 
devotion to Him through frequent Zikr. There is 
developing a tendency among some of the modern 
educated people to hold die Zikr as futile. This is a 
i-ttave tolly, Zikr is a most valuable instrument for 
1 1 >rg l ng a I i v Ing and all- e m brae ing link with G od . The 
Prophet was very clear about its worth and importance. 

Iris related by Hazrat Abdulla bin Bust that once 
a man presented himself before the Prophet and said, 
O Prophet of God. there are numerous teachings of 
Islam. Please loll me something which 1 may hold 
!as ' ten ever' . ] he Prophet replied. "Keep your tongue 
wet always with the Zikr of Allah." 

Another Tradition related by Hazral Abu Huraira 
leads; "God says. When anyone remembers Me and 
lii.s lips move in My Zikr. I am by his $ide\" 

Some Zikr- Formulas of the Prophet 

The value ami importance of Zikr would have 
become apparent I rum the Quranic verses and Tradi- 
liiais we have just quoted. We have seen how Zikr of 
AlJah promotes and strengthens Divine love in our 
hearts. Below we give some of the favourite Zikr -for- 
in it (as of the holy Prophet. 

Foremost 

Relates Hazrat J a beer from the Prophet that \ 
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'The best of alt Zikrs is the Zikf of . ir 

Narrates Hazrat Abu Huraira that the Prophet 
once remarked 1 "When anyone recites 
from the depth of his heart the gates of the heavens 
open for ihe Kaiima till it reaches the seventh heaven 
provided, of course, that the devotee abstains from 
the major sins." 

According to another tradition the Prophet is 
reported to have said, "Once Moses begged the Lord 
to tell him something through which he could do His 
Zikr. The Lord (old him to do so through the Kaiima 
of upon which Mose said, "This is wliat 

every one does, I want something special 1 Came the 
reply, L If the seven heavens and ail the- heavenly 
creatures and the seven climes on the earth and aEi 
that is contained in them arc placed on one side of 
(he balance and the Kaiima of aol on the 

oilier, the later shall turn out to be heavier 

Such, indeed, is the splendour of 
, People, unfortunately, take it to be a mere phrase. 
The present writer himself has heard it from an 
inspired devotee of the Lord in a moment of rare 
spiritual feeling that, "if someone with the entire 
wealth of the world at his command were to tel l me 
to give him one Kaiima of^^i^imrccitcd by me in 
return for his treasures this humble self shall refuse 
to do so," 

The Third Kaiima 

Relates Hazarat Sutnara bin J undub that the 
Prophet once said that of all the spoken words and 
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the Kali mas the most excellent were these four : 

Narrates Abu Haraira that the Prophet said, "The 
Kahnui ^ 1 ALn j TLt jy t^-_i i , 3 ^iu^ n f 

is dearer to me than the entire world on which the 
sun shines. 


Thix kali mo. is most complete and coniprchen- 
m;vc anti all the aspects of Divine Praise are covered 
by i 1 ■ 1 1' 1 s o m e Traditions the p hr a s e 
is also included in it. It occurs alter A 

levered spiritual mentor used to explain the import 
of the Kaitmtt to the present writer in following man- 
ner j 

'Glory be to God , -Free from all 
faults and blemishes and other things that are mt 
worthy of His Glory . ’Praise be to God/ 

He is the embodiment of perfection and the centre of 
every kind of virtue, {therefore) all praise is for Him. 
and when such is His Glory that He i.s absolutely 
blemish less and all the wonderful virtues are as- 
sembled in Him, He alone is our Lord and die sole 
object of our heart's desire , 'There is 

un God save Him*,- We are His own helpless slaves 
and of no one else 4>i . 'God is Great . -He 

is Must Powerful, Almighty, we can never acquit, 
ourselves of our duties to Him as His slaves nor 
can we ever gain nearness unto Him except that 
He Himself blesses us with His grace 

. There is no power or virtue but in God'," 
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Tasbihat-i-Fatmia 

A well-known Trad it ion or rlv: Prophet lias it 
that the Prophet ' 5 beloved daughter (and Ha/rat All’s 
wife), Hazrat Fatima, used to perform all (he domestic 
duties with her own hands, She had even to draw- 
water from the well and to carry it home and to grind 
die com in the millstone. One day she begged the 
holy Prophet to provide her with a domestic servant 
upon which tile Prophet observed, "I will tell you of 
something that will serve you better than a domestic 
servant. Recite 33 times, 33 

times, and 34 times after each Namaz and 

on retiring to bed. This will be of greater value to you 
than a servant," 

Another Tradition says, "Whoever will recite after 
each Namaz 33 time s, 33 times, and 

jjitdon 34 times, and, at the end of it, ihe Kalima of 
j auA. 1 W 1 j ^LcJ, 1 4.1 *0 sCu* j *jo *o ) j 

(There is no God but one God. He is alone. No partner 
hath He, Unto Him belongs Sovereignty and unto Him 
belongs Praise and He is all-Powcrful*} all his sins 
will be forgiven even if they be as profuse as the 
foam of the sea.’ 1 

Subhan Allah we Bella md hi 

It is related by Hazrai Abu Huraira that the 
Prophet said, "He who will recite a 

hundred times morning and evening regularly no one 
shall take with him a greater provision of virtue to 
the Hereafter than him save the person who recited 
it even more." 
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Another Tradition related again by Ha/. rat Abu 
Huratra says : "Two phrases sit, very tightly on the 
tongue but are very heavy in the Balance of Deeds ami 
God loves them very much. These 
and . ' 1 

There are many other Ziki'-farmulas commended 
by the Prophet. Bui (lie tew we have given here are 
ejuite sufficient tor anyone to adopt for regular recitation. 

As regards the reward and recompense in the 
Hereafter promised in [he I niditions it needs he noted 
that there is no fixed measure or a standard yard- stick 
fur it. Whoever will recite a K a lima of Zikr sincerely 
and with no other object than the propitiation of God 
will. Insha Allah, merit the full reward no matter how 
many times and at what hour lie dues so Bui when 
a spiritual guide prescribes a Zikr for anyone for a 
particular purpose like the kindling of Divine love or 
the awakening of the heart find the creation of a 
permanent consciousness of God or for the eradication 
of a moral or spiritual ailment it is necessary to follow 
the routine he lays down and to do the Zikr as many 
times as he tells. Without this the desired results 
cannot be obtained by the devotee. For example, if a 
person recites ihe Sura of At- Ham do -Sharif or any 
other Sura hi the Quran as an aci of religious merit 
ibere is no harm it he does so once m [he morning, 
once at noon, once in the afternoon, once in the 
evening and a couple of times in the night, bur if he 
wantv to learn the Sura by heart, also, he will have 
to recite ii scores o I limes during one sitting. Other- 
wise, he will not be able to memorise it. This is exactly 
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the difference between an ordinary Zikr aimed only 
at Divine reward and the special Zikr which spiritual 
mentors prescribe to disciples for the cure of a 
spirit ua] morbidity nr as a means for the attainment 
of any other objective of a similar category. Many 
people gel caught in confusion because of not knowing 
this difference This is why these few- lines have been 
added here. 

The reading of the Quran * 1 

The reading of the Quran is also a very good 
Zikr, A Tradition says ; 

L Sonic people these days believe tii&l mechanical reading 
[it i3il- Quran, without following its meaning. is useless 
fhey. perhaps, imagine ibe Quran to Hu like any other 
book and just as Jt as. futile id read a hank unless one ulsr- 
Linders Li md whin :i says, in the same way ihey feel that 

i he reading of the Quran a bn without following in imports 
is tneanmglcss.' Bui the Lrulf, ls tluU the Quran is jusi not 
like .myother book- IT is the Book of God and nothing 
besides 1 1 The mere reading of it, with due reverence ant! 
humility , is not without its significance, ll indicates devo- 
Lion to God. arid. thus. ii becomes an act ol worship. Ibid 
the purpose ol reading Che Quran been only to realise its 
import and lo appreciate inlelligenlly what sc seeks so 
con vc v, Ll would not have been necessary to recite the 
Sum ill ] LL=eha as many as four iitiscs in the course of i 
single Namaz Only once would have been enough for 
know mg Us meaning Such a misunderstanding arises, 
generally .among those who imagine God to be something 
of a world I v sovereign. Thee have no iik-a ol Elis Sup: vine 
BclLW.edne.ss and It is Worship fulness. They have known 
Him and accepted Him only with sheir minds, their beam 
tin not I it] ty p an i . i pate in it. Together with tins. It should 
also He remembered tlml the real purpose of ihw Quran 
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'The superiority of the Word of God over any 
other word is the same as the superiority of God over 
■my of Hh creature." 

Mid ! i.E/rat Abdulla bin Masood relates from the 
Piophet that . He who reads one letter ol the Quran 
for him there is one virtue and the reward on this 
virtue is equal to that on ten other virtues. When I 
say this I do noi mean that is one letter but drat 
is one letter, another and the third." 

Yet another Trad it tom as related by Hazrat Abu 
Imama, reads ' 

"O People, read (he Quran. On the Day of Judge- 
ment the Quran will intercede for those who will have 
been reading it iin their lives)/' 

Some Suggestions 

l. There is no need for those, in whose hearts 
Ztkr ot Allah has come to dwell permanent ty as a 
result of constant endeavour and become a part of 
their existence to follow a set routine or to make a 
special of fort in this respect But if common people; 
like us want to strengthen their bond with God and 
to partake of its suspiciousness and blessedness they 

guidance und ins Unction- can he realised only when it is 
pmpcrly understood, when it is read carefully and the 
meanings ol its verses urc studied diligently, This is the 
be -if way of rending it and a source of greater august ness. 
At the same Lime, t he. mere reading of the Quran, ahm, ss 
110L futile ■ he correct iind the balanced view in ibis mutter 
js whist we have stated here 
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must practise the Z ikr at a fixed time arid in a fixed 
number according to their individual circumstances. 
Better still, they should seek die advice of a spiritual 
guide while choosing a Zikr formula for themselves. 
Or, they can select a Katima from the Kali mas we 
have given above which may be most suited to their 
temperament. Time should also be set aside daily for 
die reading of the Quran. 

2. As far as possible, the meaning of the Kali m a 
used for Zikr should be kept in mind during the 
recitation. The Zikr should be done with an active 
awareness of Divine Glory and Magnificence and with 
the feeling and the belief that God was near, right 
there, listening to every word that weis being recited. 

3. Wazu is not necessary for Zikr. It can be 
□one freely without the Warn, The reward will not 
suffer because of it. But the effulgence and spiritual 
effectiveness of die Zikr is very much enhanced when 
it is done with Wazu. 

4. It has been Eiuen earlier thiaf the third. Kalima 

u j -&i il i -tli [Sj dCx> ^ r -j ■ is i he 

most comprehensive one among all the Kali mas. if it 
is adopted tor recitation it can fulfil all the needs. 
This writer has seen that spiritual mentors generally 
pre sc r i be it to th eir disci p le s ei I ong w i th D u too d Sharif 
and Islighfar*. 


'■ Dealt with Sep anilely in Lessons XIX sriJ XX 
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Lesson 18 


DU’A 


When it is definite and beyond dispute that 
whatever happen sin the world happens by the Will of 
God and that every thing that exists lies absolutely 
in Mis power and control, it is manifestly natural for 
us to supplicate to Him in our needs, big as well as 
small. Followers of alt religions beseech God and 
address their petitions to Him. But in Islam it is a 
matter of paramount importance. Stares the Quran ; 


And your Lord says : "Call on 
Me : / wilt answer [your Prayer}* 
(XL : 60) 

Say (to the rejectors ! : m v Lord 
is nos uneasy her nose of yon if ye 
cnii mV on Him. (XXV : ??J 


> <■ 

jf 




Together with calling on us to supplicate to God 
in our needs the Quran also goes on to assure that 
God is very eksse to His servants : He hears their 
petitions and grants them. 

Wken Wv "* ,hee 
concerning Me. I am indeed dose ^ - , y 
to them, t Us ten to the prayer of 
every suppliant when he cot let h ' 
on Mr. (llt lRCi) #ts>\joL5l 
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The holy Prophet also assures that to beg to God 
for our needs, to turn 10 Him and to make our petitions 
to Him, is the very essence and marrow of worship. 
Says he : 

"Du' a (making of earnest entreaties to God) is 
worship/' (According to another version,, the Tradition 
reads : "Du’a is the essence and marrow of worship)-" 

'■No thing enjoys a loftier place, in the sight of 
God- than Du' a." 

God is displeased with those who do not beg for 
their needs to Him. The Prophet is reported to have 
said, "God is displeased with His servant who does 
not supplicate for his needs to him." 

Glory be ! If a person approaches a close triend 
or a near relative with his needs every now and then 
they gel sick of him. but God is so marvellously 
gracious and benevolent to His servants that He gets 
angry if they do not turn to Him in their need. A 
Tradition says : 

"For whom the doors of Du' a have opened for 
him the doors of mercy have opened." 

Anyway, to pray to God for one's needs or tor 
the realisation of one's ambitions is not only a means 
to their fulfil mem but also a superb act of worship 
and bod is very happy with hint who does so. He 
opens the gates of id is mercy for him lids is nue of 
all supplications whether they be of a religious or 
spiritual nature or for a worldly need. 1 he only con 
dilion is that the object or need should be of a law Sul 
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und legitimate kind. To pray for an improper or sinful 
thing is also improper and sinful 

_ The greater the depth of feeling, the stronger the 
realisation of one Is own helpesaness and the firmer 
the conviction ol Divine Omnipotence and 
Benevolence with which a prayer is made, the greater 
(he chances arc of its acceptance, A prayer which 
docs not spring from ther heart hut is uttered only by 
the mouth as a formality is not a prayer, The Prophet 
says : 

"God does not grant a prayer dial is made with 
a sleeping heart." 

God listens to prayers at ail hours but we learn 
f j'O in Traditions that there are certain occasions on 
which it a prayer is made it stands greater chances 
nt acceptance as, for instance, after a Fury (obligaxorv) 
Namaz, during the later part of the night, at the time 
ot breaking a fast or at any other moment of a similar 
nature when a good act is performed, and during the 
Luyrse ot a journey particularly when it is undertaken 
ter y religious purpose and for the sake of God, 

It is not necessary lor a man to be a saint, or 
i n rt tj e c n t of sin, for his prayers to be granted. It is 
true ill at (he prayers of noble and virtuous persons 
are granted more than those of others but it does not 
mean that the prayers of ordinary men and sinners 
arc no( heard at all. One, therefore, must not give up 
making supplications to God thinking what would the 
supplications of a sinner do. God, the Bencficicnt, 
the Merciful, listens to the prayers of His sinning 
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servants, too, just as He feeds them and clothes them 
in spite of their misdeeds. Everyone should, therefore, 
pray. We have seen how Du* a is regular worship. 
Divine recompense will in any case be his who will 
engage him sc if in it. 

It will he foolish to loose heart and cease praying 
if the. object for which an earnest prayer is made to 
Cod is not realised. God, in any event, is not bound 
by our tie si res. Sometimes, in His judgement, it is in 
our own interest that our prayers should not be granted 
at once . Sometimes delay is found by Him to he better 
for us. Bui, we, in our ignorance, gel disheartened. 
We arc inclined to be hasty and when our prayers are 
not answered we give up praying as futile. As a 
Tradition of the Prophet assures us : 

"Du'a never wasted. But the forms of its accep- 
tance vary. Sometimes a person gets what he begs 
for. Sometimes God does not think it best for him 
that the thing he prays for should be granted, So He 
does not give it to him but, in its place, a greater 
favour is bestowed on him or an impending calamity 
is averted or the prayer is made an atonement for his 
sins. {Since the suppliant does not know it he imagines 
that his entreaties arid supplications have conic to 
nothing I. Sometimes the prayer is turned into the 
1 1 arv est of the H c re a fte r . T l te o bj act fo r wh i ch a pc r son 
prays is not granted to him in this life but a greater 
rewards is reserved for him in the life to come as a 
:ompcnsation thereof. 1 ' 

And here is another : 
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"Sotup people. many of whose prayers had not 
ollii granted in this worlds when (hoy will yee in the 
Hereafter the glorious rewards and blessings that had 
been set aside for them as a recompense for their 
unfulfilled prayers, will exclaim "mournfully how great 
wmtld it have been had none of their prayers been 
granted in the world so that they could get the com- 
pensation tor them all in the Hereafter," 

In Cine, everyone who believes in God should 
make it a habit of his to call on Him for his needs 
with all his heart and with an unshakcabie faith in 
the Omnipotence and the Benevolence of the Almighty 
and believing positively that the prayer wifi be 
granted, lie must he sure in Jus heart thaE his prayer 
shall never, never go waste. 

Tlu- endeavour should be to pray in words richly 
expressive of Divine Might and Magnificence and of 
one's own total helplessness. Many prayers arc con- 
tained in the Quran and hundreds of them In the 
Traditions. These prayers, the prayers uf the Quran 
ani.l. the 1 rad it ion. are by far the best. A selection of 
forty of these prayers is given at the end of rhe book. 
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Lesson 19 


DUROOD SHARIF 

Duroud Sharif is an invocation we make to God 
to bestow His choicest favours and blessings on the 
Prophet. It is a kind of prayer. The truth is that, after 
God, the greatest obligation on os is that of the sacred 
Prophet { Peace and Blessings of God he upon whom). 
He underwent tremendous hardships and endured die 
bitterest of persecutions in order to convey the divine 
guidance to us. Had he not borne these trials and 
sufferings the light of faith would never have readied 
us. We would be dwelling in the gloom of apostasy 
and making our home in Hell after death. 

Since faith is the greatest blessing on the earth 
and we have attained it solely through the merciful 
agency of the Prophet, our greatest benefactor, next 
to God is Prophet Mohammad. There is nothing we 
can do to pay back the enormous debt of gratitude 
wc owe him. We can only pray for him to God as a 
token of our loyalty and gratefulness. 

But what prayer can we make that may be worthy 
of the Prophet ? Naturally, none besides that God may 
magnify him and bless him with His choicest favour s. 
This is just what Dui'ood is. 
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The Quran clearly enjoins on us to offer the 
Duroud, and m what a wonderful manner does it do 


so : 


,a_ 

tsiR g* <> n tte Prophet": Qy f 5 l 

f believe ' send ye blessings on 

i and sal ut*t him ^ ^ < _ " “ y ^ .. „ 


*\0$y&i'gSj%Li 

(fdy-r&m 


God and His Angels send 
bless 

that 

him and solute him with all 
respect. 

(XXXUi : 56 ) 

111 this verse we are first told that God Himself 
honours the Prophet and holds him in strongest af- 
“ nd th4t H|S Angels also do the same -they nay 

„. V H e :r T0 ll ”|! Jnj bcscech Goi[ to bless him with 
His must marvellous favours. The verse then goes on 

S," L “, r ' ' V “ h M rcspctl ' T) «“. befom 
that M g,v f care » tak «n to explain to us 

. " lil,ns wc iirc be lnE required to do Is somethin? 

" L 1 '* Particularly pleasing to God and which the 

ssss* i°' t *-*• *■ 

*V » offer , 1 , D ZZ ° 

ext, * ivc « fcw Traditions of the Prophet 

extolling ,he virtue and merit of Durood Sharif. P 

The Prophet is reported to have said : 

will rnnf. Wlli ’ r" SCnd blcssin S s 0,1 me once God 
n on t tor ten lavours on him." (In another Tradition 

l has also been satd that. "God will forgive his ten 

.‘■ms and raise him higher in rank by ten degrees)". 
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“There are many angels of God whose special 
duly is that they keep on moving in the world and 
whichever follower of mine sends blessings on rue 
they carry it to me an mice." 

Gracious is the Lord ! Our Durood is communi- 
cated to [lie Prophet by the- angels and through it wc 
get a chance of being mentioned in his presence. What 
greater honour could there be for us 4 really 7 

The Prophet says : 

"Closest to me on the Day of Requital will be 
he who sends blessings on me oftencr." 

"That man is a big miser in whose presence my 
name is taken and he does not offer the Durood 

"May lie be disgraced in whose presence my 
name is taken and he fails to offer l lie Durood." 

In sum, to send blessings on (lie Prophet is a 
foremost duty we owe to him a source of stupendous 
virtue and blessedness and the fountainhead of 
prodigious blessings In this world and tlie next. 

Words of Durood 

Once the Companions asked the Prophet, "How 
are we to offer Durood and salutation 7" 

The Prophet advised them about Durood-i- 
Jbrahlmi which Is recited in the Namaz, We have 
already reproduced it in Lesson IL 

Very much similar to Durood- i-3 hr ah imh bm a 
little shorter, is another Durood which was also taught 
by the Pro pi let. It reads : 
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0 Ail ah ! magnify Pr'pphet 
Mttfiammail, the Unlettered, his 
Hives* l hs mo: hen of the faithful, 
his-' post rri fy (fo Uowers), and his 
[amity as Thou hast magnified the 
family of fhrahim. Verity, Thou 
an Hie Praiseworthy, the 
Majestic, 



Whenever we tyke the mime of The Prophet or 
Usliv ii bout him or hear about him from anyone we 
should at once send blessings on him. On such oc- 
casions it is enough to say only or 

Daily Routine 

Some determined persons with a natural flair and 
loudness for Durood-i-Shsirif make it a regular habit 
to recite it thousands of times daily. Bui if weak- willed 
men like ourselves can manage to recite it a hundred 
£ina> morning and evening with proper devotion and 
reverence they wilt profit so much by ii and them 
will be such exquisite favour* of the Prophet on him 
iIllK it is not possible even to imagine them in this 
world. 

1 he following Du rood sharii" is suggested to 
those who may be wanting to know u brie forte : 


■*-^1 J 'Jtfi 1 1 


O Allah [ magnify Mohammad. the Unlettered 
Prophet, and his family. 
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Lesson 20 


TAUBA 

God sent down His Apostles into the world and 
revealed His Books through them so (hat men may 
leum to distinguish good from evil, virtue from vice, 
and earn for themselves Divine approbation and 
ile live re nee in the life, to come by abstaining from [he 
wicked and the unlawful and adopting what was good 
and virtuous. Thus, those who reject the faith and 
refuse to believe in the Prophets anti etie Divine 
guidance with which they had been raised up, their 
whole existence, so to speak is one of defiance and 
transgression, They arc totally indifferent to the mes- 
sage sent down by Allah. They will have nothing to 
do with it. Unless they believe in the Messengers and 
Apostles raised up by God and in the holy Scriptures 
revealed by Him, and, particularly, in the Last of the 
Prophets, Prophet Mohammad, and the Divine Book 
he brought, i.e,, the holy Quran, and accept his 
guidance they can never hope to attain I he good 
pleasure of God and sues ess and salvation in the 
Hereafter. The denial of God, His Apostles and His 
Books is not pardonable. It cannot be condoned. This 
fact has been made abundantly clear by every Prophet 
of God during his time. In any case, ii is essential for 
the salvation of the Apostates and Polytheists that 
they first of all renounced Apostasy and Polytheism 
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and look to the path of Faith ami Monotheism, Without 
it salvation is not possible. 

1 hose who believe in the Prop he is and affirm 
their intention to live according rn their teachings a [so 
sometimes fail into error. They are misled by the 
Devil or by their own baser instincts and impulses 
into committing a sin. For such defaulters God has 
kepi tire door of Tauba ('Repentance) open. 

Tauba means that if a person many slip into folly 
and be guiitv of a sin or an act or transgression against 
the law ot God he should feel genuinely sorry and 
ashamed over it. and resolve sincerely not to do so 
again, and seek the forgiveness of God wilts all his 
heart. It is stated in [be Quran and the Traditions that 
by doing only this much a man s sin is forgiven and 
he succeeds in winning the pleasure of the Almighty, 

It is essential to know that Tauba is not vocal 
penitence. It is not at all a matter of uttering so many 
words oi repentance. The sorrow must be sincere, the 
shame must be felt in the heart and (he resolution 
not to repeat the folly and be guilty of the sin again 
must he totally genuine. 

It is like this. Suppose in a fit of temper or in a 
moment of acute depression a person swallows poison 
with the Intention of killing himself But when the 
poison begins us work anti a thousand knives begin 
to tear his intestines into pieces and he knows, that 
death is near, be repents his folly and cries out in 
desperation for medical relief. Now, at that time, his 
iirsr thought will be that if he >urv ived he v* nuld never 
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touch the poison again or think of committing suicide. 
This exactly should be the- state of the man who repents 
after sin. His heart should be seized by the fear of 
Divine Chastisement, the resolution not to do the thing 
again should be an honest resoultion and so also his 
entreaties to God for forgiveness. 

If such a state of feeling is realised by a person 
in any degree he should be sure that the stain of sin 
has been washed away and the gates of mercy have 
opened for him. After such a Tauba the sinner is 
completely absolved of his sin. he is thoroughly 
sanctified and becomes even dearer in the sight of 
God than he was before, so much so that sometimes 
a person succeeds in attaining, through Tanha, a place 
which would be hard to reach even after a hundred 
years of prayer and fasting. 

Alt this that we have said on the subject of Tauba 
was derived entirely from the twin sources of the 
Quran and the Traditions, We are going now to com 
sldcr some of the relevant verses of the Quran : 


0 ve who believe ! sum to God 
with sincere repentance : in the 
hope that your f ord will remove 
from you your ills and admit you 
to Gardens beneath which rivers 
flow. 


. ..r*i H _i i. * _A ■ L 4 . 


q I \ -* - 3 + .-i t- 


iLXVJ : 8) 


t62 - What fsLam Is 7 


• Why turn they not to God , and 
seek His forgiveness ? For God is oj - . & ^ ^ 

Of i -For giving, Moss Merciful, k J 

(V ; 77) 

when those come to thee who 
believe in Our Signs, say : "Peace 
he on you! your Lord hath 
inscribed for Himself (the rule of) 

Mercy ; Verily, if any of you did 
evil in ignorance, and thereafter 
repented, and amended ( his 
conduct): io , He iG niy 

Oft ■ Forg i ving , Most Merciful." 

( VI : 54) 

Also, look at the following Traditions : 

"God says, ”0 My Creatures l you commit follies 
day and night and I can forgive them all, So. seek 
My forgiveness, 1 will forgive V 

"God extends the arm of Mercy and Forgiveness 
every night so that the sinners of the day may repent 
and seek His pardon and every day so that the sinners 
of the night may repent and seek His pardon and it 
shall be like this with God till the sun rises from the 
West near the Doomsday." 

"A man committed a sin and then he prayed to 
God, *0 Lord, I have sinned. Forgive me”, Upon this* 
the Lord observed, 'My servant knows that there is 
a God who can punish him for his sin as well as 
forgive, 3 have forgiven the .sin fo My servant. The 
person abstained from sin as long as (he Lord wished 


Uj^ d 0‘oJi £iAi 1 j T 

t 'it fL" e /< d ; 'fifi 


4* *,*»; ^ \Yf y> ^ 


Vd^r* 
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after which he again went astray and fell into trans- 
gression. He once again prayed to God, x O Lord, I 
have sinned. Forgive me. r The Lord observed. ‘My 
servant knows that there is a God who can chastise 
him for sinning as well as forgive. I have forgiven 
the sin of My servant'. He remained free from sin as 
lung as the Lord wished and then was again guilty of' 
it. Once again he prayed tn God, Q Lord, I have 
sinned, Forgive me’. The Lord observed. ‘My servant 
knowns for certain that there is a God who can punish 
as well as forgive him for his sin. 1 have forgiven the 
sin of My servant 1 ." 
jj§^ 

"On "who seeks Divine forgiveness after sin be* 
comes like one who has never been guilty of a sin." 

These Traditions show how Merciful and Oft- 
Forgiving is the Lord, To get emboldened by them 
and to start indulging freely in sinful activities on the 
strength of Tauba is not worthy of a Muslim. Such 
verses and Traditions should, on the contrary, lend 
greater strength to the love of God. They should make 
one feel that it really was the height of meanness to 
act against the wishes of such a Compassionate and 
Benevolent Lord, If a master be of a most kind and 
affectionate nature, would it become his servants to 
pay hack his kindness and effcction by violating lus 
wishes and disobeying his commands ? 

What these verses and Traditions seek to convey 
is that should a person succumb to the temptations of 
the Devil or to his. own ignoble desires and inclinations 
and commit a sin he must not despair of the mercy 
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ut the Lord and Eose all hope nf salvation He should 
tin the other hand, turn his back, immediately on the 
Japse and try earnestly to remove its slain through 
rauba, by begging God, in all sincerity. His forgive- 
ness. The A 1 mighty, in His Infinite Mercy, will forgive 
and instead of being angry with him, He will become 
even more pleased for regretting sincerely what he 
had done and turning to Him hopeful Ey far remission. 
A Tradition states ; 

When a man turns to God after sin and repents 
sincerely for his folly it makes God even happier than 
a ridei whose mount may have thrown him down in 
a vast desert and lied away with all the journey *5 
provisions laden on its back, and, when the rider may 
have resigned himself to Eds fate and sat down under 
a tree to wail for his death, the animal may return, 
all of a sudden, with the provisions intact and the 
rider may catch hold 0 1 it and blurt our 1 stupidly) in 
sheer joy, O God, Thou, indeed, art may slave and 
me thy Master'." 

If, after knowing these verses and Traditions, 
someone still fails to seek Divine forgiveness and 
approbation by offering repentance for his sins 
through Tauba and resolving not to fait into error 
again he, emphatically, is most unfortunate. 

Many people are Inclined to take a most com- 
placent attitude towards Tauba. They say. rt We arc 
healthy and strong, so what's the hurry ? We will do 
Tauba before dying," Brothers, this is an extremely 
dangerous deception which the Devil practises on 
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us. Deprived as he has himself of Divine Mercy and 
Beneficence and earned a permanent abode in the 
Re 11. he- wants us also to go his way. No one knows 
when death may strike. Thus, we should consider 
ev,ery day to be the last day of our lives and lose no 
time in begging the forgiveness of God if and when 
we have been guilty of an evil. This, alone, is the 
path of wisdom. It i s stated cand idly in the Quran that 


God accepts the repentance of 
those who do evil in ignorance 
and repent soon afterwards; to 
them will God turn in mercy; for 
God is full oj knowledge and 
wisdom. Of no effect is f h e 
repentance of those iv ho continue 
so do e l- r , r , until death faces one 
of them, and he says, ".'Vmv have 
! repented indeed M Nor of those 
who die rejecting faith : for them 
have We prepared a punishment 
most grievous. 

(V ■: J7-J& } 


Lyf 1 

?&<■* f - c " y i/- - r . 

*h $ r p ^ 6 \ 6 \s r 
V 1 U i 


We should catch time by the forelock and realise 
the value of life that is left to us. We should not put 
off Tauba by a moment; we must not procrastinate. 
We ought to set about, at once, reforming our ways. 
God alone knows when death is going to make its 
call on us, and, then, it may be too late- Who can tell 
whether, at l hat time, we will get the opportunity to 
offer Tauba or not 7 
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Brother, we all have seen people dying The 
general experience is that a person dies in' the same 
state m which he has led his life, h does not happen 
that a person may have spent all his days in folly and 
negligence and, then, suddenly repented and .turned 
tnto a saint a day or two before his death. Hence, a 
man who wants to die in a state of piety, for him it 
is necessary to become pious in his lifetime. Then 
alone can he hope to die as a good Muslim, by the 
grace of God, and to he raised up with the faithful 
and the righteous in the Hereafter. 

If after offering repentance for a sin a person 
may be guilty of the same sin again there is no need 
for him to fee! so frustrated over it as to lose faith in 
D]vme Mercifulness. He should offer Tauba quickly 
again, and if again he may break El he should not 
hesitate in offering it once more even if it be a 
thousand times. Whenever he will repent with a sin- 
cere heart it is the promise of God that He wilt accept 
his repentance and forgive him. The Benevolence of 
the Lord, lie His Paradise, is Infinite. 

Words of Tauha 

From the forgoing it would have been clear that 
111 wha hjver words or language a person may offer 
Tauba God will listen and accept his penitence. But 
the holy Prophet has laid down certain specific phrases 
or prayers in this regard which he used to recite 
himself. These prayers, surely, are most auspicious, 
most worthy ot if is acceptance and most pleasing to 
Hum We are reproducing some of these here for you 
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to learn by heart and recite for setting divine for- 


giveness. 


v - / 




> 


1 »-■ u- u ■ T. y*. _ j. Ufcr i* J ~ 


I beg ike. forgiveness of the Lord save. Whom 
there is no God, the Living , the Eternal, Unto Him 
do / turn penitent. 


The Prophet hits said, "Whoever will offer 
penitence to God and implore His forgiveness through 
this Kiilima God will forgive him even if he has fled 
from the field of Jehad which is a most mortal sin m 

the sight of God. 11, 

And again : ’’Whoever will recite this Kalima 
thrice before, going to sleep God will forgive his sins 
even though they may be as profuse as the foam ot 

the sea." 


Sometimes the sacred Prophet used to recite only 
eU3i >>>-!( i implore the fargiveness of the Lordh I ms 
a very brief phrase and we should try to cultivate the 
habit of repeating it every now and then. 

Saiyyid-El-lsfighfar 


It is related that the holy Prophet once remarked 
that the following prayer was Saiyyid.el Istighfar >:ihe 



- - S' tf «.< # > V w r - 3 y’frt'L? 
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O God / Thou art my Lord Tfcere is no God save 
l nee. Thou art my Creator and i am Thy slave . { 
abide by Thy covenant and promise as best as I can 
I seek refuge in Thee from the mischief of what I have 
'■v rough i. [ acknowledge unto Thee Thy favour which 
Zhou hast bestowed upon me. ! also confess mine 

inequity; so forgive me for none forgive th sins save 
Thee. 

Says the Prophet : 

"He who will offer repentance and beg the for- 
givcness of God reciting this prayer with faith and 
sincerity during day-time then if he died on (hat day 
before nightfall, he shall go to Heaven, ami he who 
wrll recite it at night, with faith and sincerity, and 
then it he died on that night, before day-break he 
shall go to Heaven/ 1 

The three Kaltmas of Tauba we have mentioned 
above are quite easy to re in ember. 

As a Tradition reads ; 

" B leased, indeed, is the man In whose record the 
profusion of Tauba is written." 
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EPILOGUE 

What Lias been stated in the twenty lessons of 
this small volume will, Insha Allah, suffice for anyone 
for the attainment of Divine pleasure and paradise. It 
seems appropriate here to give a brief resume of the 
whole discussion before bringing the book to a close. 

The first principle of Islam and the most essential 
pre-requisite of deliverance and the attainment of 
paradise is that a man affirms his faith in the Kalima 
of oUbi U *jt i-it'j . After that, he 

should try to acquire knowledge of the tends of Islam 
at least as far as it Is necessary to know them in order 
to be a good Muslim. Mis constant endeavour should 
be to observe the Islamic teachings faithfully and to 
carry out sincerely the Divine commandments regard- 
ing hie Rights of God as well as the Rights of Man 
and good social anti moral behaviour. When there 
may occur a lapse on his part in respect of these 
matters he should feel genuinely sorry over it and 
repent to God anti seek His forgiveness. He should 
resolve honestly not to he guilty of the transgression 
again. If he has transgressed against a fellow being 
by violating his rights or doing him any other harm 
he should seek his pardon and make amends lor his 
fault or misconduct or pay suitable compensation as 
the case may be. 

In the same wav, the effort of a Muslim should 
always be that the love of God and of His Apostle 
and II is Faith should be stronger in his heart than 
that of anyone or anything else in the world. He should 
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remain steadfast in faith and waver not in the least 
form the path of duty to God and the Prophet whatever 
the circumstances. He should also, as a matter of duty, 
take some part or another in the preaching and 
propagation of Islam It is a thing of outstanding 
virtue and merit and a most special legacy of the 
Prophets. In the present age. particularly, its value is 
much greater than that of all other supererogatory 
prayers and forms of worship and when a person 
devotes himself to it his devotion to God, the Prophet 
and the Faith also develops and becomes stronger. 

Among the supererogatory prayers, if possible, 
one should develop the habit of Tahajjud, Its ausph 
ciousness is of the very highest. 

One must always be on one's guard against sin, 
specially against the major sins, like adultery, stealing, 
falsehood, drink, and dishonestly in monetary' affairs. 

It is advisable to do some Ztkr every day. In 
case it may not be possible to spare more time for it 
one should recite at least Kalima-i-Tamjid* 

Or only ^ and Istighfar 1 and 

Durood Sharif z \ a hundred limes each, morning and 
evening. 

Time should also be set aside for the daily reading 
of Lhe Quran. It should be done with due religious respect 
and reverence. After every obligatory Namaz and at 
bedtime the Tasbeeh-i-Fatima * may also be recited. 
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For those who aspire for more the advice is to 
seek guidance from a spiritual mentor who may be 
worthy of it. The last thing to be sard in this connection 
is that the company of true,, pious and exalted devotees 
of God and attachment and devotion to them is dto 
very elixir of religious and spiritual existence. If this 
can fall to the lot of anyone ail the rest will follow 
automatic ally. 


1 . 4jJ! t 


2 , 

3. 


or only 

P UrOv'J i-lbrahami or a brief out Su.ki: 


nj O IjfiJ 1 


33 times. 33 34 iim.es 
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APPENDIX 

uS 

Forty Prayers From The Quran 
And The Traditions 

Below we give a selection of forty prayers from 
the Quran and the Traditions as indicated in Lesson 
XVII. 


in 


L f o ilj’eQl f* e- 1 ^-0 s*jo UL.d- ' 

/ mk >■ / w / ^ !■* J '■5 - ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j j . J j j / 

CA/i IQ- 1 jji fd ; Lb Qdaj ', UvX^ b Cl S .Idi 

\ ) n C Ad i d 3 ^ I I , * .V- LI jf Q ^ 


Praise he to God, Lord of She Worlds, she Compos- 
s ionate , the Me reins l, G mie r ofsh e D ay of J tidgemenL Thee 
ai one do we worship, and in Thee aione do we beg for help. 
Show us she straight posh ; she pash of those whom Thou 
host fa mu red; nos the posh f of those > who earn Thine anger, 
nor of those who go as troy. Amen 1 


ya - (2 K , ^ 

t*p lj 1 0 j i-c-d-Lc £3 T v> 'c*> 1 uCr 

■ " ^ ^ ^ V* V ■*" ^ x 

Qttr Lord 1 / (wYd? us good In this world and good r ? c 
the Hereafter, and defend its from the lormeni of she Fire. 


( 3 ) 




j* j ~~ \ *** "* t* 

wyjiW t vt oddss jGf^uuii tTiuS 

0- r iT Lord / IVY have, indeed, believed ; forgive us, 
then, our sins, and save us from the agony of the Fire . 
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(4) 


> | I* > *1 J i/'f- ^ -a* 3 J 

^ 1 \ o_S ? l. ij ! ci s Ui LlTj 

' a fc bi^r tpiil T 1 bjii I 

0 Lord / for^iVc us our sins and anything w may 
hove done that tropsg res serf our duty ; establish our feet 
firmly, and help us against this people that rests teth faith. 


^ i ■' ?, 


(5) 

, * i > -■ ii 


^ L.J 

^v£dj' u tZ } j b£j b j *j * j*>a 'cjy IxX 5 Ci y i UJ^aMS 

' « " ' 0 ' r *, s ' - 

^ ^ _3 ^ '■ J ., ^, .£ | J j j > &t 

r t ojfd 1 ' UU l dLbfafpd i yy 

Our Lord f We have heard She tali of one calling us 
to Faith, "Believe ye in the Lard* , and we have believed. 
Our Lord ■’ forgive us our sins, blot out from us our 
inequities, and take to Thyself our souls in the company of 
the right erous, Our Lord 1 grant us what Thou didst promise 
unto us through Thine Apostle, and save us from shame on 
the Day of Judgement * for Thou never breaks st promise. 

, ( 6 ) 

Crf fj Veil ki i J uXUj \sfg 

Our Lord ! We hove wronged our souls ; if Thou forgive 
us not and bestow not on us Thy mercy w shoit certainly 
be lost . 

( 7 ) 
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Our Lord ! Make us not a trial [or those who practise 
oppression and deliver us by Thy mercy from those who 
reject Thee. 


m 




!■ ■£ ? 

1 tr S „ 

- / 


5 L 6 

sw- 


Craator 0/ ift* Jifidvenj onrf />3f earth / 77iom art my 
Protector in this world and the Hereafter. Take Thou my 
sout at death as one submitting t o Thy Will (as a Muslim), 
and unite us with the righteous. 


^ (?) 

Ly- J a £ U| 6-7^ 3 ^ J Ijh yj cy’^' 1 V'J 

~ c7l' 


f; my Lord f Moke me one who establishes regular 
prayer , antf ci^f> rursi? among my offspring. O our Lord, 
and accept Thou my prayer . O our Lord 1 cover us with 
Thy forgiveness-trie, my parents and alt Believers, on the 
tjay that th e Reckoning will be estnMished. 


( 10 ) 

My Lord ! Bestow on my parents Thy mercy even as 
they cherished me in my childhood. 


l 3 uS 


U> 


(11) a 

If J*j W>J 


0 my Lord 1 Advance me tn my knowledge. 
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( 12 ) 

■<t cj^y 1 k cry^-\ P 1 % Pf - 1 

f) ffly Lord f Grans Thou forgiveness and mercy f Far 
Thou or i she Best of those who show' mercy ! 

^ (13) 

^ ■’ ^ ‘ 

0 my Lord f Gram me that / may be grate ful for Thy 
favour which Thou hast bestowed upon me, and upon both 
my parents, and i may work righteousness such as Thou 
mayst approve; and be gracious to me in my issue. Truly 
have t turned to Thee and truly do l how to Thee in is tom. 

5 p (14), 

yrs) Uj 

^ '-•* m j f ' % ^ k h y jj 1 ** y w j** 

1 & 1 — k w^tii 

Ouf Lord ! Forgive us r and our brethren who came 
i before uj into the Faith, and leave not, rfl utir hearts, 
rancour (or sense of injury) against those who have 
believed. Our Lord } Thou art, indeed, full of kindness . 
Most Merciful, 

t 15) n _ 

■V** 3P Vti UiJ^M LT> 

Out Lor d ! Perfect our Light for us and grant us 
forgiveness ; for Thou hurt power over ail things. 
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/ f ./ s id . g. a ^ ji 

utipV’l c^-1 ^ te tf^V 

O 77iau Living. fttma/ Onf / Unto Thy Mercy do / 

appeal, 

07} ^ 9 *z*"* 

&\s &&& ‘Ava&’y&'&'r 

-%r 

s s f * *, 


> - 
° j— 

& 


O God 1 Set aright my faith which is the safeguard 
of alt my affairs; set aright my world wherein is my Irving, 
set aright my tie crofter whereto / have tv return. Let life 
be tin tv me a sourer of advance in every kind of righteous* 
ne si, and let death be to me a release from every kind of 
evil, 


(IS) 

v> £ jf'UkCiM ^UH jj 

j ^ *' > ™ y- 


i- s ' y • £ J 

Vaui*i 


O God ! / beg of Thee forgiveness and peace in this 
world and the next, 

( 19 ) 

j> 


0 God t l beg of Thee guidance and modesty and 
righteousness and freedom from want. 


i e * 
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( 20 ) 

i£u' 


0 God ! / bey of Thee sustenance that is dean, 
knowledge that i s useful, and conduct that is acceptable to 
Thee. 


:2i) 






0 God ' Open the doors of Thy Mercy for us and 
make easy for us the doors of sustenance. 



O God ! Let Thy lawful sustenance suffice for me 
against unlawful sustenance, and let me be. bv Thy Grace, 
dependent on no one besides Thee. 


ay\ 


~ S a $ 5 y l-v f', f , •- . ' " ,j i i . * - s t J , \ W ~S ' f * 

<1 s u i 1 ^ 

0 God t Let ifbn my good fortune to do things that 
ore pleasing to Thee and moke the Hereafter better for me 
than this world. 




( 24 ) 


0 God f Guide me to the right pash , to the path of 
truth and piety , and save me from the mischief of my own 
self 
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( 25 ) 







O Cod ■ f/i?^ me ;?] TViy remeffibrcwce being 

thankful lo Trite and in good worship. 


( 26 ) 

'^-X^ j [JA* LjjLl \ U 

y V V V * / " 

0 Thou who controlled! she hearts 1 Keep my hears 
steadfast in Thy faith. 

( 21 ) 


0 God 1 Grans me thus f may live as a Muslim and 
die as a Muslim. 


( 28 ) 


/ y) ' ^ S- 


; . j- 

^3 j ^4^ t 

J? 


'o? & 1 4£&4i&4-> i4fr kaZa i4^f 

'* J^Ol $\Js 1 ’jf* t ^ 5 


Tj fj»/J ' J to# OJ The e Thy love and ihe fove of him 
who loveth Thee and (he conduct shat will enable me to 
aSsutfs Thy lo 1 . e. O God f lei Thy love be dearer so me than 
myself, my wealth, mine household and water that is cold 
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(29) 

> /■ ''yj ij ■ ' j, ■ ■ -7 Jf - J ‘ 

0 God 1 Cover me with Thy Mercy and save me from 
Thy Punishment. 

(30) 

< V 

O Cod ! Keep me steadfast when feet begin so waver, 

(31) 

\ j £ A * ^ i/ - / 

Q God ! Judge me leniently on the Day of Judgement, 


(32) 

i O 1 54) f sj> i Cjj 

fj Gtftf f /’t/rgft'd me my si/is rv; ftoy y/ ReqaiM. 

(33) 

t l 3 J ua JLjJj ^ j^( 2 Aa ) 4 a ) 

() God ! Save me from Thy Chastisement on the Day 
Thou wilt raise up Thy slaves. 

(34) 


3 i ^ 3 > s 1 + S ,>s f > S s 3 S ^ f-V/ 

^Cr* {^jl 

G GW f Thy forgiveness is wider than mine inequities 
and / /icr.-f better hope in thy Mercy than in my conduct, 
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(35) 

<y; 1 *1;-^ t 

0 G^rt / / /i££ fj/ 7/ji :, £' 77 jy jftwf/ pi’tdj'jwri' and the 
Garden (i.e ft Paradise), l also beg of Thee to spare me am 
of Thy Mercy the Punishment of Fire. 

(36) 

J , / ' , r, -■■ d j ^ / 1 ■* --' f ^ ** ?“'■■' 

1 j l^U ^-0^ ^ ^ Sj. 

h^i 

0 God f I seek refuge in Thy good pleasure from Thy 
displeasure, and Thy forgiveness from Thy retribution; and 
i seek refuge in Thee from Thee. Unable tun ! to reckon 
Thy Praise which is Thine. Thao art f indeed, as Thou hast 
described Thyself. 


J 2 Cl. . ff * *», S * * \ h t 7 S fr W 


(37) 


0 God 1 Tor give me „ he kind to me, have mercy on 
me-, k'ertly Thou art Most Kind , Mast Merciful. 


flK) 


>Ci 5 

jr' * * f ' 

P e 


h -' < U TT 


he » *“■ ' ■ * 3 h zi ^ '• ipi-j 3 ^ <*&■ 

s iit 3 i 1 U^ivi t$ & bees. ±U 1 

^ J y i ® i, f 

y ' / 
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O God ’ Thou on my Lord. There ts no God save 
Thee. Thou host created me and I am thy slave. And l abide 
by Thy Covenant and Promise as best as lean, t seek refuge 
in Thee from r he mischief of what / have wrought. / ac- 
knowledge unto Thee Thy favour which Thou hast bestowed 
upon me. I confess also my inequity ; so, forgive me for 
none forgiveth sins stave Thee . 


09 ) 


ta* , 1 , 3 J * 


iSjb- b 2 * Cr°j I cry 'f t 



j "V" 


O God f I seek refuge in Thee from the mischief of 
my ears, and from, the mischief of my eves, and from the 
mischief of my tongue, and from the mischief of my heart, 
and from the mischief of my carnal desires, and I seek 
refuge in Thee from the punishment of Hell, and from the 
punishment nf the grave, and from the calamity of Dajjai. 
and 1 seek refuge in Thee from she trials and temptations 
of life and death. 



0 God ! / beg of Thee all the good things that 
(Prophet l Mohammad r Peace be upon him, J hud begged aj 
Thee , and f seek Thy refuge from ail the evils from which 
(Prophet) Mohammad (Peace be upon han't had sough: 
refuge in Thee , 
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O ,-Wtffr t Magnify Mohammad amt his posterity ami 
followers as Thau hast magnified Abraham and his posterity 
and followers; verity , Thau art r he Praiseworthy, the Majes- 
tic. 0 At (ah ! bless Mohammad and bis posterity and 
fall Givers as Thou hast blest Abraham and his posterity and 
followers; verity. Thau art the Praiseworthy, the Majestic. 
0 Allah / send him down on the Day of Judgement into the 
ntace oj special nearness unto Thee and elevate him to 
ytaces o f non our ti ft d i n ter cess io> i and grant him t h as place 
of choicest favour and worthiness which Thou hast promised 
for him, and bless us with his intercession on the Day of 
Recompense ; for Thau never breakes t Thy promise* 
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APPENDIX 


(II) 

Prayers For Particular Occasions 

Many prayers for specific occasions have also 
been taught to us by the holy Prophet, We are 
reproducing some of them here that are easy to Seam 
and can be made use of by us in our daily life* They 
should be learnt by heart and recited habitually at 
moments for which they arc indicated. 


1. At Day-break 



0 Cod 1 wish Thy help do we enier upon She morning, 
and with Thy help do we 'enter upon [he evening : wish Thy 
fafp do v,n? live and with Thy help do we die : and unto 
Thee shall he the Resurrection. 


2 , When evening sets in 



q Cod ’ wish Thy 1 he Ip do we enter upon she. evening 
and wish Thy help do we enter upon the morning ; wish 
Thy help dO'^ e live and with Thy help do we die : and unto 
Thee shall he the Resurrection, 

f iidis f 
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3. On retiring to bed 

0 God ! in Thy name do we live and die, 

4. On rising up in the morning 

Praise be to God who restored us unto life, having 
caused to die, and unto Hun shall be the Resurrection, 


5. Before entering the lavatory 


i > 






w* . , * V 


f > 1 rod ■' I seek re fuge in Thee from die wicked devils, 
both male and female, 

6. On coming out of the lavatory 

Praise be to (,iod who relieved me of faeces and gave 
health. 


7 . While performing the Wazu 


■* CJ U S^S iSj h(3\£ i 1 Jc^ \ 

<) God ' forgive me tnv sins, bless my household and 
grant 'anspidousness and prosperity to my sustenance, 

8. When the Wazu is finished 

** y '. ' y .-r 5 ^ j 5 JT ^ J \ * l£ , * J ? . "^J 1 ■ r j •i* **■ / ^ ] -P / ^ ^ J* *, jF 

C/f j ■ Q£ i_s^ k ^ w 1 1 j eO 0^ 
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t bear witness that there is not except One God. He 
is atone : He hath no partner. And I bear witness tktrt- 
Mohammad r'jr His slave and His Messenger. 0 God ! make 
fflf among those that repent and among those that remain 
(cteaml- - 

. 9, On entering the mosque 

Q Lord t forgive me my sins and open unto me the 
gates of Thy Mercy. 

10. On coming nut of the mosque 

0 Lord f forgive me my sins and open unto me the 
doors of Thy H aunty. 

11* Before commencing to eat 

<3Lk?l aX M 

in the name of God , and upon the blessings of the 

Lord , 

12. At the end of a meat 

\ Or^ \&£*-3 ao* *vJU 

/ 

h raise be to God who fed us and gave ns drink and 
raised us up as Muslims. 

13. When dining at someone's place 

•* x y f 
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0 God ! feed him who fed us and give him drink who 
gave us fo drink. 


14. When riding a beast of burden nr a carriage 

sO ViS" 5 \ J*C*> (£ l L-i 


1 £ i i? tjj j Vj_j. 


Glory he to Him who hash subjugated it so us though 
u'e v. ere unable so subdue it. Behold, ive are assuredly to 
return unto the Lord. 

15. When setting forth on a journey 

O God t make this journey of ours easy for us and 
roll up for us she distance thereof 0 God f Thou art our 
Companion m She journey and the Caretaker of our 
households whets u'f are away. () God * i seek refuge in 
Thee from the soil of the journey and from beholding a sad 
sight and a bad reverse in my fortunes and on my return . 

J6, On returning home from a journey 

We return unto God, penitents, adorers and worship - 
pars of the. Lord. 
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17, When bidding farewell to anyone 

9 s 

iii iX(fi i ^ ^ ^ ' 

y 

/ pJdce fftee in the hands of God, and thy things that 
need protection and the end of Thy deeds. 

18. On seeing anyone in distress 

’iuvl i 

’ v r r, i., 


/’rniie Ae to Lord who saved me from that from which 
lie hath afflicted thee, and mode me better than oj His 
creatures { purely Out of His Mercy, l claim no credit for 

to* 


19. On entering a town 

O God l bless this town far us and make it for ns 
auspicious. 


20. When rising from a company 


, ^ 3 - 3 j ^ | ^ f J > / y, .! 

■^U 1 T Oa 1 y l£i 


o Cod ' G/OO 1 Ae to rAM, / cdeftrtfte Thy praises ; 
There is no Lord save Thee , / 77jv forg^eues.! fttd t 
repent. 


